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I ‘Ambassador’ 
Canada in War Time 
Has Seller’s Market 

C. Vandeburg, ‘Esquire’ 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 












JAVING BEEN dubbed “ambas- 


sador of international amity” 
‘the Canadian Society of Auto- 
itive Engineers as far back as 
8, it was but natural that I 
ould, in line of duty, attend the 
mual meeting of the society Apr. 
in Windsor. That annual meeting 
something I would hate to miss 
cause of the camaraderie that 
evails, the friendliness of the 
madians, their intense patriotism 
\displayed in the customary toast, 
unk in water, to “the king, the 
ng, the king” in solemn chant. 


This time there was a war-time 
mosphere as was reflected in the 
otion picture demonstrating the 
ork of army trucks. With me from 
e States was our own Pete 
emhoff and we _ watched the 
hizzing film as it depicted actual 
my truck performances. We saw 
ant trucks go up and over and 
wn hills of a; steep grade, plow 
rough mud that even five years 
wk would have bogged down the 
echanized leviathans. We listened 
R. L. Biggers, from Chrysler’s 
argo division, who gave us the 
al story of the trucks in a most 


teresting manner and told us| the skill of drafted men who had | 


uff we didn’t know before. Our 
entor at the party was Warren 
Hastings, who is the perennial 
cretary of the association. 
* * * 

PICKED UP at the meeting was 
e automobile situation in the 
minion after nearly 20 months of 
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Selective Tradin 
Heads New NADA 
3-Point Program 


Dealers Urged to Put Stress 
On Profits, Mechanics, 
Utility of Car 


On Dealer Front 


20 percent cut seen Page 
aiding dealers .............. 3-22 

Customer $3, Dealer $1........... 3 

‘Selective Trading’ editorial ...... 4 


DETROIT. — A three-fold 
program, designed to render 
more effective cooperation of 
automobile retailing to the 
national defense program and 
to enable dealers to perform their 
obligation of maintaining efficient 
transportation for the public, was 
approved at a meeting of the 
executive committee of National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. here last 
week. 

This program is outlined as fol- 
lows, and will be aggressively pur- 
sued by the association: 

1 Mechanics Training. NADA re- 

cently supplied dealers with an 
outline of a training program to 
meet the impending shortage of 
mechanics, and the activity will 
be continued. Emphasis will be 
given to the need for dealers to 
train mechanics both as a patriotic 
contribution and to meet the prac- 
tical needs in their own service 
operations. 

Recognition of the importance of 
mechanical training in the armed 
forces has been brought out in 


previously been trained to handle 
automotive equipment. It is also 
of vital concern to train mechanics 
| for dealers’ shops so that the more 
| than 30,000,000 cars of the civilian 
| population may receive prompt and 
' efficient service in carrying on the 
|accelerated transportation functions 


of the national defense program. 


Building Dealer Stability 


Through Selective Trading. In| 


an attempt to counteract the pres- 
ent trend toward profitless volume 


Car, Truck Registrations 
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‘Big Three’M ay Act to Kase 


ee 


In a Nutshell 


Major developments in the automotive industry during the 


past week were these: 


1 


To protect smaller car makers, the “Big Three” corporations 
(Chrysler, General Motors and Ford) are preparing to accept 


a greater reduction than 20 percent in 1942-model production, it 
was reported authentically, but unconfirmed, from Washington. 


(See story on page 1). 


Most Washington observers believe further curtailment in car, 

truck production will be forthcoming later, in view of worsening 
conditions abroad, but the extent and how much of a role labor 
and material shortages will play, is problematical. 


3 


Office of Production Management is leaving up to car-truck 
makers the modus operandi of the curtailment, the base period 


for computation of the output quota, how the reduction will be 
prorated among manufacturers, etc. Companies will file briefs on 
these subjects with OPM this week and definite procedure is 
expected soon. 


4 


Reports were current that government officials are discussing 
establishment of a one-year limit on installment purchases of 


cars, aS a means of curbing buying and as an anti-inflationary 


move. 


All manufacturers are expected to follow the lead of General 

Motors, which 10 days ago announced it will drop its plans 
for 1943 models and carry 1942 models through 1943. 

Truck operators, through American Trucking Assns., are pre- 

paring to protest to OPM the curtailment in truck production, 


(See story on page 9). 


as 10 percent. 








citing the shortage of equipment necessary to national defense. 


Contrary to published reports, the OPM has not frowned on 

normal promotion of 1942 models; one result is expected to be 
furtherance of plans for local dealer automobile shows next fall. 
Several key cities already are working along these lines, AUTOMo- 
TIve News learned from a telegraphic query to various cities. 

As indicated last week in Automotive News, the curtailment 

of production, plus rising labor and material costs and higher 
taxes, is expected to raise 1942 model prices perhaps as much 


U.S. Army Gets First Tank, 
Paid for by Chrysler Dealers 





ts’ Output Cut 


U.S. Studies Curb 


On Time Payments 


Truck Operators Aroused; 
Other Makers Likely to 
Drop °43 Models 


On Defense Front 


‘‘Business as Usual’ seen 

NO TOMROT CHIME |. ooo ocsccsses 
Curtailment seen stifling truckers 9 
Guarding waste metals 8 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT. — Probability 
that the “Big Three” corpora- 
tions (Ford, Chrysler and 
General Motors) will accept 


a greater curtailment than 
20 percent in 1942-model produc- 
tion, in order to protect smaller car 
manufacturers, highlighted numer- 
ous developments in the automo- 
tive industry during the past week. 

It was pointed out that a 21 per- 
cent cut for the “Big Three” would 
permit other companies to curtail 
only 11 percent, while with a 22 
percent slash all remaining makers 
would not need to trim production 
at all. 

While dealers generally were op- 
timistic over the sales picture un- 
der the 20 percent output curtail- 
ment, beginning Aug. 1, there arose 
possible further complications in 
Washington where federal officials 
are studying establishment of a 
one-year limit on installment pur- 
chases of cars as a means of curb- 
ing buying (and therefore produc- 
tion) and also as an anti-inflation- 
ary move. 

From truck operators, through 
American Trucking Assns., came 
reports that truckmen, aroused 
over what the proposed curtail- 


ment will do to the nation’s trans- 
portation system during the pres- 
ent emergency, are planning rep- 
resentations to the Office of Pro- 
duction Management asking that 
truck makers be exempted from 
the curtailment. Army vehicles al- 
ready are exempt but thousands of 
trucks are needed for defense- 
plant construction, material trans- 
portation, etc. 

While observers were speculat- 
ing on the possibility of a further 
cut in production later on, when 
and if war developments dictate, it 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 4) 














ar, Which should be reassuring on 
is side of the line because of | 
e war clouds that hover over the | 
nited States. We over here think 
e have a sellers’ market at = ae oe 
esent time and we're looking for| business without regard to future | ac fa a - 
1 all-time high in sales ior the | needs, and the gradual lowering of | ee ee a _— - —_ for the “baby” they 
st half of the year. In Canada’ business standards as a result of | and dealers raise il e ar | aS Me weree. 
ere also is a sellers’ market and| cut-throat competition, the execu-| bought the first pilot model tank! President K. T. Keller of Chrys- 
anada is at war—has been for 20 tive committee approved a series | of the land eo = re jler Corp., fired the opening gun in 
onths. This applies to new and|of special bulletins to be mailed | /er eee th uae SOF ‘ at the | ne, ceremonies inside the plant 
ed cars alike. Despite the quota! at regular intervals in the follow- | “™™y, whic ean ee e ome € | which preceded the outdoor demon- 
‘duction to 20 percent of passenger | (See NADA, Page 23, Col. 3) Army at the public demons ~h 10N | stration of the tank itself. The 
ws imported from the United og oe ea be = —. tanke was put through its paces— 
t iable in- = = | , S-| its cannons and machine-guns blaz- 
on tae Gn on tae tate, car GM UAW Parleys oe ase St ee ; ae Gn ing — . . ee 
i York nt ‘5 4 over difficu errain, snapping o 
ne Sekeen at = ules = Cae Deadlocked; Closed | ae tanks for each pe teva — — and =. —— ——— 
ja) i first quarter of | © t ceremonies, in connection wi a stream and, as a climax, smash- 
ie oaak Ciel ealeaiaal in num- Shop Is Big Issue. tne debut of this first tank, were|ing its way through a couple of 
r of units with the sales during ; /many brass hats of the Army;|_ (See CHRYSLER, Page 10, Col. 5) 
1e first quarter of last year. Evi- By Harry A. Williams prominent industrialists were there 
¢ntly war has not brought about | Associate Editor ; too, while scattered around the out- 
ty slump in demand or ability of| _D ETROIT.—Showdown in the skirts of the audience inside the 
1¢ dealers to deliver the goods. UAW-CIO's threatened strixe in 61 4+<enal when the formal presenta- 
* * * General Motors plants affecting ti 
<a . ion was made, were hundreds of 

_ | 160,000 workers was rapidly draw- 0 
IT IS an elementary deduction | workmen who had stopped their 
‘om what I already have reported 
garding new car sales in Canada | 
wing the initial quarter of the | 
Wrrent year, that the cars of | 
omestic manufacture have enjoyed 
lis year an increased demand to| 
te extent of the reduction in Im-| 
orted car sales that has resulted | 
m the quota. You will probably | 
‘call the minimum war excise tax | 
1 new cars in Canada was in- | 
teased to 20 percent early in De- 
‘mber. Despite this and despite an | 
verall rise in taxation from con- | 

(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 
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ing to a head, at press time last 
Friday, with the crisis expected to 
come sometime over the week-end. 
Authorization to call a_ strike 
over the contract dispute was 
granted in 60 of the GM plants 
with strike votes by the member- 
ship completed at midnight last 
Thursday, Walter P. Reuther, GM 
department director for the union, 
announced. Strike balloting had 
not been completed in the other 
GM plant, Reuther said. 
Negotiations were at a standstill 
late Friday on the union demands 
of increased power for the umpire 
functioning under the basic con- 
tract; for seniority changes; for 
changes in the grievance ma- 


The Top Ten 

PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 

Reported in AN Today: 

1941 1940 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—193,004 Chevrolet 157,114— 1 
2—137,719 Ford 104,647— 2 
3— 93,972 Plymouth 80,174— 3 
4— 67,062 Buick 51,561— 4 
39,661— 6 


5— 62,429 Pontiac 
6— 50,775 Oldsmobile 34,707— 7 


7— 41,928 Dodge 39,664— 5 
8— 28,211 Chrysler 18,591— 8 
9— 20,136 Studebaker 17,551— 9 





b I 


CHRYSLER’S contribution to national defense, its 25-ton army tank, made 


| its debut last Thursday when the first of what is to be a 


Automotive Washington chinery and representation system || 10— 17,932 Mercury = 15,857—10 | fixantic armada of 

ya : 7 17-19 . a" ; mechanized terror to the enemy was publicly displayed before an assemblage 
far Resistrations one 1 || and for a hospitalization plan. Total All Makes |of U. S. Army officials, prominent industrialists and labor. it was put through 
FOB Factory eS Page 18 Cc. E. Wilson, president of GM, 792,519 625,199 its paces at the tank plant in Detroit, specially built for this one purpose and 







9 
Production This Week ....-. Page I$ 
Truck Registrations ....Pages 16-19 
sed Car Price Table.....-- Page 2 





‘declared that the chief stumbling 


block so far had been the union’s 
(See LABOR, Page 6, Col. 5) 


For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 19, this issue. 





the largest in the world. Herewith is pictured the tank ready for combat after 
having been put through a sensational demonstration. Left to right, Maj. Gen. 


E. Chaffee; Maj. Gen. C. M. 


| A. Wesson, and 
Chrysler Corp. See other photos on page two. 


K. T. Keller, president of 








2—(402) 


National Defense Seen as Promoter of Better Vehicles 


o— . _ 
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Federal Research Program 


Is Bringing Many Advances 


By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON.—-By-products of 
the national defense program will 
be many and not the least of these 
promises to be better motoring. In 
the task of turning out hundreds 
of millions of dollars worth of 
motor vehicles for the armed serv- 
ices, the automotive industry is 
learning how to make even better 
cars than those of today. Other 
hundreds of millions are going into 


Packard Boosts 
Clipper’s Output 
Schedule by 56% 


DETROIT. — With the series of 
Packard Clipper announcement 
meetings concluded, W. M. Packer, 
vice-president of distribution, re- 
turned to Detroit last week with 
enthusiastic reports on Clipper 
acceptance. 

Launched less than a month ago, 
the Clipper won immediate accept- 
ance in showroom. displays 
throughout the nation, he reported. 
Before the introductory meetings 
were concluded, endorsement forced 
Packard officials to revise their 
original forecasts and authorize a 
56 percent production § increase. 
Original estimates called for the 
production of 10,600 Clippers dur- 
ing the spring quarter. The upward 
revision is now set at 16,600 for a 
similar period. 

Returning from the final meeting 
in Portland, Packer said, “although 
the new model represents a sensa- 
tional break with traditional Pack- 
ard styling, it is gratifying to note 
that its endorsement has come from 
old and new Packard customers 
alike. Simultaneously, we have won 
a host of new enthusiasts by blend- 
ing the best traditional features of 
Packard with the windstreamed 
modernism of the Clipper. The 
combination is a winner and prom- 
ises a continuing uptrend in sales 
for the balance of the year.” 


New Car Sales 
In Pittsburgh Hit 
4,728 in March 


PITTSBURGH.—New car regis- 
trations in Allegheny county dur- 
ing March revealed a considerable 
gain over March, 1941, according to 
Pittsburgh Automobile Dealers 
Assn. 

New cars registered last month 
totaled 4,728 as against 4,116 in 
the same period of 1940. 

First quarter sales here hit 11,668 
new cars while first quarter sales 
a year ago totaled 9,612. 





Independent Tire Dealers 
Appoint Simpson Director 


DETROIT. — National Assn. of 
Independent Tire Dealers. an- 
nounces the appointment of Clifford 
C. Simpson as executive director. 

Simpson has had 18 years experi- 
ence in the organization field and 
has been connected with Earl J. 
Smith and Associates here for some 
time. 





the job of bringing the nation’s 
highways up to military require- 
ments, which of course will make 
them more nearly approximate the 
needs of modern civilian traffic. 


A large portion of activity at the 
National Bureau of Standards here 
these days is research and testing 
in connection with the prepared- 
ness program. Much of this has to 
do with automotive matters and 
this alone will go far to expand 
the contributions already made by 
the bureau to better motoring. 


Army and Navy requirements 
have first call upon the bureau’s 
services, of course, and about most 
of these activities nothing can be 
said. But many are continuations 
and expansions of work known to 
be in progress in the interests of 
motor vehicle users. 


Important among present pre- 
occupations of bureau scientists 
are combustion studies which are 
lighting the path for better motor 
fuels. This naturally is of highest 
importance to all defense arms— 
air, sea and land—and gasoline im- 
provement attained ultimately will 
benefit all who ride in cars or 
trucks. 

Carried on in another building 
but closely allied to combustion 
research are studies of spark-plugs 
for use in government specifica- 
tions and there is in progress a 
new survey of this whole field for 
the improvement of aviation and 
motor transport. 

Storage battery research and 
testing is also being expanded be- 
cause of military demands and the 
metallurgy experts are working 
overtime on materials that are go- 
ing into munitions of all kinds, in- 
cluding, of course, airplanes and 
motor vehicles. Bureau scientists 
unite in crediting the automobile 
with having paved the way for de- 
velopment of better metals in this 
country, the alloy steel industry 
having really been started by auto- 
motive demands, they say. 

The wonder material of the cen- 
tury, plastics, which already is be- 
ing used for numerous parts and 
gadgets of automobiles, are under 
intensified examinatior by the 
bureau, one line of research having 
to do with plastics with which it 
is hoped many die-castings may be 
replaced. A great limitation on 
plastics is in the size of feasible 
products. Enthusiasts vision a day 
when whole automobile bodies will 
be cast of plastics but thus far the 
largest part attempted by a car 
manufacturer is a trunk cover, 
which is still in the experimental 
stage. 

The U. S. bureau of standards 
has become the motorist’s “own” 
official testing laboratory but this 
has come about mainly because its 
principal reason for existence is 
to draw up standard specifications 
for the federal government. Uncle 
Sam is the largest single purchaser 
of consumer goods, including auto- 
motive equipment, in this country, 
and was so even before the monu- 
mental defense buying. Govern- 
ment purchases are made on the 
basis of federal specifications and 
constant revisions of automotive 
specifications, based on bureau 


testing, for a long time have aided 
the trends toward cars of better 
quality. 


BILL PACKER tells San Francisco newspapermen at a Packard meeting all 
about the features of the new Packard Clipper which was given a preview for 


250 Earle C. Anthony executives, 


Northern California territory. 


salesmen and 
In the picture, left to right, are Bill Cannon 


Packard dealers from the 


of San Francisco News; Packer, Packard sales manager; Morris Penter, pub- 


lisher, Oakland Enquirer; 


Leon Pinkson of the Chronicle; 


Tom McCabe, 


Oakland Tribune, and with backs to camera, Rusty Taylor of Examiner, and 


Bud Nelson of Call-Bulletin. 
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Chrysler Dealers Contribution . . . 





CHRYSLER distributors and dealers raised $34,000 to buy the first Chrysler 


tank and presented it to the 
os 
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U. S. Army officials last week in Detroit. In the 
left to right, are Martin Moran, Garfield (N. J.) dealer; Maj. Gen. 


Wesson, Army. chief of ordnance, who accepted the gift, and Harry Som- 
mers, of Atlanta, chairman of the dealers’ committee. 





HOUSES AND TREES mean nothing to the new Chrysler tank. Just to prove 
it, the steel leviathan, in the demonstration tests last: week, crashed through a 
group of trees that surrounded a house, and smashed everything into splinters. 


Cars, Allied Products to Bear 


Big Share of Increased Taxes 


WASHINGTON. — As expected, 


| motive proposals, increased income, 


automobiles and allied products| corporation and surtax levies would 
will come in for a sizable boost|hit many in the automotive busi- 
in taxes this year, according to|ness. The treasury recommended 


the U. S. treasury’s proposals to 
Congress here last week. Congres- 
sional committees are already 
studying methods for raising an 
additional $3,500,000,000 revenue 
during the coming fiscal year. Both 
houses are expected to get down 


continuance of the 4 percent normal 
tax on income but would add to its 
surtaxes starting at 11 percent on 
the first $2,000 of taxable income. 
At present the surtax is applicable 
only to income above $4,000. 


The present exemptions for single 


to specific levies in the next few| and married persons would remain 
weeks, and some modifications of | unchanged, under the treasury pro- 
the treasury’s proposals are eX-| posal, but the present 10 percent 


pected. 


credit for income earned would be 


Among the treasury’s proposed/continued for purposes of the nor- 
tax boosts are these affecting the| mal tax but would not apply to the 


automotive industry: 

Excise levy on cars from 3% to 
7 percent. (General opinion is that 
a 5 percent tax is more probable.) 

Federal tax on gasoline from 1% 
cents to 2% cents, raising an esti- 
mated $255,000,000 in additional 
revenue. 

The parts and accessories levy 
would be doubled, thereby boosting 
revenue by $78,300,000. 

Levy on tires and tubes from 2'z 
and 4% cents per pound to 5 and 
9 cents a pound. 

Radio sets and parts from 5%: to 
10 percent. 

Bus fares would be taxed 5 per- 
cent. 


In addition to these strictly auto- | 


Stiffer Taxes Forecast 


In New Canada Budget 

MONTREAL. — Possibility of 
increased excise taxes on auto- 
mobiles and a Dominion tax on 
gasoline, as well as an increase 
in sales tax from 8 to 10 percent, 
doubling of the defense tax and 
many new imposts, is hinted on 
advices from Ottawa forecast- 
ing the Dominion budget likely 
to be presented to Parliament 
on Tuesday. 

Upward adjustment of auto- 
mobile excise taxes, while being 
considered, is described as “in 
the picture but not definite.” 





surtaxes. 


The treasury also proposed addi- 
tion of a 6 percent surtax to the 
present 24 percent normal corpora- 
tion tax, as well as “luxury” taxes 
on cigarettes, theatre tickets, tele- 
phone bills, chewing gum, phono- 
graph records, soft drinks, liquor, 
beer, matches, etc. 


“Dealers Tell Me," by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 
|appears weekly in Automotive News. 





W. E. 
the 


Butler, left, 


Chicago territory, gets the latest 


the men attend to affairs of the com- 








AT THE Chicago conference of Hudson 


president of Butler Motors, Inc., 


George H. Pratt, general sales manager. 


St. Louis Sales 
In First Quarter 


Show Big Gain 


ST. LOUIS.—New car registra- 
tions here during March totaled 
4,708, a gain of 440 over March,’” ©! 
1940. In the first three months of! thi 
1941 a total of 12,564 were sold as #¢ 
against 8,717 for the same’ period Ut! 
in 1940. ram 

Truck sales totaled 466 during er 
March a loss of 68 over the same I 
month last year. However the total gtor 
sales for the first quarter of 1941, east 
1,287, represents a gain of 206 for const 
the same period last year. jlant 

Chevrolet continues to lead, hav-my 
ing a total of 1,551 new cars soldi est 
in March as against 763 for Ford, prog! 
579 for Plymouth and 357 for Pon- wes 
tiac. to hi: 

In the truck division Ford, duringhis e 
March, led with 184 deliveries with this i 
Chevrolet second with 113, Interna- 
tional third with 59 and Dodge 
fourth with 32. ” fay! 

National defense orders in manyn D 
St. Louis plants and the erectionyom 





of a TNT plant at Weldon Springs,) 
Mo., near here, is said to be re-, 5° 
sponsible for the upswing of carS8”! 
and truck sales. ource 
Relea ctei ce gret 
he €: 
Buffalo Sales mm 
ect I 
Seen at Fastest “%, 


eserv 


Pace in Historyiie 


BUFFALO. — Automobile dealers ou" 


here are ordering virtually all the,sinj 
new cars they can get because itnat 
is considered a certainty thatyt ex 
this spring’s unprecedented de-icipat 
mand for cars will continue throughyereg 
June and possibly well into July.) 
Currently Buffalo automobile deal-port; 
ers are signing up buyers of new jo 
cars at the rate of 150 a day within 
the result that the total sales forinitig 
April probably will equal, if notand 
exceed, those of 1929. satis! 
Used cars also are moving ineyt i 
good volume here. The prospectwhie! 
that used cars may encounter athe s 
strong demand when the country 
is turning more and more of it 
productive facilities to national de- er 
fense, is encouraging to dealers\of , 
who have been apprehensive that, 


' : AM 
used car inventories may get out! : 
of hand. * thi 

ae eee ee 9 inv 
3 ‘ thin 
New Dealer Appointed 1 mo 


By Dodge in Pittsburgh*"* 
var n 
PITTSBURGH.—McKinley-Greggs wil 
Co. here has been appointed Dodge-yere: 


Plymouth dealers. ugati 
The companyonqu 
has been in thea]. ¢ 


automobile bus i-ayve 
ness here forfrnly \ 
over 27 yearS.bera 
Within thos eigate 
years, it has soldaijlur 
close to a quarter Th 
million new andgge j; 
used vehicles. been 
Presiden tthou 
Frank Gregg inypomi 
1916 organized] gn 
the business withjy¢io 
the late C. G.qnes 
McKinley. On the death of McKin- 
ley, Gregg assumed _ complete Gerr 
charge. Today 125 sales and Service the 
Wit 
—no 
refu; 
but 
Gerr 





Frank Gregg 


' pany. 


Dea 


{Bett 
FE” 


‘ 
district managers held last week, isols 
Hudson distributors for qa m 
news of Hudson sales increases from it w 






ter Dealers’ or salesmen’ 
gp 

sain 

ones ECENTLY I read a bulletin 
March,’ Written by an important man 
nths of! this trade, which painted a very 


sold ag ack picture of the future of this 
‘ periog untry, and how the defense pro- 
am would affect automobile 


during ealers. 
ie same I firmly believe that every 
he total wtomobile dealer having the 
of 1941,kast bit of resourcefulness is 
206 fornstantly looking ahead and 

janning his operations to meet 
id, hav- my situation. In other words, he 
irs sold is establishing a one-man defense 
r Ford, program for his own business. He 
or Pon- owes it to himself. He owes it 

to his community. He owes it to 
,duringhis employes. And he owes it to 
es withthis industry. 
nterna- 


Dodselaybe a Blessing 


n manyn Disguise 
rectionYOMETIMES the hurdles _pre- 
*prings,) sented to us prove a blessing in 
Cres seui They call for more re- 
of car SBulse. y ; 
ourcefulness, more attention, and 
greater interest in business, and 
he exercising of our qualities of 


* * * 


; sadership to the fullest extent. Of 
ourse, I think a dealer should pro- 
st ect himself by making as much 
? rofit as possible, so he can set up 
eserves for increased taxation, 
LOry hich is surely on its way. He 


hould give special attention to the 
dealerSsyice end of his business, the 
all thé:aining of mechanics and seeing 
ause ithat he has the necessary short- 
y thatyt equipment so that he can par- 
ed de-icipate in a greater share of the 
hroughycreased maintenance work that 
o July.ij} be obtainable if a new-car 
le deal-hortage prevails. 

of new Po you occasionally stop to 
'y Withthink that the automobile dealer 
les fofinitiates all this service business, 
if notsnd if he fortifies himself to 
: _ satisfactorily care for it, he can 
ing 1Meut in on this volume of business 
rospectwhich is four times as great as 


nter &the sale of new cars? 
“country * * * 


f it 
nal de?ermanent Support 
dealers\o¢ Likely 


oa — AM one of a school who doesn’t 
‘ think we will ever be called upon 
9 invade the European continent. 
think the Axis powers will cave 
d 2 morally and economically — they 
yurgh2"'t permanently support such a 
tar machine as they have now, or 
-Greggs will be needed, to keep the con- 
Dodge-uered nations in constant sub- 
ugation. The more countries they 
npanyYonquer, the more quickly they will 
in theall. Conquests in all past history 
buSi-ave been permanently successful 
‘e forfnly when they were conducted to 
'ears.iberate people. Conquests to sub- 
thoseigate people all have resulted in 
as soldajlures eventually. 
juartef The German people themselves 
w andare intelligent people. They have 
es. been used to liberties and even 
den tthough they don’t collapse eco- 
‘SE IMnomically, there will eventually, 
nized] am sure, be an internal revo- 
s withlytion against their own masters. 
- “-These masters have turned the 
fcKin- suns, with which the struggling 
mplete German people provided them, on 
service the German people themselves. 
> COM" Witness the concentration camps 
—not full of Jews or foreign 
refugees, as most people suspect, 
but a large percentage of them 
Germans. 














ens © 


Dealers Face 


Better Situation 
FTER this war, I think it will 
1°\be possible for the world to finally 
‘tome to the consideration of the 
=jtenefits to accrue from setting up 
4t formula of world operations 
jased upon justice and economics 
~not on power politics—to the end 
that the earth is run for the bene- 
) it of the humans who live on it— 
t program entered into by all na- 
itions to assure all people better 
portunities to enjoy the benefits 
Which science has provided for 
‘etter living in the last 50 to 100 
years, 

Now, don’t think I am an 
week, isolationist. As long as there is 
ors fOr a mad man at large on the earth, 
* from it would be foolish not to prepare 
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Dealers tell me 


By John O. Munn 





addressed to John O. Munn in care of Automotive News, D 
, » Detroit, 
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$ comments, questions or requests may be 


to defend ourselves. But defend- 
ing ourselves doesn’t mean that 
automobile retailing is going out 
of the picture. It is too important 
a factor in our domestic economy. 
And if you follow this column, 
Ill tell you why I think some 
dealers will make more money 
than ever before. Necessity is go- 
ing to force changes. The change 
will be beneficial now, and for 
the long term. 

* 


* * 


After Hysteria 
Is Over 

UST now, for instance, I think 

this industry is needlessly dis- 
turbed about priorities. I think 
that the priorities which are now 
going through are more the result 
of nervous reaction of the Wash- 
ington administrators than facts 
indicate are necessary. I think 
these priorities are all right. 
They will prevent certain in- 
dustries from hoarding materials 
in excess of their requirements as 
a hedge against the future. As soon 
as we get through this first nervous 
spell of priorities I think that we 
will be found to have ample ma- 
terial to meet the needs of the de- 
fense program, as well as to take 
eare of civilian needs. In fact, I 
would not be surprised, with all 
the manufacturers finding substi- 
tutes for aluminum, automobile 
manufacturers cutting production 
20 percent, and with new aluminum 
factories coming into production 
almost monthly, if aluminum stocks 
will not start to pile up by next fall. 

For example, I happen to be 
familiar with the dental bur 
business. Germany supplied seven- 
eighths of the dental burs 
throughout the world with the 
exception of the United States. 
American manufacturers _pro- 
duced three-fifths of the burs 
used in the United States, and 
one-eighth of the burs used in 
the rest of the world. 

a = x 


Enough Orders 


For Three Years 

HEN the all-out war was 

started in September, 1939, of 
course the British blockade cut off 
the German export which meant 
no more dental burs from Ger- 
many. The American manufac- 
turers of dental burs within 90 days 
had orders for immediate shipment 
of enough burs, both domestic and 
export, to equal world consumption 
for three years. 

What happened? At that time 
there was no nervous Washing- 
ton to jump in and make de- 
cisions—that was left entirely to 
the American manufacturers who 
had the orders. They accepted 
all those orders, but instead of 
shipping a thousand-gross order, 
for instance (obviously more than 
the immediate need), they shipped 
25 gross and back-ordered the 
rest. This gave the buyer an in- 
dication that he was going to 
have enough burs for his imme- 
diate use, and the pressure was 
therefore relieved. The American 
manufacturers didn’t add to their 
equipment or the size of the fac- 
tories—they did, however, put on 
three shifts a day and since that 
time have found it possible to 
adequately take care of the en- 
tire world’s needs. 

* * + 


Witness U.S. 


Production 

HEN, if present wars are mech- 

anized wars, what opportunity | 
has the world against America? 
Eighty percent of all the motor) 
vehicles in the world were built by | 
American manufacturers. A lot of | 
the other 20 percent are not made | 
in Axis countries, but in Canada, | 
England and France, so when it 
comes to the production of equip- 
ment for a mechanized war, in raw | 
materials, factories and _ trained 
employes, the U. S. has the ad-| 
vantage in just about that propor- | 
tion. 

Don’t ever think the automo- | 

(Continued on Page 18, Col. 3) 
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READERS will recall the photo of an attractive window display published 
last January in Automotive News, and credited to the Mission City Pontiac Co., 


Tex. It was a winter window, depicting Santa Claus and his 


reindeer, snow, evergreens, and other timely objects. Here is a spring and 
early summer window from the same company. The home is the facade of an 


old-fashioned Colonial home, the flag is 


the Lone Star flag of the State of Texas, 


and the grass, flowers, shrubs and other vegetation are the real stuff. 


Kelly Sees More Curtailment 
but ‘Dealers Won't be Ruined’ 


BALTIMORE.—Belief that auto- 
mobile production for the model 
year beginning Aug. 1 will be cut 
even more than the 20 percent 
announced by William S. Knudsen, 
was expressed here by C. Markland 
Kelly, president of Maryland Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. 

He saw no reason to be “pan- 
icky,” however, and said he did not 
see where a 20 percent reduction 
“would be ruinous to the automobile 
business nor to the buying public.” 

“Of vital importance both to the 
consumer public and to the sales 
organizations is whether the 20 
percent is to be below the calendar 
or model yearly output. (Editor’s 
Note: The curtailment is based on 
the 1941-model output.) My own 
company right now is running 20 
percent in deliveries behind our 
contract with the manufacturer. 

“And, from conversation with 
other Maryland dealers, I find their 
experience is much the same. It 
is easy to see, taking this as a 


Dealer Outlets 
Decline Slightly 


In Chicago Area 


CHICAGO.— Dealer outlets totaled 
487 in Cook county on Apr. 1, a 
drop of three from Jan. 1 and 
of 17 from Apr. 1 last year, Chi- 
cago Automobile Trade Assn. re- 
ported last week. By makes of 
cars, the number of outlets was: 

Buick, 33; Cadillac, 11; Chevro- 
let, 49; Chrysler, 36; Crosley, 1; 
De Soto, 36; Dodge, 40; Ford, 60; 
Hudson, 43; Lincoln-Zephyr, 38; 
Mercury, 44; Nash, 37; Oldsmobile, 


35; Packard, 21; Plymouth, 108; 
Pontiac, 41; Studebaker, 34, and 
Willys, 17. 


With respect to dealer “mortal- 
ity,’ the report disclosed that 14 
new car outlets dropped or lost 
their new car franchises during 
the first quarter of 1941, the same 
number as in the same period last 
year. Four of the dealers who were 
cancelled out or resigned remained 
in the new car business and 10 
dropped out. 

The bulletin of the CATA also 
gives the story of new car “im- 
portations.” It shows that 952 units 
were sold to Cook county residents 
by non-county dealers, with Illinois 
dealers accounting for 488 of this 
number and those outside the state 
for 464. 


Beckenbach Will Head 
Cleveland Dealers Assn. 


CLEVELAND.—At a meeting of 
the board of Cleveland Automotive 
Trade Assn., the following officers 
were elected for the new fiscal 
year: 

President, Homer R. Beckenbach, 
Lake City Sales Co.; 1st vice-presi- 
dent, Jay W. Barber, Barber Mo- 
tors, Inc.; 2nd vice-president, I. S. 
Brownlee, Brownlee Chevrolet, Inc.; 


Motors, Inc.; secretary-manager, R. | 


Earl Burrows. 


criterion, why I feel a 20 percent 
reduction in 1942 models is, in my 
opinion, too modest. 


“Yet, there is no reason to be 
panicky. I do not see where a 20 
percent reduction would be ruin- 
ous to the automobile business 
nor to the buying public. All de- 
i pends on what year is set up as 
the standard year for comparative 
purposes. A recession year in the 
automobile business was 1939, 
whereas 1937 and 1938 were much 
better. 


“In looking forward to a 20 per- 
cent reduction in automobile manu- 
facture, must we look to the re- 
cession year or to a good year to 
draw our conclusions? The dealers 
did business in 1939, the recession 
year, and I feel they will continue 
to do business. There is no reason 
to believe the reduction in manu- 
facture will cause closed sales 
rooms. 


“The automobile business cannot 
afford to close down entirely since 
the automobile is just as much a 
part of the American mode of liv- 
ing as the railroads, street cars, 
boats and airplanes, furnishing a 
very definite transportation need 
to every city, town and hamlet 
in the entire country. 


“However, we must not lose sight 
of the fact that any reduction in 
automobile manufacture is the di- 
rect result of a patriotic effort 
to have the United States prepared 
in case of any eventuality and that 
all of us must make sacrifices of 
some kind. 


“Therefore, I do not think the 
20 percent reduction will have dis- 
astrous results either to the buy- 
ing public or to the dealers. I feel 
sure many of the dealers agree 
with me that of major importance 
right now is the complete prepara- 
tion of our own national defense 
program.” 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
‘“Sparks’’ column is read by _ the 
‘‘wide-awake”’ in industry. 
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Customer Gets $3, Dealer $1 


vey Reveals 
How Car Profit 
Is Tossed Away 


CHICAGO.—How dealers tossed 
away their rightful profits in 1940 
through used car overallowances, 
permitting the customer to pocket 
$3 to every $1 for themselves, is 
brought to light by Chicago Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. 


The facts and figures are dis- 
closed in a CATA dealer operating 
facts bulletin issued after an analy- 
sis of member dealer statements, 
showed that the average net profit 
per dealer last year was $11,000, 
while customers got $33,000 in used 
ear gross loss or factory markup 
which the dealer should have col- 
lected, but didn’t. 


Continuing, the bulletin states: 


“Consider all the responsibility 
and liability a dealer has in con- 
nection with his investment. Con- 
sider the work he does in merchan- 
dising a volume of new and used 
cars, service, parts, accessories, gas, 
oils and grease; in the collection 
of receivables, and everything else 
it takes to operate a fast moving 
business. 


“And still he gives the purchaser 
of a new car $3 of the markup he 
is entitled to for every dollar he 
makes of net profit from his en- 
tire business! We believe it’s time 
dealers made quite a change in 
their thinking and their plans of 
merchandising cars.” 


Declaring that “this condition 
cannot be changed overnight; we 
just don’t have a magic wand or 
an Aladdin’s lamp,” the CATA 
also observes that “if dealers will 
take a more active part in the 
management of their business, 
know more about the cost of do- 
ing business and the true market 
value of their merchandise, and 
train their selling department 
heads along lines of profit as well 
as volume, slowly but surely this 
condition will change.” 

The situation favors dealers in 
mending their ways, according ta 
the bulletin. 

“Now is your opportunity to col- 
lect a much larger part of this 
markup that you are entitled to. If 
you trade properly, your net profit 
can be increased to $3 to every $1 
the customer gets, instead of the 
reverse.” 


Dealers Exempt 
From Ky. Tax 


FRANKFORT, Ky.—In a deci- 
sion handed down here by Circuit 
Judge W. B. Ardery, all automo- 
bile dealers transporting their own 
ears across Kentucky are exempt 
from the state’s annual $250 license 
law. 

Judge Ardery granted an injunc- 
tion against collection of the tax, 
asked by E. K. Harwell & Sons, 
Lewisburg, Tenn.; I. Schiffman & 
Co., Huntsville, Ala.; and Etowaha 
Motor Co., Gadsden, Ala. He ruled 
the tax applied only to those trans- 
porting cars for hire. 

The dealers explained they bought 
cars in Michigan and other north- 
ern states and drove or towed them 
home for sale. 





HERE’S PART of a large delegation of De Soto dealers, salesmen, and their 
wives and customers from the Mankato and Albert Lea (Minn.) areas, who 
last week toured the De Soto and Plymouth factories in Detroit and were 
banqueted by officials of the two organizations. The group, associate dealers 
of Miller Motor Co., Mankato, and the Seliger Motor Co., Albert Lea, wound 
up their two-day stay in Detroit by taking factory delivery of a large number 
of new De Soto cars. Pictured, left to right, John Schine and John Schultz, 


Miller Motors, Mankato; J. E. Setrum, 


Miller Motors, St. James, Minn.; E. H. 


Sebo, dealer at Madelia, Minn.; L. A. Schilling, Springfield (Minn.) dealer and 


| treasurer, W. O. Steudel, Steudel | Mrs. Schilling; Mrs. Ray R. Fesemmaier and 
(Minn.) dealer; Mrs. Mason Marzahn and Mason Marzahn, Waterville (Minn.) 
| dealer; Al Brandt, Peter Perrizo, Leo Dolan and Colonel Len Perrizo, all 


of Delevan, Minn. 


Ray BR. Fesemmaier, New Ulm 
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OUR PLEDGE 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value.—(AN 6-10-1983). 
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Selective Trading 


RANTED that the present seller’s market, which prom- 
ises to set an all-time sales high for the first six months 
of this year, has intensified wild trading on the part of many 
dealers who give little thought of the morrow. So President 
Cargile, of National Automobile Dealers Assn., is starting 
a back fire to stop the flames that threaten to devour the 
profits of this seller’s market, with the curtailed production 
as a furrow that should act as an extinguisher of the wild 
trading conflagration. Mr. Cargile suggests as a panacea that 
the slogan should be “Selective Trading,” under which ban- 
ner the dealer should pick and choose profitable deals so he 
can get his full gross profit. Profitless sales records won’t 
carry him through the lean days ahead, but strong reserves 
will, and 5 percent net on sales will be a nest egg worth 
having in those predicted lean months ahead. 


As a warning, Mr. Cargile declares that present selling 
methods are lowering the standards of private enterprise in 
automobile retailing. Regulation and control appear in- 
evitable unless this downward trend is stopped. The answer 
lies in voluntary action to curb this headlong and destruc- 
tive practice, NADA’s president declares. 


In outlining its three-point program at the meeting of its 
executive committee in Detroit last week, NADA has 
started a well-thought-out campaign that should arouse its 
members and make for constructive thinking as to improved 
business methods. The association has thrown down the 
gauntlet of sound business to get full gross profit in hopes 
the dealers will accept it. Will they? 


‘Well Done, Chrysler!’ 


N June 9, 1940, Defense Commissioner Knudsen asked 
Chrysler’s president, K. T. Keller, “Will you make 
tanks?” and Mr. Keller answered, “Yes. Where can I see 
one?” That started things moving. On Aug. 15 that year 
ground was broken for a $20,000,000 tank arsenal. The 
building was completed Apr. 7, 1941, and on the 24th of the 
same month the first M-3 28-ton tank was delivered to the 
U.S. Army. 


That is characteristic of the speed with which the auto- 
mobile industry has responded to the call of the White 
House for defense armament, and particularly characteristic 
of Chrysler. Cheering, too, is the information that by late 
summer mass production will be under way, with five of the 
monsters coming off the line in each eight-hour shift. 


Gen. Wesson, who accepted the first tank for the U. S. 
Army last Thursday, but voiced the sentiments of the nation 
when he said in his speech: ‘Well done, Chrysler!”’, an ac- 
colade honestly earned by Mr. Keller and his associates. The 
motor capital points with pride to the great accomplishment, | 
believing it is another point that proves the city is entitled to | 
be called: “Detroit the Dynamic.” 





TURNPIKE _It has been many a 
POINTS THE year since I have 
WAY! had my nose in a 


school geography 
but they tell me the maps sstill 
show a long mountain range sepa- 
rating the rest of the United States 
from the Eastern seaboard and 
still known as the Alleghenies. To- 
day, thanks to the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike, the driver of a motor 
vehicle has erased the tortuous 
roads which climb over this range 
from his map. One drives from 
Irwin (near Harrisburg) to Middle- 
sex (near Pittsburgh)—159.6 miles 
-with less effort than he drives 
twice daily the 12 miles from home 
to office and climbs no _ higher 
gradient than he finds between his 
curb and his garage door. 
aa ea * 


No longer need one worry 
whether rain, snow, ice or sleet 
are howling around the mountain 
crest because he is_ speeding 
through a white-tiled, double-laned 
tunnel, lighted by non-glare neon 
lights. For all practical purposes 
he could “lash the helm” (make 
fast the steering wheel, you land- 
lubbers!) and doze the two hours 
between the entry and exit gates. 
You can laugh me out but I'll 
wager a car could today be built 
to do this very thing safely, with 
“electric eyes” to protect you fore 
and aft and on the sides. Who is 
to say that such equipment will 
not be as common as car radios 
some day? 

om * 

Perhaps you will remember that 
this is my second “date” with my 
favorite highway. I devoted my 
column in two successive issues last 
October, when I made my first 
trip over this road coming from 
the New York show. I pointed out 
then, that the cost of one battle- 
ship or one bomber would build a 
great many miles of these limited- 
access highways, which in my hum- 
ble opinion would have as great 
defense value as anything we are 
now building. I answered a critic 
who accused me of promoting a 
“toll road” that I, for one, would be 
willing to pay tolls to drive over 
such a highway from Detroit to 
Los Angeles or to Florida or Maine 
for that matter. I supplied the esti- 
mate which. showed that the road 
would be self-liquidating in 30 years 
and already it begins to appear 
(as you will note from the figures 
below, supplied by Walter A. Jones, 
chairman of the Turnpike Commis- 
sion) that the road will be amor- 
tized in perhaps half that time, 
so rapid is the increase in its use. 

* * * 


Such a picture of the United 
States of the future as was de- 
picted in the spectacularly popular 
Futurama of General Motors at the 
New York World’s Fair is al- 
ready a realization in this road. If 
we in the automotive industry (and 
none should be more interested) 
will make the building of such 
similar highways across the length 
and breadth of this country a 
major objective of the next five 
years, we can have such highways 
long before you and I are brushing 
the ashes out of our beards. Two 
eminent economists at Fortune 
magazine’s recent Round Table 
stated: “Demobilization will result 
in such a drastic reduction of gov- 
ernment expenditures, something 
very drastic will have to be done 
to absorb those newly appearing 
unemployed in the first year of the 
downturn in federal expenditures. 
I think that the only solution for 
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Will This Stop It? 


In This Corner 


‘2-door vs. 4-door...... 


Automotive News Cartoon by Ogg FitzGerald 


> 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 


be observed upon request. 


Charts 


In connection with some charts 
we are making now, we are won- 
dering if you have somewhere in 
your files the total passenger car 
production of General Motors for 
the first quarter of 1941. 

Also we would like to secure, if 


that problem will be public works.” 
... and “There is a tremendous un- 
satisfied demand in this country for 
highway construction.” This will 
thus undoubtedly force a continua- 
tion of the present liberal federal 
advance for such highway construc- 
tion, irrespective of what political 
party is in power. 
™ > 2 

It is not too soon to start think- 
ing about the continuation of this 
highway. Already the link from 
Philadelphia to Harrisburg is on 
the way. Pittsburgh to Chicago 
should be the next jump with off- 
shoots to Cleveland, Toledo, De- 
troit and the hundred and one 
cities in between. The cost of build- 
ing such a highway across the 
plains to the Rockies would prob- 
ably be less than we are now 


proposing to give China! I should | 


like to be one of those to contribute 
my mite to a program which would 
make Henry Joy’s dream of a Lin- 
coln Highway from coast-to-coast 
a reality within the next five 
years. I wonder how many of you 
would actively support such a 
plan.—G.M.S. 


Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission 
STATEMENT OF TRAFFIC AND REVENUE MARCH, 1941 
Fare Revenue by Vehicle Class: 


March, 1941 


Vehicles 


43 

. 100,394 
1,612 
5,337 
5,070 
9,755 
10 
109 
1,157 


Classification 


Motorcycles 

Pass. Automobiles 
Light Trucks 
Medium Trucks .... 
Heavy Trucks 
Truck, Semi-Trailers 
Trucks, Full Trailers 
Buses (up to 12 pass.) 
Buses (13, over pass.) 


$ 


Totals . oo. s - 128,487 


Other Revenue 


Total Revenue.... 


74,927.30 
16,364.65 
56,080.67 
$159,124.57 


$168,836.59 


Cumulative Totals 
November, 1940 to April, 1941 
Vehicles Revenue 
598 $ 253.80 
759,812 574,385.61 
10,133 5,610.20 
22,535 29,855.85 
28,049 87,824.80 
45,516 266.746.22 
84 601.20 
397 682.35 
5,505 10,792.30 
$ 976,752.33 
72,776.52 


Revenue 


19.45 


951.75 
7,721.70 


89.35 
156.55 
2,813.15 
872,629 
9,712.02 


$1,049,528.85 








possible, the approximate propor- 
tion, in the various industries as 
a whole, between two-door and 
four-door cars. 

If you have this material avail- 
able, we would appreciate it very 
much if you would let us have it. 
Thanking you in advance.—Harry 
Tipper, general sales manager, 
— Rubber Co., Inc., Lafayette, 
nd. 

Epitor’s Note: General Motors’ 
first quarter production is esti- 
mated at 660,000 cars and trucks. 
In the latest figures available, 
four-door cars accounted for 
43.79 percent of total sales, while 

two-door sedans comprised 36.71 
percent. 


Nebraska 


New car sales are running about 

even with last year, and the used 
car situation is just fair. 
; Substantial part of current buy- 
ing is abnormal, based on fear of 
high prices and the possibility of 
substitutes and inferior materials. 
Jones, A. H. Jones Co., 
Hastings, Neb. 


Coming Events 





MAY 
1—Boston (Parker House). Automo- 
tive Trade and Accessories Show. 
22-23—Detroit (Statler). American Bat- 
tery Manufacturers, Inc., spring 


meeting. 

22-24—Pittsburgh (Wp. Penn) Annual 
Convention and Show of Automo- 
bile Engine Rebuilders Assn. 


JUNE 


| 1l- 6—White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 


(Greenbrier) Summer Meeting. 
16-17—Excelsior Springs, Mo. Missouri 
Automobile Dealers Assn. conven- 


tion. 

23-24—Myrtle Beach, 8. C. South Caro- 
lina Automobile Dealers Assn. con- 
vention. 

23-24—Reading, Pa. (Lincoln). Annual 
Convention of Pennsylvania Auto- 
motive Assn. 

23-24—-Rochester (Sagamore). Empire 
State Automobile Merchants Assn. 
Inc., annual convention. 

23-27—Chicago (Palmer House). Ameri- 
can Society for Testing Materials 
Annual Convention. 


JULY 
21-22—Asheville, N. C. (Park Grove 
Inn). North Carolina Automobile 
Dealers Assn. annual convention. 


AUGUST 
4- 7—Chicago (Stevens). Automobile 
Accessories Assn. Show. 
| SEPTEMBER 
| 20-26—Milwaukee. (Schroder Hotel) SAE 
National Tractor Meeting. 
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“-our business increased 56.5%! 
a 

be, BIGGEST sales increase in the industry in 56.5% 


~ 1940. And Public preference for Chrysler 


P—47.5% 
continues its amazing growth. No wonder 





h ; C—42.4% 

bias Chrysler dealers are happy! oii em 

“The biggest sales features in the industry ae B—34.9% 

of account for these swiftly mounting sales! 

als. Fluid Drive...Vacamatic transmission... Air- o~E0. _— 

“°" flow bodies... Tailored-to-Taste inside and out. M—22.1%  s— 209% 

| You get the good things first from Chrysler aa es 
every year ...so your line is always competi- DZ 

mo- tive, aggressive, growing in popularity. | GD 

ine All over the country, owners of new 1941 _ Za Lz 

no- tars have traded them in to get Fluid Drive Above figures from Automotive News show 1940 sales gains of leading makes. 

va. and the other great Chrysler features. Chrysler 

ur has attracted new owners at the fastest rate in history! Naturally, the tremendous increase in sales has made a big 

- With Chrysler and Plymouth, you cover the market. How- 1941 cxpearion pengeam necessary... so tpere may be ap 

#! ever conditions change in your territory, you’re always ready Opportunity near you. If interested, address Chrysler Corpora- 

re to take advantage of them. tion, Chrysler Sales Division, 12200 East Jefferson Ave., Detroit. 
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CHRYSLER «» PLYMOUTH | 
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Tex. Bill Seeks $4,400,000 Levy on Motor Industr 


























$23,661,000 Omnibus Tax 
Goes to Senate for Debate) 


as a substitute for a $26,000,000 tax 
bill passed by the house. 

Instead of a 1 percent tax on 
automobile loans, approved by the 
house, the senate bill included a 1 
percent sales tax on new automo- 
biles estimated to raise $3,000,000. 

The senate bill also included: 
1—provisions designed to plug up 
loopholes in the gasoline tax law 
which its sponsors said would bring 
in an additional $1,000,000 annually; 
2—an intangible tax against com- 
mon carrier motor vehicles similar 
to the law now applying against 
railroads, designed to raise $200,- 
000; and 3—2 percent gross receipts 
tax against contract and commod- 
ity carrier motor vehicles, esti- 
mated to yield $200,000. 

Biggest item in the senate bill, 
like the house bill, is a tax of 4 
cents per barrel on crude oil. The 
crude oil tax is now 2% cents per 
barrel. The house voted to raise 


AUSTIN, Tex.—The senate state 
affairs committee last week recom- 
mended a $23,661,000 omnibus tax 
bill, including levies of approxi- 
mately $4,400,000 on new automobile 
sales and the motor transportation 
industry. 

The tax bill, designed to finance 
social security services and other 
governmental functions, was sched- 
uled for early debate in the senate. 
It was drafted by a sub-committee 


Fair Trade Act 
In Del. Signed 
By Gov. Bacon 


DOVER, Del.—A fair trade act, 
authorizing minimum resale price 
contracts between retailers and 
manufacturers, was signed into law 





A DRIVEAWAY of 85 Lincoln-Zephyr cars left Detroit last week for Minne- 
apolis and other nearby dealer points. Arranged by Milt N. Johnson, manager 
of the Twin Cities factory branch of Ford Motor Co., the driveaway was 
the second major road delivery of Lincoln-Zephyrs to this district in recent 
months. Photo, taken at Ford Rotunda in Dearborn, shows a portion of the 
dealer group brought by A. K. McDonald, left, Lincoln and Mercury distributor 
in Minneapolis. 


Change in Insurance Law 
Pushed in Massachusetts 


last week by Gov. Walter W. Ba- 
con. The action leaves only three 
states — Vermont, Missouri and 
Texas—without such legislation on 
their statute books. 

Gov. Bacon also signed a bill in- 
creasing the speed limit on four- 
lane undivided roads and dual 
highways from 45 to 55 miles an 
hour. Other new limits provided by 
the bill include: 25 miles an hour 
in any business district; 35 in any 
residential district, and 50 on two- 
lane highways. Limits set for 
trucks are: 20 miles an hour in 
business districts; 25 in any resi- 
dential area, and 40 under other 
conditions. 

The bill also forbids operators 
from driving at such speeds as to 
impede or block normal and 
reasonable movement of traffic, ex- 
cept when reduced speed is neces- 
sary for the safe operation of the 
— or in compliance with the 
aw. 













the tax to 4% cents. The senate 
committee recommended 4 cents, 
estimated to raise $8,000,000 addi- 
tional revenue annually. 

The senate bill would increase 
the tax on corporation franchises 
to $1 per $1,000 capital stock. The 
present rates are 60 cents and 30 
cents per $1,000, depending upon 
total capitalization. The increase is 
expected to raise $2,350,000 addi- 
tional revenue annually. 

Observers predicted there would 
be few changes, if any, in the 
committee recommendations. After 
passage by the senate, the bill is 
expected to go to a conference 
committee. 


Insurance Inquiry 
MONTREAL, Premier Adelard 
Godbout announced last week that he 
would submit legislation to bring about 
an investigation into automobile insur- 
ance rates in Quebec province. The 
commission will conduct a complete 
inquiry and report in time for the 

next session of the legislature. 


BOSTON.—For two days auto- 
motive legislation was the big 
issue at the Boston state house. 
First measure taken up by the 
highway and motor vehicle com- 
mittee was the proposed change 
in the compulsory insurance law. 
Manager Fred Hamlin of the Bos- 
ton Automobile Club, made the 
opening talk outlining the proposed 


Value of Vehicle 


Inspection Is 
Debated in Conn. 


HARTFORD, Conn.—Retention of 
semi-annual state inspection of 
motor vehicles was advocated by 
spokesmen for Connecticut auto- 
mobile dealers at a legislative hear- 
ing conducted here by the motor 
vehicles committee of the general 
assembly. 

Rejection of 30 percent of the 
cars appearing at the lanes proves 
the need for inspections, Kendall 
Pierce of the Connecticut Auto- 
motive Trades Assn. told the com- 
mittee. 

Another association representa- 
tive declared it was the consensus 
of automobile dealers that the in- 
spections materially aid in pro- 
moting highway safety. 

Continuance of the inspections 
also was favored by M. W. Illing- 
worth of the Connecticut Motor 
Truck Assn., who urged that per- 
mission be extended for the in- 
spection of trucks at their termi- 
nals, as at present. 

Major Vernon S. Morehouse, 
chairman of the Highway Safety 
Commission, termed the inspection 
lanes a preventive of highway ac- 
cidents and said he had never met 
a traffic expert who was opposed 
to inspections. Charles L. Woundy, 
also of the commission, spoke sim- 
ilarly. 

Leila Thompson, another member 
of the Highway Safety Commission, 
likened inspections to one of the 
ropes holding down a balloon. If 
one of the ropes were cut, she 
pointed out, it would increase the 
chance of the balloon getting away. 
Declaring that it is difficult to say 
just what part each factor plays 
in highway safety, she said that 
nevertheless no one should remove 
the inspection factor and thus cut 
one of the ropes holding down the 
accident rate. 

Other speakers urged complete 
termination of the _ inspections, 
which they contended were an un- 
necessary inconv-nience. Also ad- 
vanced were compromise proposals 
that inspections be made voluntary, 
that new automobiles be exempt 
from testing for three years, and 
that the issue be settled at a refer- 
endum at the 1942 state election. 

State Senator Herbert E. Bald- 
win assailed the inspection as an 


*Indeed it does! Because home buyers are éxtra- 
good new car prospects—because every other new car 
buyer in New York City reads The New York Times—be- 
cause The New York Times is the Number One Automo- 
tive Medium in your Number One Automotive Market. 








inconvenience to motorists, partic- 
‘ularly owners of more than one 
i vehicle, and contended there was 
‘evidence indicating that the con- 
-tribution of inspections to safety 
-was trivial. If the state must con- 
tinue inspections, he said, it should 
make them voluntary or exempt 
new cars until they are three years 
old. 


changes which would place a pen- 
alty on reckless drivers by increas- 
ing their insurance premiums based 
on their records. 

Hamlin explained that in this 
way the cost of insurance would 
come down through making drivers 
more conscious of the laws through 
touching their pocketbooks. The 
committee took the bill “under ad- 
visement.” 


The bill to change the registra- 
tion date from Jan. 1 to July 1 
was also studied. Ex-Attorney Gen- 
eral Paul W. Dever presented the 
case for the Massachusetts Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. Dever pre- 
sented a good case for the change, 
apparently, showing many other 
states had deferred registration 
dates. He said it would help retail 
business that bogs down after 
Christmas and the extra gasoline 
tax would give the state $1,500,000 
more for highways. 


Those opposing the bill stated 
that “there was no humanity for 
the poor man in this change, rather 
it will soak him.” 


Florida Again Passes 
Emergency Gasoline Tax 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—For the 
sixth time in recent years, the 
Florida legislature has voted a 7- 
cent gasoline tax levy for this state. 


The measure calling for a levy of 
seven cents per gallon, imposed dur- 
ing an “emergency” in 1931 and 
subsequently re-enacted year after 
year because of what some solons 
described “a continuing emer- 
gency,” the house this week passed 
it by a vote of 87 to 1. The senate 
having previously passed it by an 
overwhelming majority, the bill 
now goes to Governor S. L. Hol- 


Out of Hopper 


Colo. Fuel Code Passed 


DENVER.—Gov. Ralph L. Carr last 
week signed a bill which provides 
stricter regulation in the sale of gaso- 
line, kerosene and other petroleum 
products. It gives the state oil inspec- 
tor power to make close investigations 
of the petroleum industry. Gov. Carr 
said he understands the measure will 
curb the possibility of gasoline ‘‘boot- 


legging’’ in Colorado and sets up a 
model code for regulation of the 
entire petroleum industry. 


* * 


License Tag Bill 
CONCORD, N. H.—(UTPS).—House 


of Representatives passed house bill; 


391, providing that registration plates 
on motor vehicles shall be horizontal 
“‘and not less than 12 and not more 
than 48 inches from the ground, pro- 
vided that the commissioner may make 
special regulations in relation to motor 
trucks’’ and house bill 392, permitting 
non-residents who have operators’ li- 
censes in their own states to drive 
New Hampshire-registered cars here, 
without obtaining New Hampshire li- 
censes, provided they do not receive 
pay for such operation. 

= s 


N.Y. Used Car Bill Vetoed 


ALBANY, N. Y.—A bill which would 
have required sellers of used cars to 
| give bills of sale made out on forms 
| furnished by the state bureau _of motor 
| vehicles has been vetoed by Gov. Her- 
| bert H. Lehman on the ground it 
would impose additional 
expenses without an 
meet them. 


duties and 
appropriation to 


LEGISLATION 


Labor 


(Continued from Page 1) 


demand for a closed shop and a 
higher wage scale. The company 
has flatly refused to grant a 
closed shop, Wilson said, and sug- 
gested that the union should get 
the right of a closed shop from 
Congress. “We are not fighting the 
union, nor trying to undermine it, 
but neither are we going to under- 
write it,’ Wilson declared. 

James F. Dewey, federal labor 
conciliator announced that a wage 
offer by the company was not satis- 
factory to the union, which is de- 
manding a blanket 10-cents-an- 
hour raise. 

A great deal of wrangling was 
seen here last week between union 
and company officials on whether 
defense work could be segregated 
from regular work. The union has 
repeatedly declared that defense 
work could be separated from 
automotive production work. Presi- 
dent Wilson, however, said some 
parts of defense work in GM 
plants could be segregated but on 
the whole “defense and non-defense 
production are so inter-related that 
they are impossible of separation.” 
Wilson further stated, “You can- 
not tell on a truck assembly line, 
for example, where production of 
commercial trucks ends and that 
of Army trucks begins.” 

Meanwhile, the four - week - old 
coal miners strike affecting 400,000 
workers and threatening a serious 
shortage in national defense in- 
dustries was turned over to the 
National Defense Mediation Board 
last week by Frances Perkins, 
secretary of labor, after negotia- 
tions had become hopelessly dead- 
locked. 

Quick action was expected from 
the three-man board in the re- 
opening of the mines as President 
Roosevelt last week took notice of 
the seriousness of the dispute when 
he declared that “national safety” 
demands reopening of the mines 
immediately. 

In the meantime, CIO officials 
declared a strike at the Glenn L. 
Martin airplane factory at Balti- 
more when the company had re- 
jected their demands for a 10-cent 
hourly wage increase. Glenn L. 
Martin, company president, de- 
clined to admit a strike was in 
progress. Twenty-seven workers 
walked out last Wednesday night 
over the wage rejection. 

Much concern was being felt 
here last week over the pending 
strike of the UAW-CIO at the 
Ex-Cell-O Corp. Union filed a five- 
day notice of intent to strike last 
Tuesday. The company is working 
on large defense orders. 

x * * 


Bennett Denies 


Ford-CIO Pact 

DETROIT. — Harry H. Bennett, 
Ford Motor Co. personnel director, 
denied last week that a _ verbal 
agreement covering wage raises, 
grievance procedure and a steward 
system in the Ford Rouge and 
Lincoln plants had been reached 
with the UAW-CIO. 

The union claim, in the form of 
a statement by its president, R. 
J. Thomas, was made in the union 
publication, “Ford Facts.” 

Bennett said that the only agree- 
ment the company had made with 
the UAW (CIO) was to reopen the 
Rouge plant following the recent 
strike. Earlier he had denied a 
claim of the Federal Labor Union 
(AFL) that the company had 
agreed to recognize it as bargain- 
ing agent for Ford employes. 

Thomas’ announcement that set- 
tlement had been reached on three 
major bargaining issues declared 
that the agreement would hold 
until after a forthcoming National 
Labor Relations Board election to 
determine sole collective bargain- 
ing rights. 

The points agreed on, according 
to Thomas’ statement, were: 

1—Raising of Ford wage rates 
to those paid by other major auto- 
mobile corporations and equaliza- 
tion of wages for work performed 
on the same operations. 

2—A union grievance procedure 
to adjust all grievances quickly 
and fairly. 

3—A UAW (CIO) steward sys- 
tem to make the grievance pro- 
cedure effective. 
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Wall Street Reaction Mixed Over Car 
Higher Taxes Also Accepted 


In View of Big U.S. Orders 


By Dana Stuart 
Wall St. Correspondent 

NEW YORK.—The chief automo- 
tive topic in Wall Street during the 
past week, of course, was the 20! 
percent reduction in 1942 model 
output the industry has agreed to 
make in order that the defense 
program may be speeded. The step 
was hailed as a great deed by a 
great industry. 

The reaction as to direct effects 
on the industry was mixed, but it 
was clear that the financial world 
saw favorable as well as unfavor- 
able implications in the step. One 
of the chief decisions that Wall 
Street made about the whole thing 
was that while the short-term ef- 
fect might be somewhat depressing 
on the industry’s earnings, the 
long-term view contained several 
encouraging factors. 


The stock market reflected the 
industry’s patriotic move by some 
weakness in automotive leaders but 
certainly there was no general sell- 
off as a result. It is no secret that 
many investors are planning to 
take advantage of developments to 
make investments in the automo- 
tive industry at what they consider 
should be bargain levels. They are 
willing to wait for results, confident 
that their faith in the industry 
will be rewarded as time goes on. 


Tax considerations also are re- 
ceiving much attention in the 
Street, but the general tendency 
is for investors to accept increased 
levies all along the line with the 
statement that the only way to 
avoid taxes is to have no profits. 
There is no arguing about the 
purpose of the taxes and there 
also is no inclination to argue with 
the theory that inasmuch as a 


Nash-Kelvinator 
Reports $1,040,527 


Profit in Quarter 


DETROIT. — Nash-Kelvinator 
Corp. reports for the quarter end- 
ing March 31 a net profit of $1,- 
040,527. This is after all charges, 
including provision for income tax 
at the existing rates and compares 
with $87,130 for the previous quar- 
ter and $382,941 for the correspond- 
ing quarter of the previous year. 

For the first six months of the 
fiscal year, starting Oct. 1, 1940, the 
net after all charges is $1,127,657, 
as compared with $405,939 for the 
first half-year period of the pre- 
ceding year. 


Both Fla. Houses Pass 
Bill to Label Used Cars 


TALLAHASSEE, Fila. Both 
houses of the legislature here have 
passed the so-called Overstreet bill, 
requiring proper labeling of auto- 
mobiles, offered for re-sale, that 
have been used in taxicab, U-drive 
it or for hire service. 


When sold, under the terms of 
the new measure, each car must 
have such prior use stamped on 
the title certificate and notice also 
affixed to windshield of the vehicle. 
The bill now goes to Gov. Holland 
for his signature. 


Timken Reelects _ 
CANTON, O.—AIl officers and direc- 
tors were reelected at the annual meet- 
ing of stockholders and directors of 


the Timken Roller Bearing Co., at the 
general offices here. 


Iu the Honper 


Mo. Turnpike Bill Advances 

ST. LOUIS.—The house committee on 
roads and highways here has approved 
a bill presented by Rep. Hamlin Han- 
nibal which would authorize the con- 
struction of a $48,000,000 toll turnpike 
between St. Louis and Kansas City. 

* * * 








Mo. Inspection Bill 


ST. LOUIS.—The automobile-inspec- 
tion bill sponsored by the city admin- 
istration here has been recommended 
for passage by the taxation and reve- 
nue committee here. It would permit 
municipalities to enact a drivers li- 
cense ordinance requiring periodical 
inspection of motor vehicles as well 


as physical tests for motorists. 


| 





STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 





Previous Latest Year 

Week Week Change Ago 

ae .. 28.08 26.73 1.35 37.44 

10 car-truck co.'s . 28.72 27.30 —1.42 39.76 

10 parts-access. . 25.81 24.89 0.92 29.25 

4tire-rubbers ... - 16.96 15.96 1.00 23.96 
sintiinencdinaivadiinciaaS gaata keen 


large part of the current heavy 
volume of business is originating 
with the government, taxes should 
not be considered a burden. 


In the meanwhile, the _ stock 
markets continued to take their 
immediate cues from the progress 
of the war in Europe. The fact 
that more attention was being 
given to the situation in Southeast- 
ern Asia probably accounted for 
the fact that the tire company 
stocks were a little weaker than 
other parts of the automotive 
markets on a percentage basis. 
siiblsiaaitehiniebaesnciabticincadsekdeiag sare ccna: 
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Motor Taxes Take 


14 Billions Annually 
WASHINGTON. — Since 1930: 
$13,143,000,000! That staggering 


figure represents the sums paid 
since 1930 in federal and state 
motor fuel and lubricant taxes 
and in levies on motor cars, ac- 


cessories and tires. That’s an 
average of a mere $1,250,000,000 
annually. 

Federal manufacturers’ excise 
taxes for the last eight years, 
1933-1940 inclusive, on gasoline, 
lubricants, motor vehicles, acces- 
sories, and tires have totaled 
$2,422,000,000, an average of 
$302,600,000 per year. 





NAM Appoints Saul 


NEW YORK.—Harvey Saul, at one 
time an assistant factory manager of 
Packard Motor Car Co. and for the 
past two years director of labor of 
Rhode Island, has just been named 
director of the employment relations 
department of the National Assn. of 
Manufacturers and secretary of the 
—— employment relations com- 
mittee. 


Helps you to make up 
to 30% more net profit 
on new car sales! 


F YOU could add up to 30% more net profit on one 
out of every 342 new car sales, without risking a penny, 
you'd have a rare business proposition, wouldn’t you? 


And if you didn’t have to beat the bushes to find the 
prospects, the proposition would be ideal, wouldn’t it? 


That's exactly what Goodyear offers you in its new 
and exclusive Proved Profit Plan, for selling LifeGuards 
and Double Eagle tires on a change-over basis. 
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LiteGuard—T. M. ‘The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
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IN RUBBER 


Earnings in First Quarter 


NEW YORK. -—-General Motors 
hourly workers for all classifica- 
tions of work, including both men 
and women, in the United States 
earned an average of $41.24 per 
week in the first quarter of 1941, 
an increase of $6.25 per week over 
the average weekly earnings for 
the corresponding period a year 
ago, it was announced last week by 
Alfred P. Sloan jr., chairman. 

Sloan stated that the greatly ex- 
panded operations within the cor- 
poration during the first quarter 
are reflected also in the increased 
number of workers, hours. per 
worker, average hourly earnings 
and amounts disbursed through 
payrolls. 

Average weekly number of hours 
of employment in the U. S. plants 
of GM was 41.9 for the 1941 first 
quarter as against 37.4 for the 
same period in 1940. The average 


hourly earnings increased from 93.6 
cents in the first quarter of 1940 
to 98.3 cents in the first quarter of 
1941. This compares with an aver- 
age hourly wage rate of 69.2 cents 
for all manufacturing industry for 
February, 1941, as reported by the 
U. S. bureau of labor statistics, and 
an average hourly rate of 76.4 cents 
for 25 major industries, as re- 
ported by the National Industrial 
Conference Board for the same 
month. 

Increase in average hourly earn- 
ings of GM workers, Sloan pointed 
out, reflects overtime premiums to- 
gether with increased rates in cer- 
tain wage _ classifications. 


CIT Earnings Up 
NEW YORK.—At the annual meeting 
of stockholders of Commercial Invest- 
ment Trust Corp., Arthur O. Dietz, 


Output Slash 


GM Hourly Workers Boost 


president, reported combined net earn- . 


ings for the quarter ended March 31, 
1941 of $4,241,641. 





This plan is proved by months of use in automobile 


salesrooms. It is designed for motor car dealers only 


... and only Goodyear has it. 


Add to all this the fact that Goodyear is the nation’s 


big tire preference . 


sure protection against blowout dangers . 
have what you have long wanted... 


. and LifeGuards are the only 


.. and you 


a new way to 


make more money. Get information from the Good- 


year office nearest you, or send in the coupon below. 


Doni, Oclag- Clete lodagy/ 
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The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Inc. 


Please have your Proved Profit Plan pepeccennetive call 
and give me complete details of your ‘‘c 
program, that will enable me to increase net profits on my 


ange-over’”’ tire 


; R. S. WILSON, Vice President 
1 Akron, Ohio 
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' new car sales as much as 30%. 
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Serious Curtailment Seen 
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‘Business as Usual’ Now Tabled, OPM Official Says 


& 


In Many Lines of Production 


NEW YORK.— Commenting on 
the voluntary cut in automobile 
production, William L. Batt, deputy 
director of the production division 
of the Office of Production Man- 
agement, predicted here last week 
that there will be a “serious cur- 
tailment” in many lines of pro- 
duction. 


“Anything that interferes with 
defense is going to have to wait,” 
he asserted in addressing a joint 
luncheon of industrial and con- 
sumer marketing divisions of the 
American Management Assn. and 
the Sales Executives Club of New 
York. The luncheon was a feature 
of the two-day conference of the 


Chrysler Names 
Morisette Head 
Of Gun Arsenal 


DETROIT.—Frank J. Morisette, 
general staff master mechanic of 
hrysler Corp., has been appointed 

‘ operating man- 
ager of the Chrys- 
ler gun arsenal, 
Herman L. Weck- 
ler, vice-president 
and general man- 
ager of the cor- 
poration an- 
nounced last 
week. ° 
As a result of 
an agreement 
reached with the 
U. S. Navy, the 
corporation will 
manufacture 40- millimeter rapid- 
firing anti-aircraft guns—regarded 
as one of the world’s most effec- 
tive weapons for combating dive 
bombers. Manufacture of these guns 
will be spread among various plants 
of the corporation in order to get 
full benefit of its entire facilities. 


Involved in this operation will be 
additional factory space at the 
company’s Chrysler-Jefferson plant 
and at the De Soto plant. Produc- 
tion of passenger cars will of 
course continue at the same time 
in these plants. Parts for the gun 
will also be made in the Highland 
Park, Dodge Main, Plymouth, New 
Castle, Ind., and Airtemp, Dayton, 
O. plants. Other machining and 
final assembly of the gun will take 
place in what is known as the 
Lynch Road plant, previously used 
for miscellaneous operations. 


Present production schedules call 
for 300 guns a month. The gun 
itself is automatic—shooting 120 
shots a minute. Already orders for 
more than two million dollars’ 
worth of machinery have been 
placed and it is expected that the 
gun will be in production by the 
™ early part of next year. 





F. J. Morisette 


Piston Rings for Airplanes 


NEW CASTLE, Ind.—Dan Teetor, 
director of plant operation for the 
Perfect Circle Co., piston ring makers 
here, has confirmed a report that the 
company would receive more than 

,000 worth of equipment from the 
efense Plant ne he plant will 
make piston rings for airplanes. 


management group, held Apr. 22- 
23 at the Hotel Roosevelt. 


Clashing indirectly with some of 
the speakers at other sessions of 
the conference, who advocated 
“business as usual” or “business 
with adjustments,’ Batt declared 
flatly that business as usual had 


“gone by the board,” and that | 
regular production would have to) 
be curtailed if it did not contribute | 


very directly to public essentials. 


Fears of a depression as the 
aftermath of the national defense 
program, 


must not be allowed to interfere 
in any way with the vital job of 
preparedness on which America is 


now engaged, Batt said. | 


“We can win the battle of re- 
adjustment,” he asserted, “but first 
we must secure the future of free 
enterprise in this country.” He 
added that in the first nine months 
of the present conflict, “England 
tried to wage a cheap war and we 
know the result of that.” 


To executives concerned about 
the cost of the defense effort, Batt 
said: “If any of you are worrying 
about the $65,000,000,000 debt limit, 
I suggest that you set a limit con- 
siderably higher from which to be- 
gin your worrying.” 

Batt heartily endorsed establish- 
ment of ceiling prices, but re- 
gretted that the administration 


had not seen fit to warn labor that | ~ 


it must make the same ee | 
as industry and that unreasonable 
demands would be dealt with. 

A “fairly good” job of defense | 
production has been done and it | 
would be considered “splendid” if 
we had ample time, but today 
“nothing can be good enough,” 
Batt stated. 


He pointed out that the machine- 
tool industry has expanded from 
an average $100,000,000 business 
yearly from 1935 to 1939 to a $700,- 
000,000 volume this year, “but still 
there are not enough machine 
tools.” 

Stressing the urgency of speed 
and more speed in production, Batt 
declared that substantial quantities 
of tanks will be rolling off the 
production lines in the next three 
months, but “100 tanks in Greece 
today might tell a different story.” 


As an illustration that satisfac- 
tion with our minute aid to Britain 
is totally unwarranted, Batt 
pointed out that Hitler has gotten 
more steel out of tiny Luxembourg 
than we have shipped te England. 


Chevrolet Gets 
Big U. S. Order 


DETROIT.— The award of $4,- 
289,613 contract to the Chevrolet 
division, General Motors Corp., for 
an undisclosed number of 1%-ton 
cargo trucks was announced last 
week by the war department. 

The department also announced 
$588,087 contract for powder was 
awarded to Hercules Powder Co., 
Wilmington, Del. 


Delivery dates were not disclosed. 
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A CLOSE-UP AERIAL VIEW of America’s largest aircraft engine factory, 


showing the nearly completed machine shop and assembly 
Aeronautical Corp. at Cincinnati, which began the production o 
engines for the national defense Apr. 


breakin 


of ground. The entire plant including a foundry wil 


lant of Wright 
Wright Cyclone 
days after the 


14, only 142 working pater, me 
provide 2,120, 


square a of floor space, and will produce 1,000 Wright Cyclone 1,700 H.P. 


aircraft engines 
employ 12,000 men. 


monthly when maximum production is attained. 


It will 





resulting from overex- | 
pansion of productive facilities, | 








ONE OF THE TWO Ford trucks, converted into “rolling classrooms’’ for 
training Army officers, is shown at Miller Field, Staten Island, N. ¥. The 
Ford instructor is explaining the operation and maintenance of a Ford V-8 


engine to officers who in turn will become cam 
military vehicles. This truck started its route at 
Knox, Ky. Th 


unit departed from Fort 


instructors on the care of 
ort Devens, Mass. A similar 


e Ford “rolling classrooms’’ will cover 


5,000 miles and 16 Army posts between now and June. 





HOW THE four-wheel-drive action of the Ford “blitz buggy’? works, and 
how it can be oT repaired if necessary, is explained to Army officers 


attending the firs 


week’s session of the Ford Army Service School, just opened 


at the Rouge plant in Dearborn. The officers are trained in a manner that will 
enable them to become instructors themselves when they return to their camps. 


Ford’s Mobile 


Classrooms 


To Cover 16 Army Posts 


DEARBORN. — Two big trucks, 
equipped as “mobile classrooms” 
for training Army officers in main- 
tenance of motorized military ve- 
hicles, are rolling along the first 
stages of a 5,000-mile route across 
half the continent. 


This traveling instructional ser- 
vice, undertaken by the Ford Motor 
Co. at no expense to the war de- 
partment, represents the latest 
Ford contribution to the national 
defense program. 

Sixteen Army posts scattered from 
Fort Devens in Massachusetts to 
San Antonio, Tex., are to be visited 
by the two Ford traveling service 
schools. Itineraries were chosen by 
the war department. 


The “rolling classrooms” are cov- 
ering separate routes. One started 
from Fort Devens and the other 
from Fort Knox in Kentucky. 
School No. 1 closes its route at San 
Antonio on June 4 after covering 
2,940 miles. The second school con- 
cludes its designated route at Fort 
Sill, Okla., on May 19 with a total 
of 2,075 miles. Both Ford trucks 
will travel an aggregate of 5,015 
miles. 

Each truck is a veritable “class- 
room on wheels,” with two instruc- 
tors and a driver as a staff. The 
rear of the truck contains various 
types of engines, transmissions, 
rear axle assemblies, steering 
units, carburetors and other vital 
parts of Ford-built military equip- 
ment. All of it is mounted for 
instructional purposes. 

According to war department 
plans, 30 Army officers will receive 
instruction at each of the posts. 
The mobile units will remain at 
the posts from three to five days. 
A feature of the instruction will 
be actual performance of opera- 
tions, as far as possible, by students 
in the classes. 

“The idea is to prepare Army 
officers attending these classes to 
themselves serve as instructors in 
the 16 camps,” a Ford official ex- 


plained. 
“Most of the classroom work will 
be concentrated on the “blitz 


buggy,” bomber service truck and 
Army staff car, all military vehicles 
built by the Ford Motor Co.” 
Meanwhile, a vanguard of nearly 
1,000 officers from Army camps all 
over the nation arrived at the 


Rouge plant last week to inaugu- 
rate classes in the new Ford Army 
service school. 


In the first contingent were 30 
officers. According to a company 
announcement, a new class of ap- 
proximately the same number of 
military students will arrive each 
week at the Rouge. The service 
school is scheduled to train approx- 
imately 120 officers a month during 
the next eight months, or a total 
of 960. 

Purpose of the service school is 
to instruct the officers in the opera- 
tion and maintenance of military 
equipment Ford is building for the 
Army. This includes the “blitz 
buggy” or reconnaissance car, 
bomber service truck, and officers’ 
staff car. 

To facilitate the training course 
and keep new classes coming to the 
Rouge each week, the company has 
arranged special displays of Ford 
V-8 passenger car and truck en- 
gines and the four-cylinder truck 
engine used in the “blitz buggy.” 
Also in the special classroom dis- 
plays are axle, transmission gear, 
and steering wheel assemblies. 

Officers also receive instruction 
on carburetors, distributors and all 
vital parts of the Ford equipment 
used in military service, including 
tune-up. 
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Scrap Metal Loss 
Kept at Minimum 


“In Buick Plants 


FLINT.—Guarded like gold are 
the “waste” metals and materials 
conserved throughout the plants of 
the Buick Motor division, which 
last year totaled more than 244,- 
000,000 pounds. Mostly metals, this 
huge savings of scrap collected 
from the lathes, forges, presses and 
every conceivable source within the 
Buick manufacturing process are 
turned back into the useful chan- 
nels of industry with a minimum 
of loss. 


In a recent report on metal 
losses by this important unit of 
the automobile industry, O. W. 
Young, general manufacturing 
manager, announced that there 
were none in aluminum, lead, tin, 
zine, copper, antimony and nickel, 
listed as important defense mate- 
rials. This same 100 percent re- 
covery, he said, applies to virtually 
every other commodity not perish- 
able, utilized in the plants. Even 
exhaust steam, from the power 
lines serving various equipment, is 
used and re-used and then re- 
turned to the power house to be 
reclaimed as water, although this 
is not considered an operation of 
the by-products department. 


No scrap is wasted, Young said, 
and a plant-wide system of collec- 
tion and reclamation involves hund- 
reds of pieces of equipment includ- 
ing inter-factory tractors and trail- 
ers for transporting materials to 
the main salvage building, a spe- 
cially constructed conservation 
plant serving the large engine and 
axle plants, conveyor systems and 
special machines for sorting and 
reducing scrap materials to neces- 
sary alloy specifications and hand- 
ling size. 

A total of 280 carloads and 65 
truckloads of salvage material are 
shipped monthly, exclusive of inter- 
factory shipments to Buick plants, 
principally the foundry, where 
specified types of metal are re-used 
in the manufacture of castings. 


The sources of valuable salvage 
within the plants are considerably 
varied. No fewer than 70 separate 
classifications are listed in the re- 
port, from huge drop forge bases 
which may have been cracked or 
otherwise rendered defective, to 
the mill scale off forgings, which 
comes close to being pure iron, and 
even to cardboard cartons and 
mixed baled paper. 

Drop forge bases are of such 
size and metallurgical character- 
istics that they have to be shipped 
to special sources where they can 
be broken up by the use of nitro- 
glycerine. A total of 773,920 pounds 
of this scrap was salvaged last 
year. 


Among the most important classi- 
fications, according to the report, 
are “hydraulic bundles,” consisting 
of bales of scrapped sheet metal 
from the stamping division of 
which more than 45,000,000 pounds 
were shipped; sheet metal clip- 
pings, 27,000,000 pounds; cast bor- 
ings collected from machining 
operations on Buick castings, 34,- 
500,000 pounds; steel flashings from 
the forge shops, 50,000,000 pounds; 
and short “shovelling” steel turn- 
ings, 36,000,000 pounds. 





SALVAGING aluminum borings. Photo shows workmen in Buick by-products 
division loading aluminum borings, salvaged from machining operations on 
pistons, for shipment back to the smelters. Over 515,000 pounds of scrap 


aluminum were salvaged last year. 
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20% Output Cut Seen Crippling Transportation 


Operators Studying Plans 











Truck Top Ten New Commercial Car Registrations 
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To Get A ctlo n from OPM First Ten in Registrations as Two Months plus 27 States for March 

Reported in AN Today: Feb. Feb. 1941 1940 Unit 
Special to Automotive N Pon ee Ch 1 as ae — oo. ae 
ews facturers are hard pressed to meet os. Make Pos. OVTOIEE .cccccsecces 15,778 2 47,724 1 38,235t 1 9,489 
WASHINGTON.—Leading opera-| the present Semmens of commercial || 147-724 Chevrolet 38,285— 1 ||Ford ................. 16,531 1 41,239 2 32,018t 2 9,221 
tors and their spokesman, Amer-| carriers for new and improved 2—41,239 Ford $2,018— 2 ||International ........ 6,992 3 18,925¢ $83 13,810 3 5,115 
ican Trucking Assns., see in the equipment. Truck operators are on 3—18,925 Internat’l 18,910— § 1)G. M. Cy. ...ccccsccves 3,118 5 16,363¢+ 4 7,250t 5 9,113 
agreement between OPM and the/a buying spree. They are enjoying 4—16,368 G. M. C. 7,250— 5 ||Dodge ............... 4,141 4 11,122 5 11,257t 4 1354 
automotive industry to curtail 1942/ substantially increased tonnage 5—11,122 Dodge 11,257— 4 || White ............... 658 7 2,395 6 1,011 9 1,384 
model production by at least 20/They need more bottoms to carry 6— 2,395 White 1,011— 9 || Plymouth ........... 747 «66 2114 7 1,981 6 133 
percent, a severe and even crippling|the freight offered to them. Yet|| 2 2114 Plymouth 1,981— 6 || Mack ................ 5328 1582+ 8 1,208t 8 374 
blow to “an important branch of|they are encountering difficulties 8— 1,582 Mack 1,208— 8 || Diamond T .......... 436 69 1,152t 9 1,254t 7 102* 
the nation’s transportation system|in getting deliveries. If the truck 9— 1,152 Diamond T 1,254— 7 ||Studebaker .......... 231 10 634 10 248 «15 386 
at a time when speed in the move-| manufacturing plants are to be 10— 634 Studebaker 248—15 || Autocar ............. 139 12 465 11 289t 13 176 
ment of goods is the essence of] restricted in the output of their Total All Makes BPIVOD 60.400 0660060000% 154 11 451 12 3738 «11 78 
preparedness. . vehicles for commercial purposes 145,921 110,614 ees sta steenses = os 257 14 111 
In an interview with AUTOMOTIVE/the motor freight business cer- Federal .....cccseeers 136 §=613 321t 14 330t 12 9* 
News, John V. Lawrence, ATA| tainly will be shoved in reverse Assembling lines are not always|amiiws 07°" - = - 2  o pe 
general manager, stated that the “Transportation : : g . ys WUEESE 660 cvsseveceves 82 16 221 16 417 10 196* 

entire matter mow is under inten- I ion is of greater im-| next-door neighbors to the parts|Hudson .............. 63 17 165 
- en; | portance in this country than it is| Plants. All thi h a 147 16 18 
sive study by the organization and] j, a @ Ge os an it is a ers “ "ae at trans-|Miscellaneous ........ 168 446 510 64" 

that in all probability plans willl m0 We have inna a. | ruifliment of c connicte too for es oe 
be formulated to bring the critical pe. We have plants engaged ment of a complete job for) TOTAL............. 50,124 145,921 110,614 35,307 

in the manufacture of essential de-|2¢fense. Trucks are playing a big| «oss. 


situation officially to the attention 
of OPM leaders. At this writing 
no decision had been reached as 
to precisely what method would be 
adopted, but that some action would 
be taken by the ATA in an attempt 
to bring about a modification of 
the production curtailment as it 
applies to trucks, seemed certain. 

According to a nationwide can- 
vass of opinion among outstanding 
men in the motor transport indus- 
try by the ATA, news of the coming 
slash in output of trucks was re- 
ceived with something akin to 
consternation by these leaders, who 
visualize serious complications un- 
less truck manufacturers are ex- 
empted and permitted at least to 
maintain present production. Even 
if truck production is merely kept 
at present levels the operators fore- 
see difficulties for the industry’s 
future because of recent and an- 
ticipated heavy increase in their 
business. 

ATA pointed out that many 
operators already are experiencing 
serious trouble in obtaining deliv- 
ery on necessary new equipment 
and that many have had to wait 
weeks for their orders to be filled. 

The association reported that re- 
sponse to the cut was an almost 
universal reply by the operators 
that not only their own business 
but the defense program as a whole 
would be very hard hit if the plan 
is carried through as announced 
by OPM Chief William S. Knudsen. 

Transport Topics, official ATA 
organ, declared in a two-column 
bold face editorial, in part, that 
“curtailment of truck production 
at a time when all transportation 
facilities are essential to prepared- 
ness undoubtedly will retard the 
program to which America is com- 
mitted. In England the truck was 
playing second fiddle to rail trans- 
portation, but Britons are beginning 
to appreciate, what with terrific 
bombing raids and the need for 
continuance of domestic commer- 
cial activities, the value of motor 
transportation. 

“What prompted the truck manu- 
facturers to agree to a curtailment 
in production of their vehicles for 
commercial needs was not dis- 
closed in the announcement by 
OPM Chief Knudsen. The manu- 


Truck Industry 
Reaping Benefits 


From Legislatures 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—The truck 
industry in the United States is 
having the best legislative year in 
its history, Ted V. Rodgers, presi- 
dent of American Trucking Assns., 
Inc., told Alabama truckmen at a 
meeting here. 

“With the doors already closed 
on 18 of the legislatures that have 
met, about half a dozen states al- 
ready have liberalized size and 
weight restrictions on trucks and 
favorable measures are pending in 
at least a dozen more,” the leader 
of the country’s organized truck- 
men asserted. 

Truck operators must consolidate 
their ranks, Rodgers said, to meet 
competition by the railroads. 


Flare Lights Compulsory 

MONTREAL.—Bus and truck owners 
in the province of Quebec are notified 
that it is now compulsory for them to 
equip their vehicles with adequate flare 
lights for use in case of provages 
stops on the highway at night. 













































fense materials scattered from 
coast to coast. The sources of raw 
materials oftentimes are located far 
from the point of manufacture. 


part in this work. And their par- 
ticipation in it should increase as 
the value of the speedy and flexible 
service that they afford is recog- 
nized.” 


tIncluded in the 1941 Seuree are 

T 2; Dodge 14 (incomplete 
8.170; International 441; Mack 1; Reo 2; White 681. 
overnment deliveries as 
‘ fracomptete? : Federal 1; 


Chevrolet 6.665; Diamon 
G.M.C 


tIncluded in_the 1940 
Autocar 4; Chevrolet 779; 


Ford 192; G.M.C. 182; International 86; Mack 1; 


figures are Federal 
Diamond T 1; 


Whi 


); 
1 


Federal 5; Ford 677; 


Federal government deliveries as follows: 








FACTORY-IENSTALLED TANDEM AXLE UNITS 


follows: 
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U.S. Completing Plans for Survey of Trucks, Buses 


Data Wanted on Vehicles | 
Available in an Emergency 


Special to Automotive News 


WASHINGTON. — The highway 
traffic advisory committee to the 
U. S. war department is completing 
plans for a national inventory of 
the motor trucks and buses that 
would be available in case of need 
in a national emergency. 

Questionnaires that will be sent 
to all truck and bus owrers are 
being worked out on a uniform 
basis to provide specific information 


Defense Officials 
Attend Opening 
Of GM Gun Plant 


SAGINAW, Mich.—The new, five- 
acre machine gun plant of the 
Saginaw Steering Gear division of 
General Motors was dedicated here 
last week by Major General Charles 
M. Wesson, chief of ordnance, U. S. 
Army, and John D. Biggers, direc- 
tor of production of the Office of 
Production Management. 


General Wesson, Biggers and 
other Army officers came from 
Washington for the ceremonies, in 
which about 500 invited guests in- 
cluding leading Saginaw citizens 
and GM executives participated. In 
addition to General Wesson and 
Biggers, speakers included James 
D. Mooney, vice-president of GM 
in charge of defense material rela- 
tionships, and Alva W. Phelps, 
general manager of the Saginaw 
plant. 


Preceding the speaking program 
the guests inspected the plant while 
it was in operation and saw the 
first machine guns off the produc- 
tion line spout 600 rounds a minute 
in the basement firing range. 





* 


desired by the war department. | 
The department wants a detailed 
listing of all trucks and _ buses 
available for hire or lease in the 
movement of troops and in other 
defense work. 


Questionnaires will be mailed on 
the same day, probably in June, by 
all state departments of motor ve- 
hicles, direct to truck and bus own- 
ers. So the information may be 
available in the same form for 
vehicles registered in all states, the 
war department desires that any 
local surveys that may have been | 
planned be abandoned in favor of 
the uniform national inventory. | 


When all essential preparations 
have been made for the national 
survey, local defense agencies will 
be asked to aid the state motor 
vehicle departments in_ getting 
complete returns from their re- 
spective areas. 


White Promotes Baster; 
Other Changes Announced 


CLEVELAND.—Directors of 
White Motor Co., last week an- 
nounced the election of Forest S. 
Baster as vice-president in charge 
of engineering. Baster joined | 
White in 1936, was made chief 
engineer in 1937 in recognition of 
his work in designing White super 
power trucks. 


Fred T. Macrae jr., White execu- 
tive vice-president, announced two 
other promotions in the company’s 
executive engineering staff result- 
ing from Baster’s promotion. Rob- 
ert Cass, formerly executive engi- 
neer, was named chief engineer. O. 
F. Quartullo, who has been special 
design engineer, was named chief 
engineer of the White Horse di- 
vision of the company. 








Detroit 


HOURS CLOSER BY FLAGSHIP! 


*% The routes of American Airlines make you a next- 


door neighbor of Detroit, 


the motor city. Efficiency 


demands the fastest way to get there and back—which 
means go American, And you'll also enjoy the luxurious 
comfort of Flagship travel and the great convenience 


of American’s many daily 


and the principal cities of the nation. For reservations, 
call your Travel Agent or the nearest American Air- 


lines office. 
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SECTIONAL VIEW in perspective of International six-cylinder heavy-duty 


| truck engine. This view of the engine was achieved through use of a series 


of photos and more than 500 blueprints, and took artists six weeks. 
Perspective Sectional Views 


Of Truck Engine Provided 


CHICAGO. -—— Sectional views of 
engines, clutches, transmissions and 
many other types of machines have 
served a valuable function for 
many years in showing mechanical 
construction and operation. Usually, 


| however, these sectional views, even 
| when they are wash drawings, are 


taken direct from blueprints that 
come from engineers’ drawings. 
For this reason they lack perspec- 


De Soto Sponsors 
Sales Contest For 


Its Car Salesmen 


DETROIT.—With sales of new 
and used cars sweeping to new 
all-time highs, De Soto-Plymouth 
dealers and the De Soto division 
are entering the second half of a 
salesmen’s contest which, factory 
officials declare, is one of the 
largest of its kind ever staged in 
the automobile industry and the 
most successful in the organiza- 
tion’s history. 

Organized into a _ nationwide 
treasure hunt, salesmen, for a 
period of 63 days, have become 
“pirates” and the United States a 
huge “treasure isle.” “Pieces of 
Eight” in the contest are prize 
points, awarded for new and used 
car sales. 

For each delivery of a new De 
Soto, it was explained by R. M. 
Rowland, assistant general sales 
manager, a salesman receives 600 
prize points. 

Salesmen receive 400 points for 
each new Plymouth passenger car 
or commercial vehicle sold. Used 
car sales count, too, each delivery 
at retail being credited with a 
200-point award. 

With their prize points, salesmen 
can “buy” one or more of an as- 
sortment of over 900 merchandise 
awards, ranging from _ watches, 
cameras and sports goods to ex- 
pensive silverware sets and period 
furniture. 


Obituaries— 


Stuart S. Hawley 
SAN FRANCISCO.—Stuart S. Haw- 
ley, one of the pioneer automobile men 
of the coast, died at his Piedmont 
home here Apr. 22, following a six 


months’ illness. Mr. Hawley was one 
of the original group of Nash dis- 
tributors who launched their own 


careers with the establishment of Nash 
Motors more than 25 years ago. He 
was president of Pacific Nash Motors 
for a quarter ofa century. 


Sidney E. Jones 
KENOSHA, Wis.—Sidney E. Jones, 
proprietor of Sheridan Road Garage 
and a Nash dealer, was killed near 
here Apr. 23 when a car he was 
demonstrating for Selma Albrecht, lo- 
cal school teacher, was struck by an 
electric train. Miss Albrecht was also 

killed. 
* * 7 

William B. Bulmer 

WINDSOR, Ont. — William Bartholo- 


mew Bulmer, 80, credited with building 
Canada's first motor car, died here 
Apr. 23. Mr. Bulmer, who was born 
in Windsor, built Canada's first horse- 
less carriage in 1901. It was a steam- 
driven machine that cost him $700. 
Unlike Henry Ford, his contemporary, 
he made his machine a hobby, while 
Ford began to turn out his cars 
comin reially 

He retired several years ago after 
a career in the furniture business and 


as lake and river captain. 


tive--or the three-dimensional, nat- 
ural appearance that enables an 
ordinary mortal, not blessed with 
engineering education and experi- 
ence, to understand, quickly and 
easily, what the sectional views are 
intended to show. 


Recently, International Harvester 
Co. prepared a sectional drawing 
in perspective of a heavy-duty 
valve-in-head truck engine (model 
FBC—used in the new International 
truck models K-8, K-10 and K-11). 
As shown in the accompanying 
reproduction, all parts of the en- 
gine, clutch and transmission are 
shown in their natural, three-di- 
mensional form—just as they might 
be seen if some type of super 
X-ray, not yet invented, could make 
it possible to look through the side 
of the engine and into the inner 
parts of the replaceable cylinder 
construction, crankshaft and bear- 
ings, camshaft, timing gears, water 
pump, starting motor, clutch, and 
transmission gears and bearings. 


Here is the way this drawing 
was made. First, the exterior of 
the engine, clutch and transmis- 
sion were photographed. Then, 
with the camera tripod firmly an- 
chored to the floor, successive pic- 
tures were taken with the engine 
accessories removed, then with the 
engine top cover removed, then 
with the cylinder head removed, 
and finally with the camshaft and 
crankshaft removed from the en- 
gine and placed immediately in 
front of the engine in the same 
positions that they occupied when 
the previous pictures were made. 
With these photographs, the artist 
then laid out his drawing and 
completed it with the aid of a 
cutaway engine and more than 500 
blueprints of the various engine 
parts. The entire job took the 
artist more than six weeks. 


Shortages Force Delay 
On Willys Army Order 


TOLEDO. — Deliveries on an 
$8,000,000 shell order for the Army 
by Willys-Overland Motors, Inc., 
have been delayed about a month 
because of machinery and material 
shortages. 


Army trucks, which are expected 
to start rolling off the Willys lines 
within a month, are due for deliv- 
ery June 20. 


Chrysler 


(Continued from Page 1) 


houses —-just to show that it is 
ready. 

In his speech, Keller congratu- 
lated contractors, builders, steel 


workers, Army representatives and 
men of his own organization on 
their “incredible feat” in complet- 
ing the structure and equipping it 
with the hundreds of machines it 
already contains in the record- 
breaking period of seven months. 

Maj. Gen. Charles M. Wesson, 
chief of ordnance, U. S. Army, ac- 
cepted the first tank to be built in 
the arsenal from Harry Sommers, 
Chrysler distributor of Atlanta. In 
accepting this tank General Wes- 
son said, “The tanks, of which this 
is the first to be produced in this 
great plant, will provide the strik- 
ing power for our new armored 
forces. We believe it is the best 
weapon of its type now obtainable. 
In accepting it I do so with con- 
scious pride in the will and the 
skill of private industry working 
with the various military and civil 
agencies of the government to arm 
this nation in our defenses. 


“We stand here today before 
|what is the beginning of a great 
task underway. We must not for- 
get however, that it is only a be- 
ginning. We have reached the foot- 
hills, but the main peak lies be- 
yond. A tank arsenal is not a tank 
and one tank does not equip an 
armored division.” 


Keller pointed out that this tank, 
which was completed for tests on 
Apr. 12, 1941, is one of two pilot 
tanks which Chrysler is_ building 
in advance of the complete tooling 
of its arsenal, which tooling will be 
finished for mass tank production 
late in the summer or early fall. 
He further stated that a number 
of machine tools are already in 
operation producing materials for 
tank assembly. 


“Here on this platform is the 
first fully armored, fully equipped, 
M-3 medium tank, actually ready 
for combat,” Keller said. “Less 
than four months ago, this 28-ton 
mobile fort was just a large bundle 
of blue prints.” 

In presenting the tank to Gen. 
Wesson, Sommers said, “When we 
first heard the news that the cor- 
poration had assumed the respon- 
sibility for building tanks for our 
government, we felt that we 
wanted, in some way, to partici- 
pate. 

“We decided to follow the sug- 
gestion of Martin Moran, our fel- 
low dealer from Garfield, N. J., 
who is standing here with me now 
—and ask to buy, with funds con- 
tributed by ourselves, the very first 
tank to be built here.” 

In addition to Gen. Wesson, 
others attending the ceremony in- 
cluded Maj. Gen. A. R. Chaffee; 
Maj. Gen. Charles W. Bonesteel; 
Brig. Gen. G. M. Barnes; Brig. Gen. 
L. H. Campbell, and Brig. Gen. 
Norman F. Ramsey, from the U. S. 
Army; John D. Biggers, A. R. 
Glancy, W. W. Knight jr., and H. 
T. Bodman representing the Office 
of Production Management; Mur- 
ray D. VanWagoner, governor of 
Michigan; Edward J. Jeffries jr., 
mayor of Detroit; group of Chrys- 
ler Corp. executives and Detroit 
business leaders, and more than 
— tool engineers, contractors 
|and others working in the arsenal. 

Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
‘““‘Sparks’’ column is read by the 


‘‘wide-awake”’ in industry. 





TELEGRAMS from Studebaker dealers in every section of the United States, 


bring smiles to the faces of K. B. Elliott, 
S. Fletcher, sales 
Studebaker Champion colors for spring, 


of sales, left, and C. 


model and the 


Studebaker vice-president in charge 
manager. Enthusiasm for the new 
the recently announced sedan-coupe 


Skyway Series Commanders and Presidents touched off the 


‘‘paper snowstorm”? which descended on the South B F 
the dealer meetings which introduced the spring modain te Sa sass 
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TRUCKS 


Continuation of Present Basis 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 28, 1941 





fore Investigations Needed 
Before Legislative Action 


WASHINGTON. — Complicated 
roblems as to the proper status of 
right forwarders and the ques- 
jn whether there is need for 
ublic regulation of their opera- 
ions will be presented by the 
ransportation committee of U. S. 
hamber of Commerce at its 29th 
nnual meeting here, Apr. 28- 
fay 1. 

The committee’s conclusion is 
1at current legislation should be 
mited to measures. continuing 
resent forwarder operations pend- 
ig further investigation and that 
ongress should make _ provision 
or this investigation by the Inter- 
tate Commerce Commission. The 
ommittee recommends that the 
roposed investigation embrace the 
‘hole problem of handling less- 
han-carload or merchandise 
reight. 

Defining the problem in a state- 
nent issued last week, the com- 
nittee says: 

“Forwarders estimate that they 
erve 250,000 shippers in 30,000 
ommunities, producing annual 
jross revenues of $200,000,000 — 
nore than those of the Railway 
Express Agency and not far short 
if those of the railroads on their 
.c.l. business. In addition to get- 
ting the views of the transporta- 
tion agencies concerned, the com- 
nittee canvassed general business 
»pinion through local chambers of 
rommerce and found them almost 
inanimous in their belief in the 
need for preserving service of the 
sharacter provided by the forward- 











ers — but less certainty as to how 
it can best be done. 

“Attention to the problem,” the 
report points out, “has been stimu- 
lated by commission and supreme 
court decisions, not yet put into 
effect, declaring illegal the joint 
rates between forwarders and 
trucking companies under which 
the assembly and distribution serv- 
ice to and from off-line points has 
largely been supplied. 

“The committee believes that the 
legislation now before Congress, 
comparable in form to the motor- 
carrier and _ water-carrier  pro- 
visions of the Interstate Commerce 
act, is too elaborate and final, tend- 
ing to freeze present methods with- 
out adequate consideration as to 
whether present common carriers, 
the express agency, or expanded 
forwarders could ultimately best 
handle the merchandise freight.” 

The committee recommends 
substance the following: 

“Continuation of forwarder op- 
erations in the main as at present 
pending further experience and in- 
vestigation; authority to common 
carriers to publish special rates, 
available to all as part of a 
through movement, for the type of 
service required by forwarders; 
thorough investigation by the ICC, 
with recommendations, of the 
whole merchandise freight prob- 
lem; requirement that forwarders 
obtain licenses from the commis- 
sion, keep such records and fur- 
nish such reports as the commis- 
sion may prescribe.” 


in 
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THESE TWO Model DE Mack trucks are part of an increasing number of 
Macks serving owners in South American countries. The units shown here are 


distributing carbonated beverages in Buenos Aires, 


Argentina. 





Printed Words 


New Fruehauf Catalog 


Reo Appoints Kroblen 


R. 


General Sales Manager 


LANSING. — Appointment of E. 
Kroblen as general sales man- 


DETROIT.—A new Fruehauf catalog|ager of Reo Motors, Inc., was an- 


is now in circulation. Containing 40 
pages and covers, printed in four col- 
ors, it offers a more comprehensive 
presentation of the Fruehauf line than 
any previous catalog. ; 


Gar Wood Accessories 

DETROIT. — Two new Gar Wood 
bulletins, now being distributed, il- 
lustrate and describe a complete line 
of Gar Wood cam and roller hoists for 
installation on all sizes _of trucks, 
trailers and 6-wheelers, and Gar Wood 
hydraulic repair towers for installa- 
tion on any truck chassis rated 1% 
tons or more. i 


Diamond T Bulletin 
CHICAGO. — An illustrated bulletin 
edited primarily for its dealer organi- 
zation has been 
Diamond T. Motor car Co. 


Truck Data 
CHICAGO.—New 1941 truck supple- 


ment of the Blue Book executives’ | Munn, 
edition with up-to-the-minute truck|expression of dealers’ 


data has been published. 


ublished by the/|Y 





E. R. Kroblen 


ears he has been manager of the 


nounced last 
week by Henry E. 
Hund, president. 
Kroblen is a 
veteran of the 
Reo organization, 
having started 25 
years ago with 
the Omaha branch 
and subsequently 
served in various 
sales capacities, 
both wholesale 
and retail. For 
the past three 





Chicago branch. 


“Dealers Tell Me," by John O. 
is an open forum for the 
opinions. It 


appears weekly in Automotive News. 


gine) brings you the most powerful 
trucks in the entire lowest-price field 
-« « 60 models on nine longer wheel- 


bases, to meet your haulage job 


that they are known everywhere as 


the 


... trucks with passenger car steering ease 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


WHEN YOU HAVE THE CHEVROLET FRANCHISE YOU HAVE FRIENDS 





Chevrolet (with ‘‘Load-Master” en- 


- - all so outstandingly economical 


«*Thrift-Carriers for the Nation.”’ 


(411)—11 


Urged for Forwarders 


Chevrolet Sets 
Service Classes 


At Army Posts 


DETROIT. — Beginning Apr. 23 
and continuing for a 30-day period 
as now scheduled, Chevrolet field 
service men will conduct two-day 
classes for master mechanics at 18 
different Army posts, according to 
Ed Hedner, Chevrolet national di- 
rector of service. 

These posts include the quarter- 
master motor transport training 
areas at Camp Lee in Virginia and 
Fort Warren in Wyoming. Other 
Army posts these field men will 
visit to give maintenance instruc- 
tion will include Forts Benning in 
Georgia, Devens in Massachusetts, 
Bragg in North Carolina, Knox in 
Kentucky, Riley in Kansas, Sill in 
Oklahoma, and 10 others located 
from coast to coast. 

From 30 to 40 master mechanics 
will attend each class and they in 
turn will take the instruction data 
to more than 20,000 maintenance 
men. 

This program is in addition to 
that scheduled for Detroit, during 
which weekly classes will be held 
for commissioned officers. The lat- 
ter will extend over an eight-month 
period. Twenty-eight commissioned 
officers are now in Detroit attend- 
ing the first of these service 
schools. 


Truck Petition Filed 


BUFFALO.—Shipments of merchan- 
dise by_motor truck under bond be- 
tween Detroit and Buffalo through 
Canada are sought by the Niagara 
Frontier Industrial Traffic League in 
a petition filed with Senator James M. 
Mead in Washington. 
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TRUCK LEGISLATION 


Public Hearing Wednesday for Pa. Truck Measure 


Bill, Passed 
Would End 


Special to Automotive News 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). - 
The Fiss-Welsh bill, which passed 
the house Apr. 1 and is now in the 
senate committee on highways, 
would modernize provisions of the 
state motor vehicle code to meet 
advances in highway transportation 
needs and eliminate unjust trade 
barriers hindering Pennsylvania’s 
commerce, industry and agricul- 
ture, according to a digest of the 
bill released last week by the Penn- 
sylvania Motor Truck Assn. 

It was announced last Thursday 
by Senator John Snowden that a 
public hearing would be held here 
Wednesday. This bill has been the 
subject of great commotion here 
with senators being deluged with 
letters and telegrams both for and 
against the measure. 

Provisions of the code which the 
act would change were written 18 
years ago. They are based on im- 
pact load theories of solid tires 
then generally used on _ trucks. 
Since that time, solid tires were 
abandoned in favor of pneumatics, 
and now low pressure balloon tires 
and new truck designing puts far 
less load per inch on roads than 
in 1923, when the present weight 
standards were established. 

The bill would reclassify truck 
weights to enable operators to make 








International Harvester 
Ups Wages 5 Cents an Hour 


CHICAGO. — International Harv- 
ester Co. has announced a wage 
increase of 5 cents an hour retro- 
active to Apr. 14, for all employes 
of its domestic motor truck, tractor, 
farm implement and twine fac- 
tories. 

The increase will affect approxi- 
mately 42,000 manufacturing de- 
partment employes in 12 plants 
throughout the country. 


by House, 


Trade Barriers 


the safest and most economical use 
of their trucks to carry legal loads 
in Pennsylvania, based on the abil- 
ity of the equipment to carry the 
load. It would eliminate the present 
practice of overloading light equip- 
ment where heavier units really are 
required to do the job. 


It would provide a modern 
method of licensing based upon 
manufacturers’ certified carrying 
capacity instead of chassis weight. 
It would raise from 26,000 to 30,000 
pounds the legal weight limit for 
two-axle vehicles; from 36,000 to 
40,000 for three axle vehicles; from 
39,000 to 50,000 for semi-trailers, 
and the individual axle load from 
18,000 to 22,400 pounds. 


The size of trucks positively is 
not changed in any way by the bill. 
The gross weights permitted under 
the bill for the various. truck 
classifications does not connote 
bigger trucks. What the bill does 
mean is that within the length, 
width and heighth dimensions now 
prescribed, the loads will be carried 
more efficiently and more econom- 
ically. 

The bill removes licensing injus- 
tices existing between the smaller 
“R” and “S” class. There were 
57,897 “R” tag and 73,829 “S” tag 
vehicles registered on Sept. 30, 1940. 
The bill sets up new licensing 
classifications, with reductions as 
high as $3 for the light delivery 
vehicles and increases as high as 
$25 for the heavier truck. 

Furthermore, this act will dis- 
courage use of underpowered units 
with heavy semic-trailers. Proper 
equipment will insure a uniform 
traffic as well as better control 
of the truck by its driver. 


Miller Elected 


DE KALB, Ill.—E. E. Miller has been 
elected vice-president of the De Kalb 
Commercial Body Corp. here. 


xk 


First MILLION FIRSTS 


According to the latest Starch Consumer Magazine 
Report covering eighteen publications, The National 
Geographic Magazine’s leadership in that group is 


shown as follows: 


1 


vertising pages. 


2 


ing pages. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in thorough readership of black and white ad- 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in thorough readership of four-color advertis- 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of major executives who are 
heads of reader families. 


4 


of reader families. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of professional men who are heads 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of families having incomes of 


$5,000 or more. 


6 


$38,000 or more. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of families having incomes of 


Sell the First Million First 


THE 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 


MAGAZINE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Net Paid Circulation Exceeds 1,000,000 











THE CREW of the Crosley Showmobile, in which Connecticut Appliance 
Distributing Corp. carries Crosley products to prospective dealers at distant 
points. Left to right, Frank Wadhams, Crosley territory manager, Hartford, 


Conn.; John Dennis, service manager, 
Crosley territory manager, southern 


Connecticut Appliance; Harold Barrett, 
Connecticut; loyd Dopkins, district 


manager, Crosley; Richard Heimovitch, vice-president, Connecticut Appliance, 


and Henry Cummings, office manager, 


Connecticut Appliance. 


Bill Increasing Weight Limit 
On Trucks Passes Fla. House 


Special to Automotive News 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Over the 
objections of several members who 
expressed concern over the high- 
way damage that might result, the 
Florida house this week passed 
and sent to the senate a bill hik- 
ing the weight limit for trucks. 


If the senate, like the house, 


casts a two-thirds vote to over-| 


ride the veto of former Gov. Fred 
P. Cone, the measure will become 
law without further action. The 
bill raises the permissible weights 
of single trucks from 18,000 to 24,- 
000 pounds; those in combination 
from 34,000 to 40,000 pounds. 


The trucks, however, will be re- 
quired to use $50 license tags, 
which sponsors estimated would 
raise an additional $400,000 an- 
nually to aid in upkeep of the 
highways. 

The house has also passed a bill 
which would require the registra- 
tion and licensing of manufac- 
turers, factory branches and fac- 
tory representatives of motor ve- 
hicles, a bill designed to give the 
retailer relief from some of the 
“coercive” practices now used by 
some manufacturers. The act sets 
up severe penalties for violators. 


Other automotive legislation 
which has been tossed into the 
house hopper within the past few 
days would: 

Require that taxis or other simi- 
lar vehicles offered for sale or ex- 





Studebaker Ups Watson 
To Truck Sales Manager 


SOUTH BEND. — K. B. Elliott, 
Studebaker vice - president in 
charge of sales, announces the ap- 
pointment of C. 
F. Watson to the 
position of sales 
manager of Stu- 
debaker’s truck 
division. Previous 
to his new assign- 
ment, Watson was 
regional manager 
of Studebaker’s 
Cleveland branch. 

He has been ac- 
tive in the auto- 
mobile business 
for 24 years, hav- 
ing been connected with Reo, 
Dodge and Continental Motors be- 
fore joining Studebaker’s’ truck 
division in 1936. Watson’s head- 
quarters will be in South Bend. 





C. F. Watson 


‘Dealers Tell Me,"". by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 
appears weekly in Automotive News. 


Length, Weight Increase 
For Trucks Killed in Me. 


AUGUSTA, Me.—(UTPS).—The 
senate here has defeated a meas- 
ure designed to increase the 
maximum weights and lengths 
of trucks permitted on Maine 
highways by a vote of 25-3. 

The bill would have increased 
the maximum length from 40 to 
42 feet; the gross weight from 
40,000 to 46,200 pounds. 





change be so designated in the 


title. 

Prohibit municipalities from 
levying gasoline taxes. 

Increase the driver's license fee 
from 50 cents to $1. 

Fix the maximum speed limit at 
60 miles an hour, compared to the 
present 45 miles an hour. 

Authorize the use of a state ad- 
vertising emblem on license tags. 

Fix the liability of persons for 
the wrongful or negligent opera- 
tion of motor vehicles. 

Require the recording in the of- 
fice of the motor vehicle commis- 
sioner of all liens on automobiles. 


Ga. Tax Applies 
To Truck Owners 


ATLANTA. — The Georgia su- 
preme court has ruled that the 
state maintenance tax on common 
carriers is a tax upon the owners 
and not upon the truck itself. 

The state law permits two trips 
per month into Georgia without 
payment of the tax. 

Tower Trucking Co. of Wheeling 
(W. Va.), sought to evade payment 
of the tax because no separate 
truck operated by that company 
made more than two trips a month 
to Georgia. 

The high tribunal held, however, 
that the company was liable for 
the tax regardless of whether the 
hauls were made by the same or 
different trucks. 


Western States Conclave 
Of ATA Set for June 5-7 


DENVER.—Eleven western states 
will be represented at the third 
annual convention of the western 
states conference. American Truck- 
ing Assns., Inc., to be held in this 
city June 5-7. 

The Colorado Motor Carriers 
Assn. will be host to some 700 dele- 
gates. Earl F. Buckingham of 
Denver is chairman of the conven- 
tion committee. Ted V. Rodgers of 
Washington, D. C., president of 
ATA, will be a principal speaker. 








a | Canadian Truck 


Restrictions Hit 
As Balking Aid 


DETROIT. -- Terming as stupid 
Canadian restrictions which prevent 
shipment by truck of American 
manufactured war materials 
through Canada in bond, C. W. 
Avery, president of the Detroit 
Board of Commerce and regional 
coordinator of defense contract 
service, sent a telegram last week 
to Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia, 
co-chairman of the United States 
Defense Coordination Board. 


By taking the short route from 
Windsor to Buffalo nearly 150 mileg 
and hours of time can be saved at 
a period when the time element 
spells the difference between vic- 
tory and defeat for England, Avery 
pointed out. 


Opposition Rises 


To Mo. Truck Bill 


ST. LOUIS.—The Missouri state 
senate roads and highway com- 
mission heard opposition to bills to 
eliminate the public service com- 
mission truck fees and place all 
commercial vehicles under a licens- 
ing system administered by the 
secretary of state. 

Opponents objected to the meas- 
ure on the grounds that they were 
discriminatory, would not levy 
taxes in proportion to highway use 
and were unconstitutional in cer- 
tain provisions. 

L. F. Orr, St. Louis, said the 
bills would produce inequality by 
requiring private carriers using 50 
miles of highway to pay a tax 
equal to the common carrier trav- 
eling 500 miles. 


Associate city counselor Harold 
Hanke said St. Louis would lose 
$250,000 revenue annually by the 
provision that cities could not levy 
more than a $3 tax on commercial 
trucks. He also objected to elimi- 
nating the drivers’ license provi- 
sions of the present law which, he 
said, facilitates enforcement of 
traffic regulations. 


Fla. Bill Requires Trucks 
To Carry Flare Equipment 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Senator 
A. O. Kanner of Stuart, has intro- 
duced a bill requiring that all 
motor trucks operating upon the 
highways of this state should carry 
portable flare equipment. 


Proposed measure would require 
that such flares be visible for a 
distance of at least 200 feet, and 
would also require their use, where 
trucks are stopped upon or im- 
mediately adjacent to a highway, 
between a half hour after sundown 
and a half hour before sunrise. 





UAW-CIO Loses Poll 


LOCKPORT, N. Y.—Tabulation of 
votes in the employes’ election at the 


Harrison Radiator division of General 
Motors here left the United Automo- 
bile Workers (CIO), loser by 106 bal- 
lots. The _ election, to determine if 
Harrison local 688 of the UAW-CIO, 
should represent employes as sole bar- 
Zaining agent, resulted in 1,404 votes 
for the CIO and 1,510 against it. 





Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
‘Sparks’ column is_ read by _ the 


‘‘wide-awake”’ in industry. 





PICTURED HERE are some of the 495,000 persons who attended the eighth 
j annual Southern California Outing Show in Los Angeles. Every America-made 


automobile was exhibited. See story on page 14. 
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re Private Truck Owners Plan War on Diversion 


Assn. Would Limit Regulation 
Operating Safety on Roads 


it 


Aid 

Special to Automotive News 
stupid NEW YORK.—Current activities 
revent of the National Council of Private 
Motor Truck Owners, as outlined 


pric 

rials in a brochure just released by the 
%. W. group, are being directed toward 
etroit accomplishment of the following 
rional 12 objectives: 

ntract “1—Limitation of the regulation 
week of private motor trucks to safety 
ardia, Of operation on the public high- 
States Ways. 


“2 — Prevention of unnecessary 
burdensome regulation and control 
of privately operated trucks by 
federal bureaus and by state utility 
commissions and similar bodies, 
which regulate the business of 
transportation by railroads and by 
common and contract carriers. 

“3—Resistance to regulation and 
taxation which penalizes private 
motor truck transportation, and 
aids other agencies. 

“4 — Maintenance of reasonable 
registration fees and gasoline taxes. 

“5—Dedication of all revenue de- 
rived from special motor vehicle 
taxes to the construction and main- 
tenance of highways in the inter- 
ests of safety, commerce and 
national defense. 

“6—Uniformity in state laws ap- 
plied to motor truck owners, to be 
accomplished through cooperation 
of the states and federal govern- 
ment—and abolition of ports of 
entry and other interstate trade 
barriers. 

“7—Complete and uniform license 
tag reciprocity between the 48 
states. 

“8—Adoption and maintenance of 
highway construction programs 
consistent with the ability of the 
taxpayers to pay for them. 

“9—Voluntary elimination — and 
not by statute or official regulation 
—of all but essential movements 
of commodities on the highways 
on week-ends and holidays. 

“10—Administration and enforce- 
ment of such laws as are applicable 
to private owners of motor vehicles 
by state motor vehicle departments 
and state highway patrols. 

“11—Exemption of private motor 
truck owners from special fees and 
taxes designed to tax highway use 
by those engaged in the transporta- 
tion business — since their business, 
to which the use of motor trucks 
is incidental, is already adequately 
taxed. 

“12—Wholehearted and unstinted 
cooperation and support of the na- 
tional defense program.” 

In reviewing its past accomplish- 
ments, the council reported that, 
since its organization in the sum- 
mer of 1938, it has: 


“1—Made articulate, for the first 
time in the United States, the own- 
ership of 3,600,000 private trucks 
representing 86 percent of the mo- 
tor trucks in the U. S. 

“2—Organized and led the oppo- 
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Years Ago 


(... from Automotive News files) 


Mage Fifteen Years Ago 
- bar- Chevrolet announces that in May it 
votes will put 17,000 retail salesmen through 
a course of training in 3,700 schools 
conducted by the company .. . Stude- 
. baker reports that out of 103 men who 
ling enrolled in its first salesmen school, 
the 35 have joined the retail forces .. . 


Fiat Automobile Co. announces it will 
build a plant at Rome, N. Y., to manu- 
facture American Fiats . . . Dodge and 
Durant close their Canadian plants, 
demanding that the dominion govern- 
ment make some modifications—reduce 
duties on imported cars. 
2 * s 
Ten Years Ago 

James D. Tew, president of B. F. 
Goodrich Co., elected president of Rub- 
ber Manufacturers Assn. . . . Thomas 
J. Wetzel of New York, prominent as 
a manufacturers agent, dies .... 
Francis M. Hardy, one of the found- 
ers of Diamond Rubber Co. and for 
five years chairman of the B. F. Good- 
rich board, dies, aged 80 . . . Figures 
show Ford has made 38.8 percent of 
all American cars manufactured in 
28 years. 





* s 6 


Five Years Ago , 
Charles A. Chayne, assistant engi- 
neer, is named chief engineer of Buick 
Motor Co., succeeding the veteran F. 
A. Bower .. . J. W. Frazer, now 
president of Willys-Overland but then 
vice-president of Chrysler Sales, tells 
Texas Automotive Dealers Assn. that 
a purge of unfit dealers is taking place 
and that only aggressive merchants 
can survive . . . The 10,000th Lincoln- 
Zephyr is built. 





ighth 
made 





sition of private motor truck own- 
ers to Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission regulation similar to that 
previously applied only to common 
and contract carriers; presented 
testimony at numerous hearings in 
the Ex Parte No. MC-3 proceeding, 
participated in the oral argument 
and obtained numerous important 
modifications and exemptions ap- 
plying to private truck operations. 


“3 — Vigorously opposed further 
extension of restrictive federal reg- 
ulation of private trucks, including 
the vicious ‘Commodities Clause,’ 
proposed in the Wheeler-Lea Bill 
S.2009 (a ‘railway aid measure’) 
and, previous to its passage as the 


Transportation act of 1940, obtained 
the elimination of the major ob- 
jectionable features in this pro- 
posed legislation. 


“4—-Provided, for the first time, 
a national clearing house for the 
collection and dissemination of in- 
formation of vital interest and 
concern to all private motor truck 
owners. 


“5—Affiliated numerous national 
trade associations and existing 
state associations of private motor 
truck owners. 


“6—Has obtained recognition by 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, the Wage and Hour Board, 
the Temporary National Economic | 
Committee, the Congress and other 
federal bodies as the national or- 
ganization exclusively representa- 
tive of private motor’ truck 
owners.” 








Ford Company in Cologne 
Offering Shares to Public 


BERLIN.—The volume of shares 
of the German Ford Co. in Cologne 
held by “free shareholders” will 
soon be increased as the result of 
the offer of 2,000,000 marks worth 
of the company’s stock for public 
subscription made through a syn- 
dicate of leading German banks. 


Ford’s capital stock recently was 
increased by 12,000,000 to 30,000,000 
marks as the result of a rise in the 
company’s turnover in the last few 
years. For instance, total sales, 
which were 53,000,000 marks in 1935, 
rose to 120,000,000 in 1938 and to 
140,000,000 in 1939. 

Last year, however, sales declined 


22,000,000 to 118,000,000 marks, which 
was not caused by a decrease in 
the number of units turned out by 
the Ford Cologne plant so much 
as a shift from the manufacture of 
passenger cars to trucks as the 
result of the wartime production 
programs for all German automo- 
bile manufacturers. 

Of the 12,000,000 marks of new 
shares, 10,000,000 marks worth was 
offered to the old shareholders at 
115, while the remaining 2,000,000 
marks now is offered to the public 
at 128 a share. 


Pete Wembhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 


AUTOMOTIVE DEALERS: The International Truck franchise is well worth investigating now. There’s a great new Inter- 
national line —to tie in with every phase of highway hauling and to meet today’s unusual demands. Find out how profit- 


able this franchise can be for you. Truck sizes—%4-ton delivery up to powerful 6-wheelers. 


+ 
* 


Dd NATIONAL 


~~ 


| NEW HEAVY-DUTY POWER, 





The new cabs are de- 
signed for highway safety, 
driver-efficiency and driv- 
er-comfort. Foam-type 
rubber seat cushion, ad- 
justable seat back, gener- 
ous head and leg room. 
All-steel construction, 
safety glass all around. 
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PERFORMANCE, ECONOMY 


| 


ERE’S a new view of America’s 
favorite* heavy-duty truck — com- 
pletely redesigned and geared for the ex- 
traordinary demands of 1941. This year, 
trucks and the highways on which they 
roll assume a new importance in the 
nation’s No. 1 job — National Defense. 
The New Internationals are superbly 
fitted for today’s transportation needs. 
One look and you see modern stream- 
line styling at its best. Put these new 
Internationals to work and you get a new 
idea of performance, power and stamina— 
and unbelievable operating economy. 
These new K-Line Internationals have 
new Hi-Tork hydraulic brakes for 
smooth straight-line stops—no grabbing, 


fading or squealing. New, easier steering 
for greater safety and tireless handling. 
New, improved frame construction; new, 
rugged rear axles; and new, longer, easy- 
riding springs. And powerful, 6-cylinder, 
valve-in-head engines designed and built 
by International to lick the toughest jobs. 

The new International line includes 
all sizes from the %-ton delivery up to 
powerful 6-wheelers. Write for catalog. 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 
180 North Michigan Avenue Chicago, Ilinois 





FREE MOVIE—"SINGING WHEELS” 
Thrilling 22-minute feature produced by 
Motor Truck Committee, Automobile Manu- 
facturers Association. Now ready for club and 
organization meetings. Write to Harvester. 


> For ten years more heavy-duty Internationals have been sold than any other make 
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Swift Truck Movements Seen Essential to Defense \W 


Annual Los Angeles Outing 
Stimulates New Car Sales 


Special to Automotive News 

LOS ANGELES.-—Row upon row 
of gaily-colored spring models of 
1941 automobiles in strikingly deco- 
rated exhibit areas proved a prin- 
cipal attraction for approximately 
495,300 visitors at the Call of the 
Open Road and Eighth Annual 
Outing Show last week on Los 
Angeles headquarters grounds of 
the Automobile Club of Southern 
California. 


Sixty-nine cars were sold as a 
direct result of the week-long ex- 
hibition which broke all previous 
attendance records for this western 
event. Hundreds of exhibits of fish- 


ing, hunting, trailers and other 
types of outdoor equipment, as well 
as all leading resort regions of the 
Pacific slope from Canada to Mex- 
ico were also displayed. 


Many prominent automobile of- 
ficials in attendance declared the 
show highly successful from the 
sales and prospects standpoint, and 
numerous motor company visitors 
from the East expressed the opinion 
that it was the most spectacular 
exposition of its kind they had 
ever seen. 

The new cars occupied a large 
part of the grounds. They were 
placed upon artificial lawn carpets, 


dramatically lighted at night, and 
the exhibits were covered with 
brightly colored canopies on white 
steel framework. Perfect weather 
during the week brought out 
tremendous evening crowds, and a 
constant stream of visitors filtered 
through the car displays all during 
the show hours from 10 a. m. to 
11 p. m. daily. 

The record attendance, which sur- 
passed the 1940 total by about 186,- 
000 visitors, testifies to the wide- 
spread public interest in travel and 
outdoor recreational activities on 
the west coast. The entire grounds 
were practically enclosed by huge 
painted canvases of western scenes 
depicting national parks and tour- 
ing allurements of the Pacific slope. 
The two patio areas of the grounds 
were packed with spectators during 
the numerous daily events on the 
program. 




















More Important than ever... the 
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NEW YORK 
51 East 42ND STREBT 
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for 1941! 


This complete encyclopedia of the Automotive 
Industry known to Dealers, Manufacturers, 
Jobbers and Finance Houses as the “Bible of 
the Industry” will be mailed with the issue of . . . 


JUNE 30TH, 1941 


Our Editors, already hard-at-work on compiling 
this edition, promise the most comprehensive 
and complete book in our history .... The 
publishers promise a greatly increased circulation 
as already orders are pouring in for the 1941 
edition at $1.50 per copy. 


First Advertising Forms Close May 15th 


. . . and advertisers with copy in prior to this 
date will receive preferred positions. Please order 
NOW through any office of 





2751 EAST JEFFERSON AVENUE 
DETROIT 


LOS ANGELES 
2461 SLeEevryY HoLitow Drive 





CHICAGO 
307 NortH MICHIGAN AVENUE 








Conflicting State Barriers 
Seen as Biggest Bottleneck 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.-—-More rapid prog- 
ress toward elimination of inter- 
state trade barriers impeding the 
effective use of motor vehicles in 
the defense program was urged by 
Ted V. Rodgers, president of the 
American Trucking Assns., in ad- 
dressing the 12th annual Safety 
Convention and Exposition held 
here last week at the Hotel Penn- 
sylvania under sponsorship of the 
Greater New York Safety Council 
and cooperating agencies. 

Although also citing inadequate | 
highways and other obstacles, Rod- 
gers, in his talk on “Motor Trans- 
portation and National Defense,” 
asserted the most pressing prob- 
lem in motor transportation’s de- 
fense participation is “the multi- 
tude uf state laws that hamper the 
interstate movement of motor ve- 
hicles, whether they are privately- 
owned or government - owned; 
whether they are carrying food 
supplies for the residents of a 
small country town or for an army 
camp nearby; whether they are 
hauling material for a _ defense 
plant or a plant producing goods 
for civilian consumption.” 

Cites Example 

“Not long ago,” Rodgers noted, 
“two motor truck firms obtained 
authority from the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission to transport 
steel armor plate weighing from 
1,000 to 20,000 pounds to the Navy's 
proving ground at Dahlgren, (Va.). 
As it happened, the states through 
which the plate had to pass per- 
mitted maximum truck weights 
sufficiently large to allow’ the 
trucks to make the run without 
difficulty and meet the Navy’s de- 
mand for fast transportation. But 
if the same trucks attempted to 
travel through Kentucky, many of 
them would be refused passage be- 
cause of that state’s 18,000-pound 
gross weight limit. There are nu- 
merous instances in which Ken- 
tucky’s law weight limit actually 
has interfered with movement of 
defense materials. The usual 
answer to the Kentucky weight 
problem is to use twice as many 
vehicles inside the state as are 
used beyond its borders, unloading 
them and reloading into the larger 
trucks at the state line. From an 
operating standpoint, it is an in- 
efficient answer; from a_e safety 
standpoint, it is unfortunate be- 
cause it doubles the accident haz- 
ard. But it is the only reasonable 
answer as long as the state’s legis- 
lators refuse to bring the truck 
weight law into line with those of 
Kentucky’s neighbor states. 

Tennessee Restrictions 

“Kentucky's weight law is one 
example of a condition that ex- 
tends to every corner of the na- 
tion and includes every conceiv- 
able type of statute. The truck has 
yet to be built that will comply 
with the laws of all of the 48 
states. There are widely varying 
regulations governing the length 
and width of vehicles, the equip- 
ment they must carry and the 
speed they must travel. 

“Tennessee prohibits more than 
one gasoline tank on a single ve- 
hicle. An Army officer’s household 
effects were being’ transported 
through that state recently in a 





vehicle which had two fuel tanks. 
The driver was arrested and fined 
even though one of the tanks was 
empty and disconnected. The same 
vehicle went 100 miles out of its 
way to avoid passing through Ken- 
tucky. 

“It is extremely gratifying that 
some progress has been made to 
alleviate such conditions. Federal 
and state governments and various 
private organizations are cooperat- 
ing in an effort to win revision of 
the state laws that set up the Bal- 
kan barriers to highway commerce 
and their efforts have had some 
success. A few states—Texas and 
Tennessee among them — have 
raised their weight limits closer to 
those of neighboring states. But 
much more must be done if the 
U. S. is to profit by the tragic les- 
sons which Germany has taught 
the world.” 

Declaring that international 
events of the past few years and 
the last 18 months in particular 
illustrate that motor transportation 
—civil and military—is of first-line 
importance in time of national 
emergency, Rodgers further stated: 

“Commercial carriers have given 
the U. S. a fast, low-cost trans- 
portation service for many years, 
despite restrictive federal and 
state laws, but the war in Europe 
and American efforts to re-arm 
have turned a brilliant spotlight 
on motor transportation. 

Germany’s Motor Vehicles 

“Germany’s conquest of conti- 
nental Europe often has been cited 
as a prime example of the im- 
portant role that motor transpor- 
tation plays in modern warfare, 
both as a means of transporting 
troops rapidly and as a method of 
maintaining efficient supply lines 
in open, undeveloped country. 
There can be no doubt that the 
German army has relied to a tre- 
mendous extent on the motor ve- 
hicle to back up its swift-moving 
mechanized troops. A vast system 
of superhighways was built and 
ready to carry the Hitler divisions 
to any corner of Germany where 
they could strike across the bor- 
ders with the lightning thrusts that 
have proved so successful. 

“When the U. S. entered the last 
war, French and British troops 
had some motor vehicles but they 
were comparatively scarce. Our 
Army had tested the truck in the 
rugged hill country of Mexico. Its 
value was known and consequently 
a great effort was made to put the 
Army on wheels. We went into that 
war unprepared in virtually every 
respect but by the time the armis- 
tice was signed, enough vehicles 
were in use to demonstrate their 
value. By early 1919, the Army 
owned 85,000 vehicles; had the war 
continued another eight months, 
orders already placed would have 
brought the total up to 400,000. 

More Vehicles Needed 

“After the war, this country, like 
the French and British, concen- 
trated principally on building a 
peace-time economy. There was 
little time or money for the mili- 
tary. Consequently, at the start 
of 1940, the Army owned 19,000 
trucks and passenger cars—a total 


adequate enough for the peace- 
(Continued on Page 15, Col. 1) 


+ Gan + 


EREQGENCY UR 


AN ALL-’ROUND rescue unit is this emergency truck operated by the 
Grand Island (Neb.) fire department. On a 1941 Chevrolet heavy-duty chassis, 
members of the Grand Island fire brigade built what is said to be one of the 


most complete emergency units in 


the 


country. Carrying an iron lung, 8 


resuscitator, two inhalators, and two cots, the truck is prepared for a wide 


range of rescue cases. 
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Seen as Biggest Bottleneck 


(Continued from Page 14) 


ne army but not for the planned 
my of 1,400,000 men, of whom 
proximately 400,000 will be either 
vers or mechanics. So the Army 
sed for funds and began placing 
jers. Thanks to the mass-produc- 
n efficiency of American manu- 
turers, the Army’s vehicles to- 
ed 75,000 by the start of 1941 
1 by the end of June the total 
1 be 190,000. The present goal of 
000 vehicles of all types will be 
iched late this summer, and the 
sular Army of 1,400,000 men on | 
tive duty will be completely mo- | 
‘ized. 


‘Meanwhile, commercial motor 
rriers have been working with 
> War department, filling in 
pably during troop movements | 
d maneuvers. In many parts of | 
e country, for-hire trucks and 
ses have been called on_ to 
ansport troops and keep them 
pplied with food and war mate- 
ils during maneuvers. The com- 
arcial carriers did their job well 
d will continue to do a good job 
nenever called on, especially in 
ew of the fact that the industry’s 
aders have gained experience in 
new field. 


Safety Problems Arise 


“It follows that new safety prob- 
ms have developed and will con- 
1ue to develop for some time to 
me. Rapid, precisely-timed ship- 
ents of war materials and parts, 
id troop movements and man- 
ivers on the nation’s highways, 
ided to increased civilian traffic 
ring the summer months, will 
m the roads and tax traffic of- 
tials to the utmost. New high- 
ays are in prospect, and some are 
ing built, but the demand un- 
wubtedly will exceed the supply 
fore the end of summer. 
“The ultimate answer, of course, 
xg in construction of new multi- 
ne roads, by-passing the larger 
ties and allowing access at only | 
limited number of points. Penn- 
‘lvania’s superhighway from Har- 
sburg to Pittsburgh is an ex- 
mple. A battalion of 155-milli- 
eter guns recently made a test 
in on the turnpike and another 
” comparison on an _ ordinary 
ighway. The battalion traveled 
isily at 50 miles per hour on the 
rnpike, but its speed was cut to 
i} miles per hour of hazardous 
avel on the other roads.” 
Further emphasizing the im- 
ortance of motor transpurtation 
s shown by events abroad, Rod- 
ers declared: 
British Rebuilding 

“The remarkable tenacity of the 
ritish and the tremendous effort 
ley are now making to rebuild 
leir motor transport system 
1rough production at home and 
urchases here may offset years of 
eglect and restriction. Certainly, 
le winter campaign against the 
alian army in Africa was ample 
idication that the British Lion 
ad learned it could move faster 
ad strike harder if it rode in a 
tuck, 

“Here in the U. S. our problems 
te not as difficult as those faced 
y the British. Prior to the start 
f the defense program, motor 
tuck manufacturers had _ turned 
ut close to 800,000 units a year. 
‘roduction of 1,000,000 trucks a 
tar could be reached without 
uch of a strain on capacity and 
tat number probably would sup- 
ly all Army demands and still 
leet normal civilian needs. 

“The nation now has a fleet of 
500,000 trucks operated both} 
tivately and for-hire, any number 
f which could be diverted to gov- | 
mment use in an _ emergency. | 
lans have been perfected for | 
ning open-top trailers into anti- 
reraft gun carriers almost at a| 
loment’s notice. An adjustable | 
retcher frame has been built by | 
hich any motor truck can become | 
2 ambulance in a few seconds. | 
ad the invaluable service of the | 
lotor truck in supplying regions | 
lated by flood or storm has been 
‘monstrated more than once. 

“So there is not likely to be a 
Xortage of equipment or of cap- 
ble men to direct and operate 





a 
| 


the vehicles when and if it becomes 
necessary. Thorough plans for 
emergency cooperation between the 
government and commercial car- 
riers have been mapped in advance 
and data on the types and capacity 





of vehicles 
gathered. 

“The industry's problems, rather, 
will involve questions of safety and 
delay because of traffic conges- 
tion and state barriers. Contribut- 
ing to the safety problem will be 
the loss of trained men, both driv- 
ers and mechanics, who are being 
inducted for Army training at an 
alarmingly high rate. 


For a “fresh automotive vio aint. 
read George M. Slocum’s “‘A Word i 
Edgewise.”’ 


available are being) Ford Truck Sales 


increase in truck sales is largely 
due to the increased requirements 
of Canadian industry for the trans- 
portation of goods and materials 
used in war production. 

Ford sales figures for March in- 
dicate that the demand for trucks 
is still increasing rapidly as re- 
ports received by the conipany 
from its dealers show an increase 
of 60 percent in retail deliveries of 
commercial units for the month, as 
compared with March, 1940. 


Rise in Canada 


MONTREAL. — Retail deliveries 
of new trucks and commercial 
units by Ford Motor Co. of Canada, 
Ltd., in the first quarter of 1941 
show an increase of 32 percent 
compared with the first quarter of 
1940, R. M. Sale, company sales 
manager, has announced. 


He points out that the marked 


COUISVILLE, KY. FORD DEALERS SAY-- 


“the industries leading newspaper. . . serves a whole industry 
with no special interest in any one company!“ 


ForpD- Mercury- LINCOLN 





DEALERS OF 


JEFFERSON County 


Louisville, Ky 
April 9, 1941 


Inde, 


ae Bldg. » 
Louisville, Ky. 


Gentlemen: 


A short time ago you received from Earle Bottom, Manager of the Ford Motor 
Company plant in Louisville, a letter enclosing a small folder pointing out 
that during 29 years of operation, the Ford Motor Company has built three- 
quarters of a million automobiles in Louisville and has spent for wages, 
supplies, taxes, et cetera, nearly 50 million dollars in Louisville. 


Today that plant, like all Ford plants the country over, is closed secs the 


result of a strike called by leaders of the UAW-CIO. 


In general, we believe 


that the business men of America are sympathetic to Mr. Ford's stand on this 
issue, and in most parts of the country the newspapers have kept the case, 
as seen by both sides, before the people. 


In Louisville, however, a local paper has taken a stand so one-sided and, it 
seems to us, so unfair that we take this occasion to pass along to you the 
comments of Chris Sinsabaugh on this strike as they appeared recently in 
Automotive News. 
rN SMENA UNE 


This is the Industry p 


and written about the motor car business for many years. 


*s leading newspaper, and Mr. Sinsabaugh has lived in 


He and his paper 


serve @ whole industry with no special interest in any one company. 
RN nner eee 


We believe that you will find his views on the UAW-CIO strike in Ford plants 


informative and interesting. 


Monarch Auto Company 


Partner 


Fairdale Motors 





The comment on Henry Ford’s labor record referred to above was carried in “Sparks,” 


Will you take a minute now-to read then. 


Yours very truly, 





President 


Summers—Herrmann Inc 


President 





ce Pres. & Genl Mgr. 





Automotive News, April 7. 
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Dodge Appoints |New Commercial Car Registrations, All States for Feb. ’4.1-’40 
Five New Distr ict Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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By A. H. Allen 


AT ITS RECENT spring meeting 
in Detroit the American Society for 
Testing Materials heard four 
prominent speakers in a sympo- 
sium dealing with changes in ma- 
terials arising from _ shortages 
caused by the national defense 
program. Discussion naturally cen- 
tered on problems confronting the 
motor industry on materials. In 
some fields, such as chemicals and 
plastics, the outlook is good. Raw 
materials are apparently plentiful 
and there is virtually complete in- 
dependence from foreign sources 
of supplies—which was not true 
in the last World War. In other 
lines, such as alloy steel, aluminum, 
magnesium, zinc, nickel, chromium 
and a few other metals, used in 
automobiles, substitutions will be 
necessary and are 
worked out. 

* * * 

In 1917 there were 42 strategic 
materials for which industry in 
this country depended upon for- 
eign supplies. Now there are only 
14 such materials, and they are 
either being stockpiled in suffi- 
cient quantity for several years 
or are giving way to substitutes. 

* * * 


Rubber is a material which must 
be imported, chiefly from the East 
Indies. Dr. S. M. Cadwell of U. S. 
Rubber Co., points out that there 
fis not the remotest chance of any 
serious shortage developing in rub- 
ber. The country uses about 600,000 
tons of crude rubber in a year. 
Both private companies and the 
government have purchased enorm- 
ous supplies and there is no im- 
mediate indication imports are 
going to be shut off. So industry 
is well fixed for rubber for prob- 
ably two years, even if imports 
should stop. Meanwhile there have 
been expended some 1,500 man- 
years of research in this country 
in perfecting synthetic rubbers 
such as neoprene, thiokel, butyl, 
etc., which could be placed in pro- 
duction within two years if neces- 
sary. It is also feasible to grow a 
type of rubber known as guayule 
in this country but it would take 
four years to perfect a crop. 

* * * 


Car Changes 
Described 


DR. J. S. LAIRD of Ford Motor 
Co., reviewed the nonferrous metal 


New Furnaces Bought 


CLEVELAND. — Keeping pace with 
the demands of the national defense 
program and also keeping an eye on 
the needs of regular customers, Na- 
tional Bronze & Aluminum Foundry 
Co. here has purchased three new heat 
treating furnaces. 


“Dealers Tell Me," by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 


appears weekly in Automotive News. 


BOTTOMS UP! 






.. FILLAGE WITHOUT SPILLAGE 
VENTALARM gives a car an additional im- 
portant sales point. With VENTALARM as 
standard equipment on a gasoline tank, at- 
tendants can fill ‘er up at full pumping 
speeds without wasting a drop, keeping fend- 
ers clean and eliminating a bad fire hazard. 


car. Write for: details. 


ra VENTALARM 


SCULLY SIGNAL COMPANY 


CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
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| their guests. He described a num- 
| ber of changes which ere in pros- 


| AUTOMOTIVE News several weeks ago, 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, APRIL 28, 


neil 


picture for ASTM members and 


pect for automobiles because of 
shortages in aluminum, magnesium, 
nickel, chromium, zinc, etc. In a 
general way these were covered 
in the news report published in 


> 


1 


listing changes in Ford models. 
* * * 


| fluctuation in various media cate- 


1941 
the 4th Dimension 
No Skids on Advertising; 


Car Linage Biggest 
By Pete Wemhoff 


Curtailment vs. Advertising 
Be | 


W 


Taking a cue from Canada, which has been at war for 18 


'months, there is no basis for predictions that U. S. automo-gENnE 


tive advertising will hit the skids as a result of the 20 percent Chev 





curtailment in car and truck 
| production beginning Aug. 1. 


| While there may naturally be some 


gories, a survey indicates that in-! 
stitutional and car - maintenance |} 


Buic 
Pont 
Olds 
Cadi 


CHRY 
Plyn 





now being | 


There are a number of uses 
for nickel or high-nickel alloys in 
motor cars which cannot be 
changed readily. Together they 
would call for only % of 1 per- 
cent of all the nickel available 
to industry, so it would appear 
that a sufficient amount might 
be allotted to the motor industry 
to cover these special needs. They 
include spark plug wires, distri- 
butor wires, compensating shunts 
for voltage regulators, heating 
elements and bimetal elements of 
electrical indicators, such as tem- 
perature gauges, gasoline gauges, 


ete. 
* * * 


One of the reasons why shortages 
in certain metals 
which are required to some extent 


are appearing 


in defense manufacturing, accord- 


ing to Dr. Laird, is that from three 


to 10 tons of material must be 
accumulated before the first ton 
is processed. Hence there is an 


important stocking and piling of 
critical materials at defense plants 


which may not yet be in actual 


production. 
* * . 


‘Guns and Butter’ 
Available 
REVIEWING chemicals and 


plastics, Dr. J. K. Hunt of DuPont 


organization, said it looked to him 
like we could have both “guns and 
butter” although it might be neces- 
sary to spread the butter a little 
thinner. The chemicals industries 
in the past 25 years have done the 
rather remarkable job of making 
this country entirely free of de- 
pendence on foreign ingredients. 
Imported oils, pigments, resins and 
a long list of related products 
now can all be made from domestic 
materials, with comparable cost 
and quality. 
* * 

What few shortages have de- 
veloped in the chemicals field 
appear to be the result of injudi- 
cious overstocking on the part of 
consumers, and lack of sufficient 
transportation equipment to keep 
up with heavy buying. 


* * * 


E. C. Smith, chief metallurgist 
of Republic Steel Corp., gave a 
brief analysis of the steel situation 
and pointed to the serious effects 
which are being felt because of 
the coal strike which has already 
caused some blast furnaces to be 
banked and steelmaking suspended. 
He gave as his opinion the suspi- 
cion that the country as a whole 
had not yet really gotten serious 
about defense manufacturing, and 
possibly would not become serious 
until they could feel an invader’s 
knife at their throats, so to speak. 

* ot es 


Situation Tight 
In Ferroalloys 


STEELMAKERS naturally are 
having difficulties in obtaining suf- 
ficient quantities of ferroalloys, 
particularly chromium and _ nickel. 
The chromium situation looks crit- 
ical for at least three months, while 
nickel probably will be tight for 
18 months. 

aa * 


Cc. C. Carlton, vice - president 
and secretary of Motor Wheel 
Corp., Lansing, and chairman of 
the recently-dissolved Automotive 
Committee for Air Defense, stated 
in an address the other day that 
he believed this country would be 
actively in the war within 60 
days, that automobile production 
would have to be curtailed better 


advertising will offset any neces- 
sary modification in 
linage. 

Automotive News observers in 
Canada report that (1) Canadian 
automotive advertising has shown 
an annual increase since 1937; 
(2) Thus far this year ad dis- 
bursements approximate those of 
corresponding period last year in 
dollars and cents; (3) There has 
been some fluctuation relatively 
with regard to various media 
categories, but whole situation 
gives “lie to the doleful prophe- 
cies of the Jeremiahs who pre- 
dicted that on the outbreak of 
hostilities there would be whole- 
sale cancellations of advertising 
contracts paralleling the war- 
hysteria -induced depression ex- 
perience in 1914.” 

Indications are that the U. S. 
situation may mainly concern copy 
affected directly by manufacturers’ 
sales to dealers, a certain percen- 
tage of which goes toward dealer 
advertising in local newspapers and 
radio. However, even in this case, 
a 4,000,000-unit year (allowed under 
the U. S. agreement) is still well 
above the average year. 


AN ALMOST unlimited choice of 
plastic colors can be offered by the 
Chrysler Sales division, because it | 
maintains its own plastic department | 
with a capacity of 25,000 plastic pieces | 
a day. The various parts are moulded 
on injector moulding machines. This | 
department is said to produce the | 
longest plastic object ever successfully 
moulded in an injector press, the 32- 
inch door garnish moulding shown 
above. By reason of maintaining its 
own department Chrysler is able to 
work out the shape and shade of its 
various decorations more successfully 
than otherwise would be possible. 


| Dealers Tell Me . J 


(Continued from Page 3) 
bile industry won’t give a thor- 
ough account of itself. It may 
seem, to the uninitiated, slow in 
getting under way, but when dies 
are made, the tooling completed, 
and assembly lines laid out, the 
American automobile factories 
will provide motorized equipment 
in such preponderance that the 
rest of the world won’t be in the 
running. _ 


Tops Mark 


In One Year 

OR example, this conductor hap- 

pened to be secretary of the 
War Industries Board in the Willys- 
Overland factory during the first 
World War. We had the contract 
for the French “75” gun. This 
French “75” gun was the most 
popular piece of mobile ordnance 
on the European continent at that 
time—the Germans had their own 
version. Cannon of this type had 
been made in France and England 
for the 20 previous years. 

When our company got the 
French “75” contract, the recoil 
mechanism (an important part of 
this gun) was made by Dodge 
Bros. and the barrels supplied by 
an arsenal, but in one year’s 
time we were making more 
French “75” guns in one day 
than the combined English and 
French factories, with all their 
previous experience, were mak- 
ing annually. 





Greatest 


Automotive linage in the past 
two years has contributed the 
greatest gain to newspaper adver- 
tising revenues, 55.1 percent, while 
the chief defection has been in 
tobacco products, with a loss of 
28.2 percent, according to the 
28th annual report of the Bureau 
of Advertising, American News- 
paper Publishers Assn., issued 
last week. 

Total national newspaper ad- 
vertising revenue in 1940 was 8.2 
percent greater than in 1938, ac- 
cording to the report, which 
added: “It is difficult to make 
long-range forecasts such as 
these, but present indications are 
that 1941 will show another sub- 
stantial gain in national news- 
paper advertising revenues.” 


Folds 


Boston Evening Transcript, which 
would have completed its 111th 
year in July, will suspend publica- 
tion next Wednesday (Apr. 30). 

Richard N. Johnson, publisher, 
announced that a 5-cent price in 
the afternoon newspaper field had 
failed to produce the necessary 
revenue for Transcript to continue. 


* * 


Domestic Economy 


Most Desired 

|S ge whatever happens in world 
affairs, we all should bear in 

mind that individual business is 


being conducted in both the con- L , 
quered and conquering countries. (Campbell-Ewald) third in the 100 


We, as automobile dealers, must| Best Posters of 1940, as selected 
realize the need for changing to|4t the 11th annual exhibit of out- 
meet existing conditions. We owe | door seventies art under aus- 
it to ourselves, to our employes, to|Pices of Advertising, Inc. First 
automobile owners, and to the na-|@#ward went to Pabst Blue Ribbon 
tion. We must institute a one-man| beer. oa aaa 

defense program for our own in-|, Ford's prize-winner_ was __ the 
dividual enterprises. Successful do- “We're on the job with a Ford 
mestic economy is more to be ae 


Posters 
Ford (McCann - Erickson) grab- 
bed second place and Chevrolet 


sired in time of national stress than 
during peace time. 

The very foundation of this 
country depends upon the founda- 
tion of the individuals within it. 
That fact was never more vital 
than now. 








| 


°41 American Standards | 
List Is Announced | 


NEW YORK.—American Stand- 
ards Assn. announces publication 
of a new List of American Stand- 
ards for 1941. 

More than 400 American Stand- 
ards are listed, covering definitions, | 
technical terms, specifications for 


sales copy | 





Chicago office. 
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THIS “MAGNIFYING GLASS” dis-Henne 
play has been developed for use byIntern 
dealers in United States tires during ~ — 
the coming season. Through the ment IN 













that guards @ 
SL Le 


phane window appears an enlargement 

of the tire tread with the brakes off, 

When the handles at the top of the 
display are moved this close-up changes 

to show how the tire reacts when the—— 
brakes are applied. Other handles con- 

trol views illustrating other features 

of the tires. 


truck” poster, while Chevrolet's 
involved the “Chevrolet's first 
again — Eye it, try it, buy it” 





theme. Honorable mentions went Tota! 
to the following automotive adver- f°" 
tisers: Ford (4), Packard (2), Mo-Arizon 
biloil (3), Texaco (2), Chevrolet Gounec 
(3), Dodge (3), Mercury, Tiolene, 
Pontiac, Shell (5), Standard Oil fiiinois 
(12) and Sun Oil. 





Maryla 





Promotion 


USL Battery Corp. is promoting 
the general business of Auto-Lite 
battery dealers along with its own 
special interests through the dis- 
tribution of colored show window 
and outdoor display. 


Basic thought embodied in the 
Auto-Lite display is twofold—to re- ———— 
mind automobile owners that spring 
is the time to treat the car to a 
thorough grooming in preparation 
for a season of active travel—and 
to suggest the convenience that 
comes from having four different 
and necessary spring checkup and 
service operations performed at a 
single service station stop, instead 
of at several. 











Notes 


Sidener and Van Riper, Inc., In- 
dianapolis, has added Pierce Gov- 
ernor Co., Anderson, Ind. ... James 
M. Cecil, president of Cecil & 
Presbrey, Inc, and David C. 
Thomas, president of Husband & 
Thomas Co., Inc., announce merger 
of the two agencies, effective May 
1. The new firm will operate under 
the name of the former agency in 
New York City. ... 





Rejoins 

Jake Goldstein, who started out 
on the Dakota Farmer in 1920, has 
rejoined that paper as head of its 


Tota 
_for} 
Arizon 


Connet 





Idaho 
Maryls 
Massa 
Michig 
Missou 
Monta: 


Nevad: 








Plan now to use VENTALARM on your new | 


metals and other materials, meth- | 
ods of test for the finished prod- 
juct, dimensions, safety provisions 
| for use of machinery, and methods 
‘of work. 


than 20 percent after June 1, 
when defense manufacturing 
would start on a scale that would 
make everything that has gone 
before look like “child’s play.” 





ON A RECENT TRIP to Los Angeles, W. S. McLean, advertising director 
of Fisher Body, was presented with his first boutonniere of the season by 
K. J. Wilkins, general manager, southern California division of General Motors. 
McLean went west to program the tour of the Fisher Body—Pontiac transparent 
car on the Pacific coast. 
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Week’s Output Remains Low with 106,805 Units 


‘Assembly Plants § 














’ 
AN’s Production Estimate Of Ford Are S Passenger Car Registrations 
(U. 8. and Canada) or re Set | Two Months plus 27 States for March oui 
WEEKS ENDED APRIL 26, A Feb. Feb. 1941 1940 Un 
eee den. dent To Open Monday Total Pos. 1941 Pos. 1940 Pos. Gain 
Week Same Week April to to DETROIT. — Automobile produc- |Chevrolet ............ 73,488 1 193,004¢ 1 157,114 1 35,890 
Ended Week Ended to Apr.27 Apr.26/|tion remained at a low aeint Seat UOTE vcccscescceecuns 54,088 2 137,719 2 104647 2 33,072 
or 18 Apr.26 1940* Apr.19* Date* 1940* 1941* | week despite full operations at the |Plymouth ............ 34,502 3 93,972t 3 80,174 3 13,798 
OMv- GENERAL MOTORS .. 55,225 43,769 55,017 207,704 708,390 873,365 Ford Rouge|Buick ................ ne 
rcent Chevrolett ........... 31,565 26,929 81,557 119,094 425,492 502,638 | AUTOMOTIVE NEWS Plant most of|Pontiac .............. ne 
Sai eee 8,620 6,378 8,622 32,757 110,581 139,734 he week. CHEMICON ve ccsecn 19,604 6 araaee 6 34,70 an 
Rf cc wnancnade 7,500 5,324 7,318 27,302 83,078 111,687| Production Estimate = Week’s output|Dodge ............... —— | oon f. a 65h 
Oldsmobile ........... 5,945 4,086 5,933 22,524 75,363 94,605 hit only 106,805|Chrysler ............. 10,404 = 8 a aaat 8 yn a 
SE 648 canned hen 1,595 1,052 1,587 6,027 13,876 24,701 new cars and oo rece eeees cane “ oraae i <n « i 
CHRYSLER ........... 28,785 23,724 28,457 105,276 397,544 462,834 43 Pee eations | Nash vou" esag ay e627 «11Ss«d10,283«14Cts«i, 844 
Plymouth} ........... 13,200 11,940 12,885 46,938 194,203 218,572 a pee SR 6,023 12 15,870 12 12,939 13 2,931 
I oak esa siely wit aaca 9,015 7,362 9,022 34,126 124,054 144,068 pad I tMES .... «<.ss0seee 13 13,914 18 14,133 11 219* 
assembly plants|Hudson ........ 5,156 : : 
Chrysler ............. 3,995 2,557 3,982 14,729 45,499 59,871 cant due an BEE Adtvnusnansan 4,685 14 12,580 14 6,407 15 6,173 
| ee 2,575 1,865 2,568 9,483 33,788 40,323 see way until Mon-|Peckard ............. 4082 15 11,698t 15 13251 12  1,553* 
dudes anesck sedans 4,800 18,321 1,175 22,615 369,800 349,228| 106,805— @— day due to the|Lincoln .............. 1,544 16 3,983 16 4,319 16 336* 
OS 3,700 15,850 800 18,650 319,956 299,847 102,540— <@- lack of neces-| Willys .............+. 1,497 17 3,735 17 3,894 17 159* 
ENE 600 1,746 200 «2,910 38,232 41,627 Last sary materials|Miscellaneous ....... 354 944 446 498 
FE 500 725 175 1,025 «11,612 7,749 WEEK furnished by the ——s ee — — 
‘STUDEBAKER; ....... 2,920 2,442 $3,004 11,112 41,922 41,224 100,19 > Rouge punt), TOTAL............- 299,701 — — eaten 
; - $ 40) 
ee “a: a: aa us ae ae YEAR with the revised |{included inthe, 2941 irures ars Peters forsr Met det Eas foley 
ove oo ee oe — oo oe estimates of last Buick a1: hevrolet. 406; Oldsmobile 3; Pontiac’ 39; Ford 1,802; Mercury 1; 
Buick 21; Chevro 
‘PACKARD ............ 1450 1,761 1,404 5,448 28,299 20,170 week which| Hudson 65; Packard 7. 
SOV MMMES IDET 0.6466 6000c000 1,125 182 1,108 2,233 9,989 8,455 placed total pro- . 7 
MISCELLANEOUS} ... 7,900 6,510 7,895 29,921 118,504 133,729 ee duction os ~- assembly line at the Ford Rouge cotea ton turned out in the same 
pinta sana le sect iio divisions of the} plant. period last year. 
Es con ean cinder 106,805 100,193 102,540 401,107 1,724,802 1,949,777 , industry at 102,-| General Motors divisions re-| Chrysler divisions also maintained 
540 units, while a year ago 100,193 | mained steady last week with 55,225| their previous week’s tempo with 
"= *Revised. tIncludes trucks. tClosed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, | vehicles were turned out. new cars and trucks assembled, | 28,785 units produced as compared 
’ gis-Henney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana,| Last week’s rise was attributed| which contrasts with 55,017 units| with 28,457 new cars and trucks 
se byInternational, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, Bantam, etc. to_units turned out _on_the final! built in the previous week and 43.-| puilt in the previous week and 





luring 
cello- 


+ New Commercial Car Registrations, 27 States for March’4.1-’40 |r: vee 22 


In the Ford group, final assembly 
anges Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co.. and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold operations at the Rouge plant and 


23,724 vehicles assembled in the 
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SED CARS—SERVICE 


Salesman Recommendation of Used Car Gets Results 


Used Car Auction 


Wholesale Prices 
Sold to Dealers Only 


Chicago 
Held by Chicago Automobile 


Personal Contact is Seen 


Highly Successful in Denver 


By Ira Alexander 
Staff Correspondent 
DENVER.—Sales in the used car 
department can be increased by 
carrying out a planned merchandis- 
ing campaign. A number of Denver 
automobile dealers have bettered 
sales in the used car department 
by making use of novel plans. 


A system of merchandising, 
whereby each individual salesman 
is required to select the best used 
car from the stock on hand and 
recommend it to prospective cus- 
tomers, has proven highly success- 
ful with the Ervin-Platt Motor Co. 
(Chevrolet). The system was inau- 


Packard Owners 
Get 12-Months’ 


Service Policy 


DETROIT.—A service policy for 
car owners, which has actually 
been in effect for many years by 
the Packard Motor Car Co., was 
officially confirmed at a meeting 
of distributors and dealers here. 
This policy assures the replacement 
of defective material in Packard 
ears for a period of 12 months, or 
12,000 miles, whichever occurs first. 

Under the announced plan, Pack- 
ard dealers and distributors are 
authorized to furnish replacement 
parts without charge to the car 
owner when defects occur within 
the stated time or mileage men- 
tioned. 

The policy does not include in- 
struments or equipment furnished 
by other manufacturers to the 
Packard Motor Car Co. and cov- 
ered by their own warranties. 

Although the announced service 
policy is far in excess of the stand- 
ard 4,000-mile or 90-day guarantee, 
the larger coverage has been com- 
mon practice with Packard; but 
Service Manager J. F. Page now 
anticipates a clearer understanding 
among dealers and therefore more 
satisfying service to car owners. 


Survey Reveals 
Used Car Demand 
Down in Chicago 


CHICAGO.— When the Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn. reported 
that used car inventories declined 
to a 41 days’ supply as of Apr. 1, 
the low point for the year, dealers 
were warned of a reversal in trend 
later in the month. 

The forecast proved accurate, as 
CATA last week announced that by 
mid-April used car demand fell off 
and stocks were up, based upon 
returns from a telephone survey 
among dealers handling all makes 
of cars. 

The telephone survey revealed 
that demand as of Apr. 16 was 
“fair” by comparison with “strong” 
on Apr. 1, and that inventories 
ranged from “average” to “high” 
as against “low.” 

As for prices, the consensus was 
that firmness ruled. The best sell- 
ers at retail were 1939 and 1940 
models, while older models moved 
best in the wholesale market. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by the 
‘“‘wide-awake’”’ in industry. 





OPENING of the 12th session of the Post-Graduate School of Modern Mer- 
chandising found three Detroit Chevrolet dealers’ sons enrolled. Mayor Edward 
Jeffries of Detroit, right, wishes the young men “‘many happy blue books” 
as they enter upon their Chevrolet scholastic career. Left to right, are Claude 
A. Grenier, Verhoven Chevrolet Co.; Donald J. Dawson, Hanley Dawson, Inc., 


and John F. Eby, Don Homer, Inc. 


| mobile 






gurated in the belief that used car 
buyers respect the opinions of 
salesmen at reliable firms. 

James Motor Co. (Dodge-Plym- 
outh), has a_ specially prepared 
stamped postcard that used car 
salesmen use in writing to their 
prospects. The salesman calls at- 
tention to some special car or 
group of cars and signs his name. 
The firm’s name is printed at the 
bottom of the card, while at the 
top is another printed message, 
such as “Right now is the best 
time to get a better used car and 
save money. Choose from 100 re- 
liable cars.” 

Larson-Nash Motor Co., operates 
its used car department under the 
plan that every used car shown 
for sale by the firm must have 
passed the acid tests on 66 points 
of mechanical fitness before it is 
put into the purchaser’s hands. As 
a double-check on the system, the 
used car buyers are allowed to 
drive the cars they select for 
three days, after which time their 
money will be refunded if they 
are not satisfied. 

Tom bBotterill, Inc. (Hudson), 
makes a personal indorsement on 
its used cars. Botterill personally 
indorses the cars on a tag attached 
to each car sold. These “personally 
indorsed tags” indicate that the 
cars have been completely recondi- 
tioned and put in excellent running 
order with all needed repairs and 
replacements. The tags guarantce 
the finish and upholstery to be in 
good condition and that the car is 
properly priced. 


Chevrolet Maps 
Plan for Training 


More Mechanics 


DETROIT.— To guarantee mil- 
lions of Chevrolet owners adequate, 
trained service personnel in the di- 
vision’s 8,500 dealerships, a na- 
tional training program for ap- 
prentice automobile mechanics is 
being urged by Ed. Hedner, na- 
tional director of service for Chev- 
rolet. 

In a message to Chevrolet deal- 
ers, a thorough survey of the 
service situation is outlined, with 
practicable recommendations ad- 
vanced for supplementing the deal- 
er’s service set-up, and at the same 
time contributing to national de- 
fense by the supplying of more and 
more trained men. 

A two-year training period for 
the general mechanic is suggested 
in the service department’s memo- 
randum, while six months to a year 
in training is recommended for 
specialists who will concentrate on 
such service phases as_ motor, 
chassis, front and rear axle, motor 
tune-up or electrical. 

It is suggested that training be 
done in the individual dealerships, 
with the apprentice working side 
by side with master mechanics dur- 
ing the day, enrolling in vocational 
school or night school courses if 
possible, and _ studying directly 
under the dealer’s service manager. 

The entire Chevrolet program is 
outlined in such a way as to tie 
in with the recent National Auto- 
Dealers’ Assn. program 
where this condition was brought 
to the attention of all dealers 
throughout the country. 


DETROIT.—A nationwide educa- 
tional program for thousands of 
automobile retail salesmen will be 
introduced in hundreds of principal 
cities by Plymouth division within 
the next two months, it was an- 
nounced yesterday by Joseph E. 
Bayne, Plymouth general sales 
manager. 

Special training schools are being 
established at once in dozens of 
larger cities as Plymouth’s first 
move in this huge coast-to-coast 
program, Bayne announced. To be 
known as Chrysler Corporation’s 
Plymouth Salesmen’s Conferences, 
similar training centers will be set 
up in additional communities as 


My First Sale 

ACK in 1918, Frank H. Yar- 

nall joined Glenn E. Holmes, 
Inc., Chicago’s oldest Ford deal- 
er, as a cub 
salesman. 
Since then, he 
has climbed 
by gradual 
stages to the 
top. He has 
held down the 
presidency for 
the past three 
years. 

Yarnall’s 
first sale was 
a liberal edu- 
cation for him, 
and in an unexpected way. 

“I had been working quite a 
while on a Ford prospect,” he 
explains the episode. “Finally, 
he walked in one day and an- 
nounced that he was ready to 
buy. Well, I had studied every- 
thing in connection with selling 
a car except how to write an 
order. Quite naturally, I became 
jittery, sought out a more ex- 
perienced salesman, and asked 
him to write the order. 

“The only thing I could re- 
member in my panicky state of 
mind was to request the other 
salesman to sign my name to 
the order. Instead, he signed his 
own, and when I called his at- 
tention to the discrepancy, he 
assured me that he would take 
care of me. He kept his promise, 
but how much do you suppose 
he paid me for all my work? 
Exactly $2. Needless to say, I 
learned my lesson.” 

Glenn Holmes sstartled the 
trade some years ago by locat- 
ing his firm’s headquarters in 
the heart of the downtown Chi- 
cago district. He maintains a 
skyscraper structure at 30 W. 
Lake St., with a huge public 
garage in conjunction. Other 
makes of cars have followed his 
example by opening salesrooms 
downtown, but later dropped the 
idea, so that the Holmes or- 
ganization enjoys a monopoly 
in this respect. 

Yarnall, a director of Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn., has 
headed the Chicago automobile 
show’s used car committee since 
this innovation in major shows 
was inaugurated in 1938. 

























F. H. Yarnall 


























































































EDWARD LIEVENDAG, Flushing (N. Y.) De Soto dealer, shows members 
of his women’s class on moter mechanics how air passes through a special 
filter into the carburetor, then explains functions of the carburetor. 


Plymouth Will Inaugurate 


Salesmen’s Training Program 


the program gets underway, the 
factory official said. 

“This huge undertaking,” said 
Bayne, “is a practical application 
of utterly new concepts developed 
by Chrysler Corp. within the past 
two years, of the relationship that 
exists between the local dealer, his 
retail sales staff and the car-buying 
public they serve. The whole pro- 
gram is aimed at widening the 
Plymouth retail salesman’s sphere 
of usefulness to the public by en- 
abling him to be of greater service 
to the car buyers of his community. 

“Unbounded enthusiasm has been 
expressed by veteran automobile 
retailers, who assisted in formulat- 
ing the present program, for the 
basically sound principles it repre- 
sents, and for the opportunity it 
affords of increasing the impor- 
tance to the public of the dealer 
and his salesmen in their respec- 
tive communities. 

“In actual execution, the con- 
ference will consist of a series of 
meetings to be held under the 
leadership of Plymouth district 
managers. These conference lead- 
ers were specially selected for this 
work following an intensive train- 
ing period. 

“Enrollment in each conference 
series is purposely limited to a 
maximum of 30 persons, to permit 
complete participation by all mem- 
bers of the group and assure maxi- 
mum individual benefit. When the 
required series of sessions has been 
completed, another series of con- 
ferences will be begun for a dif- 
ferent group. 

“In each city, before official 
salesmen’s conferences get under 
way, a preliminary conference 
series will be held by the Plymouth 
representative exclusively for the 
heads of local dealerships and their 
sales managers. This will provide 
an opportunity for these executives 
to familiarize themselves with de- 
tails of the special training course, 
and assist in dovetailing the educa- 
tional program most effectively 
with their own local operations and 
to make entirely effective its appli- 
cation to serving the needs of the 
car-buying public. 

“Time and place for the local 
conference sessions will be an- 
nounced as soon as detailed ar- 
rangements have been made for 
these individual meetings.” 


Chek-Chart Book 
Now Available 


CHICAGO.—Sixth annual edition 
of the Chexall accessory manual, 
including information on the 1941 
car models, is ready for distribu- 
tion, it was announced here last 
week by Chek-Chart Corp. 

The different sections of the new 
manual have been divided by using 
white and blue paper stock—all 
car model pages are now on white 
stock and the other sections on 
blue stock. 

Other new features include the 
addition of a front wheel bearing 
grease retainer interchangeable list, 
an application list of rebuilt ex- 
change fuel pumps, and revised 
inspection and installation data on 
spark plugs, tires and grease re- 
tainers. 










Auction Co., Inc., Apr. 8 


Buick 
Year Model Condition 
39 Sedan, Spec. 41—H Good 
"38 Sedan, 48 Good 
"38 Sedan, 61 Good 
‘37 Sedan, 81 Good 
'37 Sedan, 61 Good 
"37 Sedan, 48 Good 
35 Sedan—R-H Fair 
34. Sedan—R-H Cr. Block 
’32 Coupe Conv. Good 

Chevrolet 

41 Coupe, Mstr. Del.—H Good 
'41 Sedan, Spec. Good 
"40 Coupe—R-H Good 
39 Sedan—H Good 
’°39 Tudor—R-H Good 
39 Tudor Good 
'39 Fordor Good 
38 Sedan—R-H Good 
‘38 Tudor Deluxe Good 
°37. Tudor—H Good 
‘37 ~Panel Good 

De Soto 
’37 Sedan—R-H Good 
°36 Sedan—H Good 
"36 Sedan—H Good 
36 Sedan—R-H Good 
35 Sedan—H Fair 

Dodge 
"39 Coupe—H Good 
'37 Coupe—R-H Good 
’°37 Sedan—R-H Good 
’37 Sedan Good 
36 Sedan—R-H Good 
"36 Sedan Good 
36 Tudor—H Good 
’36 Sedan—R-H Good 
°35 Sedan, 7 Pass.—_-R-H Fair 
’35 Sedan—H Good 
35 Sedan—H Cr. Block 

Ford 

"39 Coupe, Del. 85 Good 
°39 +Tudor Del. Good 
*38 Sedan, 60 Good 
‘38 Tudor, 60 Good 
‘38 Sedan, 85 Good 
*38 Coupe, 85—H Good 
‘38 Tudor Good 
°37 Tudor, 85—H Good 


Correction 





Sales 
Price 
375 
305 
345 
230 
215 
120 





Wholesale used car auction 


Sedan, 60 Good 
Panel Good 
Tudor, 60—H Good 
Tudor, 60—R-H Fair 
Tudor, 60 Fair 
Tudor—H Fair 
Tudor, 85—R-H Good 
Sedan, 85—R-H Good 
Sedan, 85—R-H Good 
Sedan, 85—H Good 
Sedan, 85 Good 
Tudor, 85—R-H Good 
Tudor, 85—R-H Good 
Tudor, 60 Good 
Sedan, 85 Good 
Tudor, 85 Good 
Tudor, 60 Fair 
Hudson 
Tudor Good 
International 
Panel Good 
Lincoln-Zephyr 
Sedan Good 
Sedan Junk 
Mercu 
Sedan i” 
Nash 
Sedan Good 
Sedan Good 
Coupe Good 
Oldsmobile 
Sedan Good 
Sedan, 6 cyl.—R-H Good 
Sedan, 6 cyl. Good 
Sedan, 6 cyl.—R-H Good 
Tudor—H Good 
Sedan—R-H Cr. Block 
Sedan—R-H Cr. Block 
Sedan, 6 cyl. Good 
Sedan, 6 cyl. Good 
Sedan, 8 cyl. Good 
Sedan, 6 cyl.—H Good 
Coupe Fair 
Sedan—H Fair 
Packard 
Sedan, Std. 8 cyl. Good 
Sedan—R-H Fair 
Plymouth 
Tudor—H Good 
Tudor, Roadking—R Good 
Tudor, Roadking—H Good 
Tudor Good 
Sedan—H Good 
Sedan Good 
Tudor—H Good 
Tudor—H Good 
Sedan—R-H Good 
Tudor Good 
Coupe Good 
Tudor—R-H Good 
Tudor—H Good 
Tudor Good 
Pontiac 
Tudor, 6 cyl.—H Good 
Sedan—R-H Good 
Tudor, 6 cyl.—R Cr. Block 
Fordor, 6 cyl. Good 
Tudor—H Good 
Sedan, 8 cyl. Good 
Tudor Fair 
Sedan—H Fair 
Studebaker 
Sedan, Comm.—R-H Good 
Sedan, 6 cyl. Fair 
Terraplane 
Tudor P Fair 
Sedan—H Good 
Miscellaneous 
LaSalle, Sed.—H Good 
Hupmobile, Sedan Fair 


Radio; H—Heater. 


prices, published in the Apr. 21 
issue of Automotive News, were 
from St. Louis. 
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A D V E B T { S E D Cincinnati — Post; Detroit — News; Chicago — Herald- 


American; St. Louis—Globe- Democrat; Atlanta— 










Actual top and bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and 1937 
used cars, as advertised in local newspapers. SEDAN 


; . : ‘ = ¥ 

prices only used in this comparison. Newspapers co- ig a C § i F Journal; Houston— Chronicle; Oklahoma City — Okla- 
operating include: Boston—Globe ; New York—Times; se ar e ing rices homan, Times; Denver—Post; Los Angeles—Examiner; 
Philadelphia — Bulletin; Pittsburgh—Sun Telegraph; For Week Ending April 18 Seattle—Times. 

(Copyright 1941—Automotive News) 





MAKE Boston New York Phila. Pittsb’rg Cin’nati Detroit Chicago St. Louis Atlanta Houston Okla. City Denver Los Angeles Seattle Natl. Avg. 
Buick Series40 "404 795- 700 | 795- 750| 795- 585 | 795- 695| 795- = 597 | 69 695- 569 | 1 | 795- 655| 715- 695 | 795 | 745 | 650 | 795- 672 | | 895 |_ 774- 658 774- 658 


’394  695- 545 | 645- - 625| 595- 465| 645- 545 | a 483 | 550- )- 419| ¢ 595- 425| 545- 495| 685- 595 | 645- 625| 545- 419| 595- 498| 695- 595| 749- 685 |  629- 530 


38] _525- 475| 545- 487| 475-423 | 495- 387| 525- $45| 425- 810| 475- 845| 498- 992| 495- 465 | l | 495- ae 565- 415] 630 | 507- 400 
























































"S74 400- 375| 445- 375| 445 | $75- 369] 425- 325| S69- 245| 365- 245| 335 | 395- 335 | | 345 | 448- 207| 465- $85| 527- 510| 410- 346 
Cadillac 60 Special 40] 1350-1195 | | | | | | [tate | 995 | 1197-1195 
— "80] 995- 695| 995- 935| 805- 895| law. [7 = 932- 
$8] 825- 795 | ee | | 715- 695 | | 685 | Le 5s |r a 
— 87] 495-398 | | 495- 445 | | 395 l | ] sn Aine | 695 | 512- 422 
Chevrolet Master 40] 650- 575 | 649- 625| 565- 500| 599- 595| 569 |_525- 459| 595- 495 | | 645- a 568 : 595 | 625- sa a | 715 | 603- 530 
- 89] 545- 375| 495 | 485- 395| 495- 477| 495- $49| 485- 297| 485- 845) 475 | 495- 395] 449 | 495- 450| 585- 465| 495- 466| 595 | 500- 401 
88) 445- 285| 295 | | 395- 375| 399- 275| 340- 230| 395- 265| 378- 365| 395 ] | 395 | 465- 385 | 425 | 445 | 398- 312 
87] 350- 235| 210 | 325 | $35- 289| $45- 221! 200- 195| $25- 199| 295- 199| $25- 225| $45- 275| $45- 275| $85- 295| 395- 295| 427- 235| $20- 240 
Chevrolet Deluxe 40] 685- 620| 645- 495| 675- 575| 645- 525| 595- 475| 599- 469| 625- 54 | 625- 545| 475 675- 575| 575 625- 577| 695- 585| 725- 595 
cee =I 525- 450 | 495- 425] 485- 425] 545- 450| 565- 495| 475- 366| 465- 435 | l Cs 516- 440 
465- 365| 365 | 365-345] 435 _—«|_: 425- 825] ! 895- $75 | 345 365 | 398- 375| 445- 400| 498- 385 | 
$n 345-335) «| «855- 285/ ——S=—=«|:«845- 825] 296- 195] 205- 245 l | 345- 235] 395- Bl | $40- 275 
Chrysler Royal 40] 845 | 700 | 695- 650| | 795 _|_697- 666| 695- 597 
eo aie 39] 695- 545| 575 ! 575- 535| 595- 575| 575 _—*|-‘675- 475| 575- 465| 4 | = 577- 540 
38) 495 | 395 __| 445 | 495- 465| 385- 345| 435- 345] | Soe 300 l | 425 | 525 598 460- $81 
87] 399- 265 365- 325 $45- 287| 295- 167| $25- 195| 295- : ae 345 295 $98- 227| 325 579- 425| 860- 271 
De Soto “404 775- 695| 695 | | 737 | | 569 _—|_-695- 597| 695 645 | |_700 |_690- 636 
Cee 39) 635-525) 395 | -475 | 589-545, #«+| so | ! | 650- 545 


| | 650 | 540- 515 
425- 385| 385 | 400- 356_ 


$28- 264 


88) 425- 315| 375- 365| 375 |: 898 =| «475 


285- 245] 337- 7- 275|— 195 







Dodge 40] 765- 565| 775- 595| 695- 645| 775- 665| 695- 645| 595- 490| 695- 545| 685 675- 645 | 687 |_725- 695| 725- 699 | | 708- 618 
'39]_595- 450| 565- 395| 575- 445| 545- 399) 595- 469| 469- 399| 595- 395| 539- ais 585- 495 = 495| 495- 457| 575- 420| 645- 495| 645 | 575- 455 

——— 495- 395 | 465- 225| 445- 345! 395 | 485- 895| 295- 265| 445- 295| 390- 375| 395 $87- 375| 465- $88| 465 | 625- 495| 484- 355 

$7] 375-225 | 369- 185| 375- 245| 865- 289| 385- 239| 295- 175| $25- 199| $25- 225| 825- 275 i 99| 325- 295| $95- 209| 425- 295| 498- 395| 362- 252 

Ford V-8 “85” "404 575- 450| 550- 395| 435 | 519- 488 | | 499- 390| 545- 425 | | 650- 445| 675 575- 495| 599- 545| 575 550 562- 450 

"89 545- 290| | 375 | _399- $65| 495 | 895- 279| 445- $45| 465- 388| 495- $45| 525- 465| 495- 400| 495- $75| 492 | 468- 361 


88] +449- 295| 275 | S25- 21 285| 3 307- 7- 285 |: ~ 425- j= 295 | | 298- = 245 | 349- )- 288] 849-2 349- 265| 375- 295| 375- 228| 365- 350| 456- 345 | 425- 299 | 425 | S71- 285 


ee  —— 


248- 195| 299- 200| 295- 169| 195- 125| 225- 145| 259- 135] 335- 195| 268- es 275- 195| 349- 295| 298- 199| S65- 217| 280- 192 


Ford V-8 Deluxe 40] 635- 595| 600- 550| 495- 475| 550- 539| 625- 443| 575- 425| 545- 491| 589 | 595 | 595- 495| 625- 575| 695- 575| 675- 594| 725 | 608- 528 
"S9] 525- $85 | 495- 477| 515- 375| 445- 429] 515- 395| 550- 349| 445- 365| 499- 420] 525- 395| 525- a 525- 425| 585- 442| 589- 465| 675- 545 | = 











"$84 395- 285) | 345-3 4 | 869- 295| 349- 235| $45- 827| 378 | 485- 845] | 427- 375 | 445- 375| 495- 350 
87) 245- 215 | | 200 | 245 | 275 | 220- 169| 267- 185| | 295 | S45- 245| $45- 247| 875- 210| 875- $45} oe ai 
Hudson Six "404 685- 545 | | 495- 475 | |_ 595 | 500- 469| 577-495; | 650- 595 579 599- 549] 749- 650| 608- 540 
(112) 39] _575- 475 | | 395 | 465- 459| 525- 399| 495- 279| 469- 295| 495- 395| 450 ‘| 445- 360 480- 330 
“$8 445-295 | |__| 850- $27| 895- 869| 299- 265| 355- 295| | 825 | 365 | 345 $85- 345| 395 618 380- 316 
(Terraplane) 37) 295- 225| | 295- 210| $25- 289| $45- 197| 289- 165| 265- 235| 265- 165| 250- 235/ | 295 | 288- 159| $45- 179| $45- 245| S01- 205 








740] 1085- 995 | 995- 695| 835 I |_795- 775] 925- 895|_ 94 
89] 777- 595| 875- 675| 695- 535| 695- 685| 575 | 625- 460| 625- 585| 595 _—*| +625 | 














se ae es as 00100 | (447-127) 165- 145 | 189-140 | 140 195 225 244- 155| 295- 175| 180- 142 
National Average, All Makes, April 183—$512-$440 
National Average, All Makes, April 6—$524-$445 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 
This is the first time anywhere that bona-fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index. 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 


88] 545- 490| 495- 390| 535- j- 385] 485- 437| 525- j- 399| 34 349- - 325 | 445- 445- 395 | _|_ 550- 445 
87] 329- 295| 395- 365| 265- j= 225 | | $25- 279| 299- : 229| 3 $75- 195| 285- 245| 3 300- 275 | | 395- 325 | | | 386- 270 
ee eer re 
Mercury 40] +745- 695| 715- 545| 695- 585 | 695- 599 | |_675- 450| 745- 58 587 | 700- 675| 745- 595| 745- 595| 745 |_ 795 | 849- 845| 899 | 750- 617 
89] 575- 535| 645- 475| 575- 525| 585- 495| 545 | 500- 435| 545- 465 | | 575- 495) | 505- 537| 695- 595| 595- 594| 759- 650| 600- 528 
ee aS 
Nash Ambassador Six 40] 745 | G49- 645 | 695- 565| 695- 675| 566- 495| 695- 585 | | | 795 895- 785| 717- 617 
39] 666- 595 | | 535 | | 525 |_ 425 [3 545- 45- 395 | 495- 445 | | ; | 532- 478 
38] 450- 385| 235 | 445 | 375 | 395 |_ 300 | | 345 | | 427- 396| 348 . | 695 | 402- 390 
"S79 -295- 225| 259 | 235 | $19- 249| 425- 295| 275- 225| 3$25- 265) | | | | 395- 325 | 316- 264 
emacs 
Olds Six - a 700- 600 | | 625- 545 | 729- 689| 699- 583 | | 687- 387-595 | 695- 595| 695 | 745 | 645 | 665 | | 895- 729| 707- 620 
39] 625- 465! 575- 385| 565- | 565- 475| 5 545- 15- 495| 5 575- 15- 545 | | 525- 397| 547- a7- 395| 4 495- 435| 545- 449 | 598- 465 | | 595- 525| 499 | 725 | 570- 460 
$8) (525- 375 | 445 |_475- § | 475- 395| 4 435- 425| 485- 85- 395 | ~ 395- 319 | 465- 165- 345 : 395- = 345 | 465- 5- 365 | | | 495- 395] 525- 465| 595- 557| 475- 398 
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(Dictator) ’37] 345- 195| 347 $25- 285| 295 “$45- 265 | 207- 249| 275- 225] 195 | 275 | 395 | 435- 205| 475- 425| 834- 270 
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Used Car prices in Cleveland, Indianapolis, New Orleans, Dallas, Kansas City, Minneapolis and San Francisco appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week. 
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By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON. Big Bill 
Knudsen slipped out of the hectic, 
feverish atmosphere of the Capi- 
tal last week to grab a little well- 
earned and much-needed rest. He 
didn’t say where he was going 
and he didn’t say when he was 
coming back. But he wasn’t mak- 
ing inspections; he was taking it 
easy for a few days—and he 
wasn’t doing it one minute too 
soon. For he has been driving, 
driving, driving here and on the 
road for months on end, doing a 
job so big it is almost impossible 
to comprehend it, and doing it 


in a way that has won the re- | 
spect and admiration of this | 


whole cynical town. 


Of course, he won’t be gone 
from Washington for very long. 
As a matter of fact, by the time 
this issue of “Automotive News” 
appears on your desk he prob- 
ably will be back at the office, 
carrying on in that quiet, ef- 
ficient manner that is doing 
so much to give this country 
confidence in its own ability to 
accomplish the most tremend- 
ous feat of industrial production 
in all the world’s history. 


Having Bill Knudsen out of 
town last week made a big dif- 
ference. Lots of questions have 
been coming up, for instance, 
about the application of the 20 
percent production output in the 
automotive industry. On every 
hand in official quarters when 
one sought the answers to those 
questions one heard “that’s some- 
thing Mr. Knudsen is handling 
himself. He knows all about it.” 
Or, “Mr. Knudsen’s the man to 
answer that. He’s got it all right 
in his head.” National defense 
isn’t a one-man job. It’s a job 
for 130,000,000 people. But if you 
don’t think Bill Knudsen is the 
key man in the mobilization of 
America’s industrial might you 
just try covering Washington for 
a couple of weeks! 

*- * * 


Tax Proposals 


Give Jolt 

THE TREASURY department 

gave the country something to 
think about last week when it 
submitted its tax proposals. And 
that was one of the purposes 
of the rigorous schedules. The 
ways and means committee al- 
ready is talking about downward 
revisions, and it will be surpris- 
ing indeed if the final bill is as 
sharp as Secretary Morgenthau’s 
suggested measure. But the Ad- 
ministration definitely wanted to 
get the country conditioned to 
the necessity for a heavy tax 
increase. That already has been 
accomplished. Anything less than 
the exactions first demanded by 
the treasury will seem like an 
improvement. 

But do not look for too 
much of a cut under what the 
treasury has asked for. Reve- 
nue must be raised to pay for 
the vast national defense pro- 
gram, and everybody will have 
to dig much deeper than ever 
before. The excise tax list will 
come in for the usual heavy 
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firing and counterfiring before 
and in the House committee. 
Whether the huge increases on 
automobiles and _ accessories 
and the hike in gasoline tax 
levies will remain as suggested 
by the treasury is problem- 
atical. But they will be jumped 
plenty in the completed bill, 
that is certain. 


Would Curb 


Inflation 

SLOWLY, ALMOST by indirec- 
tion, Washington is beginning to 
think and act along lines de- 
signed to curb the terrific accu- 
mulating pressure of defense 
spending, to curb it, that is, in 
its inflationary aspects. Many 
feel that not enough has been 
done along this line and that 
unless more is done quickly an 
uncontrolled boom will be under 
way. The freezing of steel prices 
is an aspect of the Administra- 
tion’s counter-move. Part of the 
same campaign would be any 
step designed to reduce purchases 
by consumers and the channeling 
of such funds into defense sav- 
ings bonds and similar securities. 
Washington is very seriously 
concerned about the impact upon 
national and individual economy 
of the huge sums being funneled 
out under the present program. 
Observers here point to the dis- 
cernible reaction which was 
caused by the payment of the 
soldiers’ bonus and emphasize 
the vastly increased power of 
the current expenditures. 

During the past few years 
we have heard much heated 
discussion, pro and con, about 
so-called planned economy. We 
are now faced by a “fait ac- 
compli,” however, with each 
Passing day bringing more and 
more controls into play. That 
is one of the prices of war 
or near-war. 


Mighty Lucky 
To Get aRoom 

NATIONAL Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn.s general counsel, 
Charles W. Bishop, is added to 
the list of automotive men who 
have taken up abode in the 
National Capital. Bishop has op- 
ened offices for the NADA in a 
downtown building and is on 
the job looking after the dealers’ 
many interests in Washington. 
It’s a full-time task, too, and the 
“beat” takes in the federal trade 
commission, department of jus- 
tice, Capitol Hill, as well as any 
number of defense agencies. 

The NADA was mighty lucky, 
by the way, to be able to get 
office space because that is the 
most precious commodity in 
town. That recent arrival can 
consider himself fortunate who 
has a place to hang his hat 
during the day and to lay his 
head at night. Washington is 
so overcrowded it hurts. 

* 


ca * 
Watch 


For This Step 

THE PRESIDENT, it is under- 
stood, is being importuned by 
certain of his advisers to take 
to the radio and make a rousing 
speech on the need for all-out, 
unlimited aid to Britain, perhaps 
as a final step before actual com- 
bat participation. Definitely some- 
thing to watch for soon is action 
to further step up the volume of 
help to Britain in the way of 
Naval equipment. 


* 





New Car, Truck 
Retail Sales Hit 
925,798 in March 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
passenger cars and trucks in the 


FOR RENT. Extra fine proven location for United States during March to- 


automobile parts business. Information 
on request. Stoebeners, 6227 Penn Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


FOR SALE 


AN AUTOMOBILE agency, new building, 
repair shop; body, fender and painting 
department, complete with tools and 
equipment of latest design. Filling sta- 
tion in connection and located on city 
route, east-west U. 8. arterial highway, 
in a city of over 70,000 population. For 
further information write Coe Hottle 
Realty Co., 318 Harrison 8t., Davenport, 
Ia. 





| 





taled 525,798 units it was an- 
nounced last week by Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn. 

Retail sales in March, 1940 were 
398,658. 

March, 1941, sales included 449,- 
597 passenger cars and 76,201 com- 
mercial vehicles. 


‘‘Dealers Tell Me," by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. It 


appears weekly in Automotive News. 








Pontiac Fetes Winners... 





PONTIAC’S TOP sales managers are greeted here, left to right, by D. U. 
Bathrick, general sales manager of Pontiac Motor, and Harry J. Klingler, 


eneral manager. 
eading used car manager, and J. P. 


Next to Klingler is R. V. Thompson, Hattiesburg, Miss., 


Dickson, Lenoir, N. C., leading new car 


sales manager. The top men were determined by a sales contest and winners 
from each of Pontiac’s 24 national zones were feted Monday and Tuesday by 


the company with a banquet, lunche 


| ball game. 


ons, factory trips and a Detroit Tiger 





ALVIN LENTZ, left, Lentix Motors, 
campaign with V. A. Davison, assistant 
at the two-day merchandising conference attended by 48 of the top-ranking 
Pontiac dealers’ sales managers. 


Beatrice, Neb., discusses his successful 
general sales manager of Pontiac Motor, 


Bathrick Predicts Curtailment 
Will Aid Intelligent Dealers 


PONTIAC. — Don’t be stampeded 
by curtailment jitters, D. U. Bath- 
rick, Pontiac Motor division gen- 
eral sales manager, told a group 
of dealers’ new and used car sales 
managers from everyone of the 
company’s 24 zones at the opening 
of a two-day merchandising con- 
ference last week at Bloomfield 
Hills Country Club. The admonition 
came during a discussion of the 
recent announcement by OPM Chief 
Wm. S. Knudsen of a 20 percent 
curtailment in automobile produc- 
tion for the 1942 model year. 

Pontiac brought 48 dealers’ sales 
managers and eight of their own 
district managers to the two-day 
conference as part of their awards 
for doing the outstanding sales job 
in their respective zones during the 
recent 60-day “Ring The Bell” 
campaign. 

“Almost everyone in the automo- 
bile industry is asking what the 
20 percent curtailment in produc- 
tion will do to the industry,” said 
Bathrick. “The general public, with 
one eye cocked on the automobile 
business as a weather vane of all 
industry, is keenly interested also. 

“I observe that dealer associa- 
tions in many cities have been 
taking action of one kind or an- 
other to protect themselves. Now 
that we know what to expect next 
year in the way of production, I 
believe you and your dealers can 
capitalize on it in a business way 
if you will keep both feet on the 
ground. 

“Past records show that when- 
ever production has dropped off, 
it has been as a result of a decline 
in sales due to a decreased de- 
mand,” Bathrick continued. “But 
there was never a slackening of 
bad business practices in such 
times, however. The evils of over 
trading and long discounts always 
continued. 

“This time it can be different. 
We can make a paradox of de- 
creased production with increased 


South American Exports 
Taking Up War Slack 
PONTIAC.—In the experience of 
Pontiac Motor, increased orders 
from the South American republics 
are taking up some of the slack in 
car exports caused by the war, ac- 
cording to H. J. Klingler, general 
manager of Pontiac. 
Since the beginning of the 1941 
model run, Pontiac has manu- 
factured 6,229 cars for export. 


demand, a condition that has not 
been experienced since the days of 
the first World War in the year 
of 1918 and the early part of 1919. 
Such a condition should bring 
profits to dealers and salesmen 
unless its possibilities are deliber- 
ately thrown away. 

“Although automobile business in 
1942 will be lower than 1941, it will 
be a good year. In fact, one of the 
best. The opportunity probably will 
exist in 1942 to sell as many or 
more cars than are being sold in 
1941, and certainly many more than 
were sold in the big 1940 year—if 
we had the cars. 

“So with 20 to 30 percent more 
business available in 1942 than it 
will be possible to take care of, 
dealers certainly can hand pick the 
70 to 80 percent best deals that 
are offered them. They should be 
able to get the best trades and 
with them their full profit, which 
I predict will bring them a very 
satisfactory return. 

“It may be that curtailed pro. 
duction will enable dealers to ob- 
tain what used cars are really 
worth for the first time in many, 
many years. It is quite evident that 
the cars traded in will be salable 
used cars, taken in at prices that 
will make it possible to sell them 
at a profit. More care can be given 
to reconditioning, because the 
trade-in prices will enable dealers 
to spend more on conditioning. 

“The better grade of used cars, 
plus controlled volume, will create 
a sellers market which should 
greatly stabilize the entire used car 
price structure. Thus, without a 
runaway volume market, which 
unquestionably would occur next 
year if left to itself, dealers will 
be able to get what used cars are 
worth, without sacrifice, and at the 
same time do a volume of new car 
business as great or greater than 
that of 1940.” 

Bathrick also announced that a 
survey of future sales prospects 
in every section of the country 
based on the reports of its zone 
managers had been completed. 

The report shows that—contrary 

to popular belief—national defense 
prosperity will not be evenly spread 
over the nation as a whole. In 
gauging the future, Bathrick says, 
| the survey differentiates between 
|““quick” defense spending through 
|the medium of adapted plants and 
“long” spending which concerns 
|new plants, shipyards and large 
| capital investments of an enduring 
nature and purpose. 









Chevrolet Aiding 
Million Students 


InTheirTraining 


DETROIT.— With the increasing 
emphasis upon mechanical training 
in modern life, motor - minded 
young Americans 
rank “tops” in 
the world in their 
comprehension of 
the machine — its 
construction and 
its possibilities. 
Thousands of 
public and priv- 
ate schools’ the 
country over of- 
fer courses in 
motor mechanics, 
and hundreds of 
schools and col- 
leges are devoted entirely to 
struction of this nature. 

At present, more than _ 1,000,000 
American boys and girls are re- 
ceiving mechanical training based 
upon data compiled by Chevrolet 
through its Educational Service, 
according to M. E. Coyle, general 
manager. 


A total of 5,163 professors, teach- 
ers and instructors. receive a 
monthly mailing from Chevrolet of 
latest mechanical and service in- 
formation, comparable to that sent 
more than 25,000 service men in 
Chevrolet’s 8,500 dealerships. In 
addition, such data is provided di- 
rectly to 592 colleges and _ uni- 
versities, 2,272 high schools, 1,096 
CCC camps, 367 trade schools, 67 
oo and 673 miscellaneous out- 
ets. 

Included in an initial mailing of 
educational material is a Chevrolet 
shop manual, which explains basic 
principles common to all internal 
combustion engines and tells a 
complete up-to-the-minute authen- 
tic story of car maintenance and 
repair. In addition is a series of 
booklets devoted to specific as- 
pects of the motor car written in 
non-technical language — brakes, 
wheels, combustion, the chemistry 
of the automobile and tips to driv- 
ers. Likewise, an owner’s manual 
is in the package, giving each 
student a comprehensive outline of 
car care and conditioning. 


New Record Hit 
In New Orleans 


For March Sales 


NEW ORLEANS.—Car deliveries 
in March reminded oldtimers here 
of pre-depression days, when regis- 
trations reached what is believed 
to be an all-time high for the 
month. 

Sales reached a total of 1,049, 
compared with 845 in March of 
last year and an average for March 
in recent years of approximately 
650. It topped the recent high month 
of January when 1,004 deliveries 
were recorded. 

Chevrolet sales totaled 230, Ford 
delivered 171, Plymouth 162, while 
the others of the 10 highest were: 
Studebaker 88, Pontiac 68, Oldsmo- 
bile 65, Dodge 55, Buick 54, Chrys- 
ler 38 and Cadillac 35. 





M. E. Coyle 


in- 





Richmond Sales 
At Record Peak 


RICHMOND, Va. — Automobile 
dealers here, for the most part, 
are enjoying one of the best sea- 
sons in their history, presumably 
because of fear on the part of 
buyers that prices will jump as @ 
result of national defense demands 
on automobile manufacturers. 


One dealer questioned used the 
term “red-hot” to describe the sell- 
ing activity at his establishment 
during the past few days. 

Another dealer said demand from 
customers had been greater than 
in the past several years. He pre- 
dicted a drop in sales when the 
20 percent curtailment of produc- 
tion agreed upon by the automo- 
bile industry begins to be felt. 








| Are YOU 
| Training 
| Mechanics? 
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‘Big Three’ May Act to Ease 


Curtailment for Independents 






Chris 





Sinsabaugh 


(Continued from Page 1) 


siderably less than half a billion to 
well over three-quarters of a bil- 
lion dollars borne by Canadians, 
with further increases in almost 
immediate prospect, the demand 
has been sustained and more than 
sustained for new and used cars. 
Used car inventories currently are 
25 percent below those of a year 
ago, numerically. The explanation 
for this, of course, is that employ- 
ment and disbursements in Canada 
are at “all-time” highs. 


IT IS NOTEWORTHY that the 
civil production has been main- 
tained without interference with 
the war production effort of the 
Canadian automotive industry, 
three-quarters of the manufactur- 
ing capacity of which is devoted 
to the output of army vehicles, 
universal carriers, guns, shells, and 
other war materials. Priority has 
been given to the production of 
“the tools of war” throughout by 
the Canadian automotive industry 
which is now engaged on the pro- 
duction of its second hundred thou- 
sand army vehicles. 

As Wallace R. Campbell, presi- 
dent of Ford of Canada, has said, 
“Canada is in high gear on war 
vehicle production.” Canadian-made 
army vehicles are “on active ser- 
vice” on every front, in the mother- 
land, throughout the empire and in 
China. 

Specifications for these army ve- 
hicles are such that the vehicles 
are three times as tough as com- 
mercial vehicles. About the only 
standard production units in these 
army vehicles are the engines. 
These facts taken in conjunction 
with the further fact that the 
volume of production of army ve- 
hicles attained far surpasses the 
peacetime output of commercial 
vehicles by Canada’s automotive 
industry, provide a sufficient com- 
mentary on the Herculean task that 
eonfronted the industry produc- 
tionally. 

Output has been accelerated to 
the point where the complete me- 
chanical transport equipment of an 
army division will be manufactured 
in 10 days, or of an army corps 
in 40 days, in the very near future. 

* * * 

THE NEW international eco- 
nomic agreement reached by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
L. Mackenzie King is acclaimed in 
Canada as a very salutary and 
helpful expression of the Washing- 
ton administration’s good-neighbor 
policy. Among its, in Canada, uni- 
versally appreciated results will be 
the easing of the U. S. dollar strin- 





Coal Shortages 
Give Steel Output 


Further Decline 


NEW YORK.—Production rate in 
the nation’s steel plants last week 
dropped 2.3 points to 96 percent 
of the industry’s capacity, Amer- 
ican Iron & Steel Institute esti- 
mated last week. 

The decline, the second in suc- 
cession, was attributed in steel 
circles to shut-downs and interrup- 
tions in some important producing 
centers due to a shortage of coke 
and coal brought on by the stop- 
page of work in the coal industry. 

Previous week’s rate was 98.3, a 
month ago it was 99.8 and a year 
ago 60. 


gency which is, of course, the 
product of Canada’s extensive pur- 
chases of planes, tanks and other 
material purchases in the United 
States. 

Among the repercussions of the | 
agreement are that new representa- 
tions are being formulated by 
motor vehicle importers to have 
the quota restrictions eased in 
conformity with the ceiling of the 
output of passenger cars in Canada 
forecast by C. D. Howe, minister 
of munitions and supply for Can- 
ada. The reason for the imposition | 
of the embargo and then quota on | 
passenger car imports was, of 
course, the progressive depletion of 
this country’s American exchange 
with which to meet its adverse | 
trade balance with the United 
States—an adverse balance greatly 
increased by war purchases in the 
United States. Stringent restric- 
tions placed on the availability of 
U. S. funds to Canadians for travel 
purposes in the United States had, 
of course, the same cause. There | 
has been some intimation that these | 
restrictions, too, I heard, will be | 
mitigated by the foreign exchange 
board as a result of the Washing- 
ton-Ottawa economic agreement. 


CLYDE VANDEBURG ocontrib- 
utes to the May issue of Esquire 
its leading article, “Time and De- 
troit Can Do It,” sub-headed “But 
don’t expect the motor industry to 
hatch a miracle making tanks and 
planes on automobile production 
lines.” Packard’s public relations 
head makes out a fine case for 
the automobile industry in this 
emergency when John Q. Public 
expects it to pull rabbits out of 
hats and produce almost overnight 
the necessary armament to stop 
Hitler, just because that industry 
manufactures annually 5,000,000 
cars and trucks without seeming 
effort. There’s a vast difference 
between making planes and tanks 
and cars and trucks with machin- 
ery designed primarily for the pro- 
duction of the latter. We in this 
business know the answer but Mr. 
Public doesn’t, so Clyde’s “piece” 
will go a long way toward making 
it clear to him that time is the 
essential factor in the kind of a 
job the industry faces; but once 
let it get set, it will show the 
world that it can do a far better 
job than Herr Hitler in the manu- 
facture of mechanized armament. 

Vandeburg came into the auto- 
mobile business less than a year 
ago, following the ending of the 
San Francisco World’s Fair, whose 
tom-tom beater he was; in other 
words he was its publicity director. 
Although a sort of a rookie in the 
motor car industry, his Esquire 
story proves he has been an apt 
scholar and has learned his auto- | 
mobile lessons thoroughly. 

* * 

DETROIT, as usual, will send a 
strong delegation to Indianapolis 
for the Memorial Day 500-mile race. 
There will be many who will drive 
to the Hoosier metropolis, but there 
also will be those who prefer the 
comfort of going by train. For 
many years now the Earl Kirby 
travel service has catered to this 
train trade. This year will be no 
exception. Kirby is promoting his 
special train which leaves Detroit | 
the night before the race, goes | 
directly to the speedway and after | 
the winner is known starts back | 
to Detroit, arriving there by 11:30 | 
p. m. May 30. 
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VERSATILE NEW gyratory rock crusher with A 
on a big two-ton clin and green streamlined Dodge job-rated truck, is 


making a demonstration tour over the country. 
local crushing plants to show how this 
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gasoline power unit, mounted 


This traveling unit is visiting 
all-steel crusher can be used in 


connection with local products. This new crusher is said to have many features. 
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ing weeks. These bulletins will | 
urge dealers to become profit con- | 
scious, to employ selective trading 
and to adopt saner procedures in 
their selling methods, so as to in- 
sure adequate profit and stability. 
President L. C. Cargile pointed 
out that the present trend of vol- 
ume selling is extending credit 
beyond the safety point and lead- 
ing to inflation, which, in view of 
the new problems of curtailment 
and increasing demand, necessitates 
the adoption of selective trading 
as a means of conserving dealer 
finances and securing of fair profit 
return to insure dealer stability. 
The approaching sellers’ market, 
he said, offers dealers an oppor- 
tunity to obtain their full gross 
profit and thereby restore their 
capital structures against the time 
when higher taxes and higher 
costs of doing business will place 
a heavy burden on their resources. 
Cargile also urged dealers, in 
the interest of self-preservation, 
to take voluntary action in 
strengthening their positions, as no 
one else will do it for them. 
Automobile Utility. The execu- 
tive committee also approved 
a series of news articles for the 
purpose of acquainting the public 
with the importance of the auto- 
mobile in the nation’s economy and 
its relation to the defense program. 
There are eight articles in the 
series, embracing the utility of the 
automobile itself, the part it is 
playing in speeding up defense 
work, its role as a source of in- 
come for the nation, both in tax 
revenue and in employment, and 
the contribution it is making in 
building up the armed forces. 
These articles will be based on 
figures and statistics gathered over 
a period of years, and will present 
case studies which have definitely 
established the dependency of the 
nation on motor car transportation. 
The executive committee also 
recommended the desirability of 
holding regional meetings to serve 
as clinics under the leadership of 
the regional vice-presidents of 
NADA, whereby leaders of the 
association and groups of dealers 
can get together to further these 
particular activities and correlate 
the thinking of the dealers. 
Charles W. Bishop, general coun- 
sel of NADA, reported that since 
the opening of the Washington 
office considerable progress has 
been made in studying all legisla- 
tive measures affecting dealers, in 
order that the trade will be fully 
advised of developments covering 
their interests. 
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Car Curtailment’s | 
Effect on Tires | 


To Be Under 8% 


AKRON.—The 20 percent curtail- 
ment of automobile production in 
1942 will have a minor effect on 
the tire business, executives of the 
industry declare. At worst, the drop 
in tire production for new cars will 
be less than 8 percent, they esti- 
mated. 

Estimates of 1941 production 
show an abnormal car year, it was | 
pointed out, and even 80 percent of 
the 1941 production figures would 
be somewhere in the neighborhood 
of 4,000,000 car units, greater than 
1940 total by a small margin. 

John L. Collyer, president of B. 
F. Goodrich Co., summed up the 
general attitude of the industry in 
a brief statement. “National de- 
fense,” he said, “is today the pri- 
mary business of the United States. 
The voluntary action of the auto- 
motive industry in determining to 
reduce 1942 automobile production | 
by 20 percent is therefore highly 
constructive. 

“This program will release ma- | 
terials, production capacity and 
skilled workmen for the national 
task of preparedness that remains 
before us.” 


Henry Ford II Enters 
Naval Training School 
DETROIT.—Henry Ford II, eld- 
est son of Edsel Ford, has entered 
the training school for officers of 
the Naval Reserve at Great Lakes, 
Ill., and may wind up at the me- 
chanics school established by his 
grandfather on the grounds of the 

Ford Motor Co. Rouge plant. 


| losses 
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was learned in a survey by AUTO- 
MOTIVE News that all other car 
manufacturers are expected to fol- 
low the lead of General Motors 
which 10 days ago dropped plans 
for 1943 models and announced in- 
tention of carrying 1942 models, 
which will be introduced in August 
and September, through 1943. All 
these companies announced that, 
while they are considering the 
proposition, no definite action 
would be taken until boards of di- 
rectors could meet. 


Considerable speculation centered 
last week on the probable rise in 
new car prices next fall, with the 
general opinion (as noted in AUTo- 
MOTIVE News last week) that the 
curtailed volume, plus higher labor 
and material costs and increased 
taxes, will probably boost prices at 
least 10 percent. 


Information from OPM officials 
that, contrary to published reports, 
they will not frown on normal pro- 
motion of the 1942 models, lent en- 
couragement to local dealer as- 
sociations which have laid tenta- 
tive plans for local automobile 
shows next fall. Unless unforeseen 
developments occur, it now appears 
probable that dealer shows will be 
staged in Chicago, New York, San 
Francisco, Detroit, Los Angeles, 
Baltimore and St. Louis, with other 
cities joining in also if plans ma- 
terialize. 

At the suggestion of AUTOMOTIVE 
News, the following additional data 
was obtained in Washington by 
AN’s correspondent there, William 


Ullman: 
oe * . 


Washington Angle 


On Situation 

WASHINGTON. — With accept- 
ance of the 20 percent curtailment 
on 1942 motor car production an 
accomplished fact by both _in- 
dustry and public, the Office of 
Production Management now is 
awaiting suggestions from the 
automobile manufacturers as_ to 
the precise method by which the 
cut will be placed into effect. OPM 
takes the position that the modus 
operandi of the curtailment is a 
problem for the industry to decide 
itself. 


This position is one with which 
the industry finds itself in complete 
agreement and it was understood 
here that, in consequence, the 
companies now are engaged in the 
preparation of briefs, to be sub- 
mitted to OPM this week, in which 
they will outline their suggestions 
for proration of the curtailment. 


Unofficial and unconfirmed re- 
ports were current in Washington, 
(reports which, however, bear the 
stamp of authenticity) that Gen- 
eral Motors, Ford and Chrysler, 
whose production amounts to about 
90 percent of the total, were pre- 
pared to accept a somewhat great- 
er reduction than 20 percent in or- 
der to prevent inevitable heavy 
by the remaining inde- 
pendents. 

OPM officials continued to 
emphasize, in off-the-record con- 
versations that this is primarily an 
industry problem, and that initia- 
tive for its solution must come 


|from the industry. OPM’s interest 


is to get the productive capacity 
which will be vacated by an over- 
all 20 percent cut by the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. 

No decision had been reached, at 
the time of writing this dispatch, 


‘on the matter of fixing the base 


period for computation of the new 
production quota. This is another 


matter in which OPM is not taking }- 


the initiative but is leaving the 
question to a final agreement be- 


, tween the companies. 


There is very definitely the feel- | 


ing here that steps will be taken 
adequately to protect the position 
of the smaller companies in the 
present situation. In addition to | 


the consideration being given the 
plan for the “Big Three” to under- 
take a greater proportion of the 
curtailment, there is every reason 
to believe that the plant capacity 
of the independents rendered avail- 


able by the reduction will be very 
quickly put to work on defense 
contracts. It would seem that no 
company with capacity, manage- 
ment and manpower need fear 
running into the red during the 


months which lie 
ahead. 

Among the many questions which 
have arisen as a result of the joint 
OPM-industry action, none is of 
greater interest and importance to 
the entire industry than this: 

“Are material and labor short- 
ages likely to curtail production 
more than 20 percent, or is it like- 
ly an additional cut will be or- 
dered?” 

It is impossible, of course, to 
give a final answer to any such 
question because of the many fac- 
tors entering into the situation, the 
most important being the steadily 
worsening conditions abroad. It 
can be stated, however, that few 
informed persons in Washington 
have any doubt that another cut 
will come next year, and that its 
extent is problematical. Whether 
material and labor shortages will 
force a reduction before that time 
is a subject for speculation. At this 
time, however, and under con- 
ditions as they exist at the present 
writing, there is said to be enough 
material and enough labor to carry 
through the still-large program of 
production for private consump- 
tion. 

But all of this is conditioned by 
the fact that there is increasing 
pressure in the capital for a sen- 
sational extension of our defense 
effort. (And, incidentally, the ex- 
vression “war effort” is one which 
is gradually superseding the for- 
mer). The situation here today is 
so fluid that no conscientious of- 
ficial will say that any program 
now established will certainly be 
in effect three months hence. 

Reports were current in the 
capital last week that preliminary 
discussions are under way which 
might lead to the establishment of 
a one-year limit on installment 
purchases of automobiles as a 
means of curbing buying (and 
thus production) and also as an 
anti-inflationary move. It was im- 
possible to confirm these reports 
here, but informed observers did 
not deny that soundings on the 
subject might be going on among 
top flight executives of govern- 
ment, industry and the finance 
companies. Whether or not any- 
thing tangible results from these 
purported discussions, the mere ex- 
istence of the report of them in- 
dicates the drift of thinking in 
Washington with relation to the 
industry. 

It has been stated in some quar- 
ters that OPM has expressed the 
hope that the manufacturers would 
say little about the 1942 cars. So 
far as AUTOMOTIVE News has been 
able to discover, no official here 
has said anything which could be 
construed as a ban on the promo- 
tion of sales of 1942 cars and, while 
no official statement was _ forth- 
coming, the attitude plainly was 
that such matters are properly in 
the hands of the automotive in- 
dustry and trade. 
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More Car Output 
May be Shifted 
To Buffalo Plants 


Epitor’s Note: The following 
dispatch gives rise to the possi- 
bility that car makers, with as- 
sembly plants in other parts of 
the country, may be able to shift 
a portion of their production from 
the main plants in the Detroit 
area, where labor shortages are 
more likely to develop, and 
thereby be able to maintain the 
80 percent production allowable 
under the OPM agrcement. 


BUFFALO.—-Buffalo’s automobile 
plants--Ford, Chevrolet assembly, 
Fisher Body and Chevrolet Motor 
and Axle may continue to run 
full tilt next fall and winter de- 
spite the 20 percent cut in auto- 
mobile output. 

Probabilities are that the Buffalo 
plants, not yet burdened with war 
orders, will shoulder much of the 
automobile production job when 
Detroit car plants swing into de- 
fense production on a large scale. 

In the case of the Chevrolet 
assembly plant, there are expecta- 
tions that the Buffalo plant will 
continue with production of pas- 
senger cars on a heavy schedule 





Bendix B-K Vacuum Power 
Braking. World’s favorite... 
constantly improved. 





Stromberg Carburetors, fore- 
most in consistent, endur- 
ing, good performance. 





Bendix-Weiss Constant-Ve- 

locity Universal Joints, an 

engineering triumph against 
vibration. 





Bendix Finger-Tip Gear 

Shifting, pioneer and pace- 

maker of modern gear con- 
trol. 





Bendix Brakes — hydraulic 
and mechanical—embody 
every vital braking advan- 
tage, including experience. 





—-now and from now on! 





VERY addition to Bendix plant and personnel and output is a definite advan- 
tage to you whom Bendix serves. 


The fact that we can build more, and more, and more carburetors and brakes 
and other vital equipment for the cars or trucks you build or sell, is an asset 
of first importance to you. 


The fact that scores of fresh, trained minds of high calibre have joined the 
other Bendix men who developed the efficient Bendix Products you use, will 
mean more and more to you as time goes on. 


The fact that enormously increased volume of production is passing through 
Bendix plants, inevitably effects economies in both purchasing and processing. 
These can often offset adverse markets in raw materials—to your very 
definite advantage. 

The entire automotive industry is today occupied with America’s national 
defense job. And rightfully so, for it is vital to us all. Assured peace must come 
of it—and meantime, and after it comes, be sure that we shall serve you to the 
very best of our ability. 


BENDIX PRODUCTS DIVISION 


OF BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 
In Canada: Bendix-Eclipse of Canada, Ltd., Windsor, Ont. 
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